GCSE Controlled Assessment
Dover’s secret wartime tunnels
Students’ notes
Marks: 25% of total marks for GCSE

Timing of preparation (teaching & research): 25% of course time approx 25 hours, i.e. term 6 (end of summer term) and term 1 (beginning of autumn term in 2nd year)

Timing of controlled assessment: Question 1, 500 words, 1hour; Question 2, 500 words, 1 hour; Question 3, 1000 words, 2 hours

Exam conditions: you will write your answer in class in exam conditions, however you are allowed to have notes such as tables, mind maps, spider diagrams but NOT model answers in front of you. The teacher will NOT be allowed to mark drafts of your work.
Question types:

Question 1: ‘Why was the site you have studied created?’ (8 marks)
Here you will examine the reasons for the existence of the tunnels at Dover, including previous tunnel systems. You need to explain how the different tunnels have helped to provide a range of uses from defence of the keep, a Napoleonic garrison, headquarters for anti-smuggling operations, its usage in WWI as Fire Command Post, as command HQ for Operation Dynamo during WWII and as a military hospital
Question 2: ‘Consider the interpretation of the site which you have been provided. What evidence from the site supports or contradicts this interpretation?’ (12 marks)
Here you will study Source A in your pack, a photograph of the reconstruction of the anti-aircraft operations room at Dover Castle and consider how accurate the reconstruction is and limitations by comparing it with other evidence from the site and your own research. Essentially we want to know how accurate you think this interpretation is.
Question 3:  “How do other historical sources that you have used in your study help you to understand what you have seen at the site? (20 marks)
Here you will need to evaluate the usefulness of the full range of sources in the pack you have been given in understanding the function and purpose of the site. To reach level 4, the highest level, you will need to explain both the usefulness and limitations of the sources in understanding the site by cross-referencing with evidence from your own knowledge. You will need to support your ideas with accurate, detailed and well-selected evidence.
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Churchill with Vice-Admiral Ramsay in the Secret Wartime Tunnels at Dover








