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Edward Jenner
	Support for his ideas
	Facts about his life & discoveries
	Opposition to his ideas

	
	1. Many people refused inoculations against small pox when Jenner offered them

2. Jenner discovered that people exposed to cow pox also developed a resistance to full blown smallpox and sent his findings to the Royal Society (an important academic body at the time), but they refused to publish his work.

3. Members of the Royal Society couldn’t believe that a disease that comes from cows could cure humans.

4. 100 doctors signed a declaration of support for Jenner’s ideas.

5. Other doctors were reluctant to adopt Jenner’s ideas because they were making money from inoculations.

6. Herbalists opposed the vaccinations.

7. Vaccinations were also expensive, and poor people couldn’t afford the treatment.

8. Parliament gave Jenner a grant of £30,000 to open a vaccination clinic in London.
9. Foreign leaders used his techniques, e.g. the US President, Thomas Jefferson and even the French Emperor, Napoleon who had all his soldiers vaccinated.

10. By 1812 Turkish and Arabic translations of Jenner’s work were being sold across the Middle East.

11. 1852, the British government made vaccination compulsory.

12. Many people resisted the introduction of compulsory vaccinations. This was the first time the government had tried to force people to take medicines!

13. 1887, parents won the right to decide if their children should have the medicine or not.
	



Why was Jenner’s work so important? Read p.119 to get some extra ideas.








