Nazi terror methods of control
	SS
	Concentration camps
	Gestapo
	Police, the courts & prisons
	Informers
	Heinrich Himmler

	SS stands for Schultz-Staffel or ‘protection squad’

Originally  squadron of 500 men forming Hitler’s personal bodyguard

Developed into a force of 50,000 elite perfect specimens of Aryan men

Ruthless & fiercely loyal to Hitler

Helped crush Hitler in Night of Long Knives

Distinct black uniform

Unlimited power to arrest without trial, search or confiscate property

Developed fighting sections, e.g. Waffen SS

Ran concentration camps


	Originally temporary prisons set up by SA and SS, specialising in political prisoners e.g. Communists and trade union activists
Inmates were regularly tortured and ‘re-educated’

By 1939, concentration camps had expanded to provide slave labour e.g. manufacturing weapons

During WWII developed into mass extermination camps
	Originally Prussian secret service, run by Goering

From June 1936, became state secret service run by Himmler

Tapped phones, intercepted mail and conducted spying operations

Used torture and surprise to extract confessions from suspects
	Nazis took control of existing system of courts
Judges took an oath of loyalty to Hitler

Courts displayed Nazi insignia, e.g. Swastika and eagle of the Third Reich

Number of crimes punishable by death rose from 3 (1933) to 46 (1943), including listening to foreign radio or publishing anti-govt leaflets
	Nazi Party had a strong local structure

Towns divided into local units called ‘Blocks’. Block warden visited each block to collect donations

Block leaders wrote reports on residents, which could determine whether they got jobs or not

Reported on every activity, e.g. telling anti-Nazi jokes, holding illegal meetings or not flying the Nazi flag on celebration days
	Former Prussian chicken farmer

Interested in German folklore

Highly sensitive – could watch executions he ordered

One of those thought responsible for Final Solution (1942) systematic execution of Jews



Which factor was most effective in keeping German people under control?








