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Letter home from a sailor during the Battle of the Atlantic





( Individual task





Imagine you are a sailor onboard a ship which is part of a convoy. Write a letter home to a loved one in Britain, but make sure you refer to the following:





Rumours you have heard about the numbers of ships that German U-boats are sinking


How the capture by the enemy of coastlines in northern Europe is helping them attack British shipping


The tactics used by U-boat ‘wolf packs’ to stalk and destroy British merchant ships


The new technology equipment such as RADAR & ASDIC used to locate U-boats


The tactics and weapons used by the Royal Navy to locate and destroy U-boat


Rumours you have heard about the enigma code-breaking machine and the impact it is having on the Battle of the Atlantic


Increases in ship production the construction of ‘Liberty ships’








(Extension task








Many of the things you have written in your letter would be censored by the authorities before they got home. Highlight in blue (hence the expression blue-pencilled) the things that would have been censored and insert a comment box explaining why.





Have a go at the BBC Battle of the Atlantic interactive task � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwtwo/launch_gms_battle_atlantic.shtml" ��http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwtwo/launch_gms_battle_atlantic.shtml�





(Going further


Some useful websites & resources.





‘Peace & War’, p.176-9


� HYPERLINK "http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/atlantic.htm" ��History Learning Website� useful overview of the battle


� HYPERLINK "http://www.johndclare.net/wwii8.htm" ��John D Clare� more details, and links to other sites


� HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwtwo/battle_atlantic_01.shtml" ��BBC History� – detailed articles and multi-media activities











