Dunkirk, triumph or disaster?
	Source No. & type
	Triumph
	Disaster
	Possible reason for this view

	2, newspaper headline


	Jubilant headline, ‘Bloody marvellous’

	
	Supporter of war, didn’t want to demoralise troops, wanted to sell papers



	3, painting by official war artist
	Calm, orderly retreat despite the depiction of bombs exploding

Right handside of painting is bathed in white, ‘heavenly’ light suggesting soldiers were going to a better place, left hand side is dark and covered with smoke
	
	Commissioned by govt.

	4, book published 1940
	Everyone joining in the effort to save the soldiers stranded on the beaches

Very patriotic
	
	Written during the war, so didn’t want to demoralise the troops or seem unpatriotic

	5, radio report, 31 May 1940
	‘morale is as high as ever’; ‘anxious to be back again’
	
	BBC, state broadcaster
Reasons similar to above

	6, First-hand account by gunner-officer, 1940
	‘waiting in queues’
	‘horrible stench of blood & mutilated flesh’; ‘slaughterhouse’
	Realistic, eye-witness account

	7, photograph, beaches of Dunkirk
	Orderly queues
	
	Could be govt. propaganda image
Don’t know at which stage in evacuation photo was taken

	8, cartoon
	Everyone was joining in to help war effort, including use of paddle ship, ‘Brighton Belle’
	
	Patriotism

	9, German fighter pilot
	
	‘cold-blooded killing’; ‘spraying with bullets’
	German view of events – no need for British patriotism
Eye-witness account

	10, General Sir Harold E Franklyn, divisional commander, Dunkirk, 1962
	‘Never saw a corpse’, whinging of a few who had ‘no stomach for a fight’
	
	Senior officer in British army

	11, major, well-researched account of Dunkirk (based on 1000+ accounts), 1961
	
	Indiscipline, chaos, soldiers ‘far from itching to return for another crack at the enemy’
	Based on rigorous research and eye-witness accounts
Written well after events

	12, ‘Dunkirk, the Necessary Myth’
	
	Numbers of civilian involved in evacuation was minimal and accounted for no more than 26,500 (out of 300,000+) saved from beaches
	Explore idea of title ‘Necessary myth’

	13, book, 1972, by senior officer in British army
	
	1,212,000 Dutch, Belgian, French & British troops taken prisoner as well as thousands of pieces of military equipment e.g. 75,000 vehicles
	Explore idea that officer in British army might be expected to give a pro-British account but not one that explores the failings of the army

	14, book published 1989, 338,226 men evacuated
	338,226 men evacuated; 2739 sorties by RAF; ‘fierce resistance’ by RAF
	
	Explore idea of what we need to know about source in order to establish motives for this bias


