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How did Britain win the Battle of Britain?














(Extension task





Read p.162-3 of  ‘Peace and War’  to find out about the events of the Battle of Britain and the conditions under which pilots fought under. Divide into pairs. One of you is a pilot (either German or British) the other is a BBC radio interviewer. Conduct an interview including some or all of the points indicated below.








If you are an interviewer, think of some questions you would like to ask the pilots about the following areas:





Training


Strengths and weaknesses of the aircraft


Number of hours in the air, and time for rest and recuperation


Combat conditions


Morale of the air force


The way the war is going. i.e. number of aircraft shot down





If you are a pilot think about the following things:





Whether you are a full-time pilot or a ‘reservist’


Why you trust the aircraft you’re flying


A typical day’s flying, i.e. what happens before and after each ‘sortie’ or flight


What it is like to be flying a WWII fighter or bomber (look especially at Source 7)


How you feel when you are airborne and you see the enemy through your cockpit window


How you feel the war is going for your side


What you think the final outcome will be


Feelings towards friends and family on the ground








