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Should Hitler support the SA or the Army?
	The SA
	The Army

	Hitler had depended on the SA to put his policies into action before he became Chancellor

They had fought loyally against the Communists

By 1934 the SA was an enormous organisation with more than 2 million members

The leader Ernst Rohm was a potential rival to Hitler

Rohm wanted to continue the Nazi revolution on government by attacking big businesses and carrying out anti-capitalist elements of the Nazi manifesto contained in documents like the 25 Point Programme

Rohm was an old friend of Hitler

Rohm has supported Hitler during the Munich Putsch in 1923

The SA were beginning to get out of hand, for example by interfering in the law courts

Rohm and other members of the SA had publicly criticised the leadership of the Nazi party

The SA were committed Nazis

The organisation was larger than the official German army

If Hitler used the SA to control the army, he would later have to concede to other demands made by the SA
	It was much smaller than the SA – reduced to 100,000 men under the terms of the Treaty of Versailles

It was supported by big business

The army had opposed Hitler during the Munich Putsch

Many members of the army were suspicious of Hitler; they saw this former WWI corporal as something of an upstart

Many army chiefs were from elite, upper-class backgrounds

Many members of the army shared Hitler’s nationalist (patriotic) sympathies

It was well organised and disciplined

It enjoyed the support of big businesses and powerful people in German society known as the elite

Hitler needed an efficient army to help him fulfil his foreign policy ambitions

The army was relatively weak in 1934

Hitler wasn’t sure of the army’s loyalty



If you were Hitler in 1934, what would you have done?








