
To what extent had Germany recovered from defeat in the First World War by 1929?

World War One had deeply wounded Germany and meant that the physical and psychological effects got worse. As well as these, Germany was affected politically, mainly due to the fact that the Reichstag was weakened because of Germany being ruled as a Military Dictatorship by the Kaiser, Ludendorff and Hindenburg. Germany’s farming was disrupted because farm workers were drafted into the armed forces, and so only 50% of milk and 60% of the butter and meat was being produced than before the war. Before the war Germany was a very ambitious and proud country, but the experiences of war had mad Germany bitter and angry. A society which had previously been famous for it’s obedience and unity had now become famous for it’s squabbling and conflict, especially after they started looking for someone to blame for World War One.
Germany had recovered to some extent after the First World War, mainly due to the introduction of the new constitution in Weimar Germany. After the Kaiser’s system of government had been removed, Germany had to decide on a brand new government, the Weimar Constitution. This new form of government meant that a president would be elected every seven years and that all adults, including women, could vote. Introducing proportional representation meant that political parties were allocated seats in Parliament in proportion to the number of votes they received. Even though this method of allocating seats was unbiased, it potentially meant that smaller extremist parties (such as the Nazi’s) could gain seats in Parliament. As well as having anew constitution, Germany was then put in the hands of other leaders, such as Freidrich Ebert and Gustav Stresemann. Both of these men helped Germany recover from the Great War, especially Stresemann because he managed to introduce them to the League of Nations and managed to reduce their reparation payments.
Even though the Germany had recovered slightly in political terms, it still did face other significant political challenges. The Government was threatened by both left and right wing parties. The Spartacists (left wing) were lead by Rosa Luxemburg and in 1919 they staged an attempted revolution in Berlin against Ebert’s government. However, it failed dramatically because it was poorly organised, the Spartacists failed to capture many of the buildings in Berlin and they lacked support of other left wing parties. As well as the Spartacist uprising, the Government faced the Kapp Putsch. After the Government signed the Treaty of Versailles, many German troops resented the idea of their army being reduced in size, and simply joined the Freikorps if they were disbanded. Many of the Allies were getting worried about the number of unofficial forces, and put pressure on Germany to try and disbanded or at least down size these groups. However, many these units opposed the ideas and the Freikorps, led by Wolfgang Kapp, marched into Berlin and declared a new national government. However, due to the fact that the Kapp Putsch didn’t have the support of the political groups and the halt of the public services meant that the protestors couldn’t reach 
their destination, meant that the Kapp Putsch failed. Also, the Munich Putsch, which was led by Hitler, tried to over throw the Government by attempting a revolution in Munich, the 
capital city of Bavaria. It was easily crushed by the army and the police, but it was still another example of the violent opposition of the Government. As well as having all the attempted revolutions to deal with, they still were hated by the German’s because they signed the Treaty of Versailles. The Treaty meant that Germany had to downsize its military forces, pay reparations and take full blame for World War One, which made the Weimar Government very unpopular. 

Stresemann’s was one of the most important Chancellors of Weimar Germany for many reasons. Gustav had reintroduced Germany back into the League of Nations. By doing so, it 

meant that its status as a great power was recognised as Germany was given a permanent seat on the League’s Council alongside Britain and France, which would have made Germany feel that they were more involved in things. Also, in 1925 Germany signed the Locarno Treaties with Britain, Italy and France, which guaranteed Germany’s frontiers with France and Belgium, but he avoided giving any guarantees over the eastern frontiers of Germany. By also signing the Kellogg-Briand Pact it meant that ‘all disputes shall only be sought by peaceful means. 
The economy played a huge role in attempting to get Germany back to a reasonable state. However, one major down fall of the economy was in 1923 when the Ruhr was occupied by the French and Belgium troops, after Germany failed to makes its’ reparation payments. People in the Ruhr had then been informed to stop work (passive resistance), which then resulted in hyperinflation due to the fact that Germany simply didn’t have the money to make the payments, so printed more money. This resulted in sky high prices and the value of money declining. People who had worked hard all their lives were struck with poverty as their pensions and their savings lost all value. Even people lucky enough to maintain their job found that the wages could not keep up with the rocketing prices. The people who suffered most from inflation were the middle classes who saw their savings and their businesses destroyed. Nevertheless, Gustav Stresemann managed to find a way out of this terrible situation by abandoning the policy of passive resistance. As we know, Germany still had to pay their reparations, but simply didn’t have the money to give to them. In November the German government agreed to resume their reparation payments. The Allies then set up a committee under an American banker, Charles Dawes, to resolve the problems of how Germany was going to pay, The Dawes Plan meat that a huge loan was available to Germany, and that it would help Germany rebuild its trade and industry. This meant that the regular flow of money could easily be paid in regular reparations. As well as the Dawes Plan, the Young Plan was introduced to Germany in 1929. This meant that a final agreement on the issue of reparations could be resolved. As a result of this, Allied occupation forces were withdrawn from the Rhineland area of Germany. 
‘The Golden Age’ of Weimer culture had its achievements and challenges. Due to the fact

That the 1920’s were a time of turmoil and anxiety for many Germans, this new range of art 
And new line of epic films meant that this new age was full of colour and hope. As well as art, the ‘Golden Age’ produced a new range of the architecture, theatre and even cabaret and nightlife. However, this new daring lifestyle, which characterised 1920s Berlin, was not found any where else in Germany. Most Germans were shocked by these new liberal attitudes, and Berlin was seen as sleazy, corrupt and sex-obsessed. This meant that many of the artists had to flee from Germany due to these new attitudes of the ‘Golden Age.’
To conclude my argument, Germany had not fully recovered by 1929, and it was mainly due to the vast amounts of loans they had received from America. Even though Germany seemed to be slowly recovering after hyperinflation and the various loans that had been given to them, they now had a lot of money to return to America. As we know, America suffer from the Wall Street Crash which happens later in 1929, which means that Germany have to quickly pay back the loans after America has called all its money back. I also think that politically Germany was slowly beginning to weaken, especially as the Nazi Party were slowly gaining more and more seats in parliament due to proportional representation. This meant that the Nazi’s were slowly gaining control of the Government, and as we know, this leads to fatal consequences in the future.

