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Surgery timeline
	Period
	Event
	Factor

	Prehistoric (3000 – 2000 BC)


	Trepanning used to release evil spirits from patients which were thought to cause headaches
	

	Ancient (2000 BC – 500 AD)


	Egyptian craftsmen developed sophisticated medical instruments from metal like bronze.


	

	
	Greek craftsmen developed sharper, more precise instruments from iron and steel.


	

	
	Greek doctors developed better techniques for setting broken bones and in some cases conducting amputations.


	

	
	Through the dissection of animals such as pigs, Galen developed his understanding of human anatomy

	

	
	Doctors working in Roman military hospitals developed their expertise in life-saving operations, like amputations, as well as more precise instruments for surgery like scalpels.


	

	Medieval (500-1400)
	Dissection was banned by the Church in the Middle Ages, until the fourteenth century.
	

	
	Surgeons didn’t attend university, but learned how to conduct operations by serving an apprenticeship like other craftsmen, under a master. To become a master surgeon you needed to be licensed by the guild of surgeons.


	

	Renaissance (1400-1700)
	The arrival of the printing press made it easier for studies of anatomy, like Vesalius’ ‘Fabric of the Human Body’ to be widely circulated
	

	
	Ambroise Pare developed new techniques for amputations, using ligatures and not cauterising the wound with hot oils but dressing it with bandages
	

	
	Humphrey Davy experimented with the use of ‘laughing gas’ to ease pain during surgery


	

	Industrial Age (1700-1900)
	Ignaziez Semmelweiss recommended that doctors wash their hands between conducting dissections and treating patient
	

	
	Joseph Lister introduced a new carbolic spray to be used as an antiseptic during surgery


	

	
	Ether and chloroform were used as pain relief. Queen Victoria used chloroform when she gave birth  to her eight child in 1857


	

	
	Nurses like Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole, improved the chances of patients recovering from surgery in military hospitals by ensuring wards were kept clean and ventilated and that patients had access to better food and clean linen


	

	Twentieth Century and beyond
	Doctors in WWI developed surgical techniques in treating factures, head wounds and burns.


	

	
	New techniques for storing blood for transfusions were discovered.


	

	
	X-Rays were used to help find pieces of shrapnel lodged in the body
	

	
	During WWII doctors developed better techniques for skin grafting and treating burns


	


