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Did WWI help or hinder the advance of health & medicine
	Help
	Hinder

	Doctors had opportunities to develop new techniques, e.g. to repair bones or conduct skin grafts which led on to developments in plastic surgery
Surgery of eye, ear, nose and throat developed. Brain surgery also developed

Surgeons developed ways of tackling infections, caused by bullet wounds deep in the body

X-rays (discovered before WWI) were used to examine patients, e.g. for pieces of shrapnel and help them remove these objects quickly without causing too much damage and lessening the chances of infection
Blood transfusion used effectively for the first time. Plasma was separated from red blood cells and stored separately to stop it coagulating. When needed, red blood cells could be mixed with warm saline solution.
Government were made aware of poor standard of health of recruits. There was a drive to improve public health to provide for a healthier nation and healthier soldiers for future possible wars

New techniques for dealing with gangrene, e.g. cutting away affected tissue and washing with a saline solution.

Surgeons working in competition with other nations to develop techniques more quickly and save more soldiers

	Produced horrific new wounds, caused by powerful new guns, bullets and shrapnel, esp. to the head

War stopped progress sometimes, e.g. doctors were aware of problems caused by bleeding and internal infection but in field hospital there wasn’t the time to deal with problems. Medical research slowed down, as many doctors were conscripted into army

Lack of hygiene in field hospitals and lack of equipment or staffing increased risk of infection or death. 
Medical services were stretched to the limit. During Battle of Somme, 1916 doctors had to deal with 1 million casualties.

Conditions in hospitals weren’t very hygienic, often soldiers suffered from infection caused by dirty clothing being forced into wounds by impact of bullet, leading to gangrene
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