Public health reforms
	Initial reasons for public health reforms
	Reasons for opposition
	Why was public health finally improved?

	Bad water supplies, inadequate drains, overcrowding, damp houses and poor waste disposal helped spread disease

Diarrhoea, typhus and cholera common

Conditions in countryside often as bad as in towns

Edwin Chadwick published a report on living conditions in towns and countryside in 1830s: he concluded that poverty caused by poor living conditions which led to ill health; improving conditions would also reduce amount taxpayers paid to help poor


	Government felt that the problem should be dealt with by local ratepayers

Local ratepayers were trying to reduce expenses not increase them by investing in better living conditions and public health

Government was unwilling to force local businessmen and local councils to pay for health reforms

Although 1848 Public Health Act allowed councils to make improvements it did not force them to do so

The cost of making improvements was high: local councils borrowed £11 million pounds (1848-72)
	Outbreaks of cholera, e.g. major epidemic in 1848 & 1865
Work of John Snow made the link undeniable between contaminated  water supplies and cholera outbreaks

1875 Public Health Act, forced local councils to make improvements and appoint a medical health officer to inspect changes

Scientific developments: Pasteur’s germ theory made a link between dirt and disease

Statistics: births, marriages & deaths had to be recorded by law (from 1837)

Education improving: from 1870 every local authority had to provide schools

Cities like Leeds led the way, e.g. court orders used to punish polluters of water supply; 1874 built sewage purification works

Other improvements: Factory Acts improved people’s working conditions; compulsory vaccination (1852); regulation of doctors (1858); laws against pollution (1876); food regulations (1876) & building regulations (1876)





In your view which were the 3 biggest steps in improving public health in Victorian times and why?








