                                              Wednesday 10th October 1771                                               

Dear Louis XVI 

I have finally arrived in Britain and I have written this report for you on the subjects on British transport, population, government, health, industry and empire.

Many people travel around in horse and carriages and if you are rich enough, you can afford your own carriage and along the way of your journey, will have the horses changed over. People however if they are not rich, can have the choice between either a stage coach or a mail coach. The roads in which to travel on are very dusty and are quite bumpy. People had to pay tolls for some of the roads they travelled on.
If you wanted to go overseas to another country you would use a boat from Dover. The ships often have to wait offshore at Dover until the tide is high enough for the ship to enter the harbour. Sometimes though you will have to wait 1 week or maybe even more for the wind to blow in the right direction for you to sail.   
A lot of Great Britain’s population lives in Britain. There are as many as 5.5 million people living in Britain. Most people live in the country side and make their living from farming. Scotland has the second largest population at 1.25 million people. This is supposedly less than Britain as Scotland has much more harsher conditions, and encounters a lot of snow and rain with bitterly cold weather. Wales comes last with 0.5 million people. These numbers of people have been taken by a survey called a census. Altogether in Great Britain are 6.75 million people.          

The government in 1707 had passed a treaty of union stating that the kingdom of Scotland and the kingdom of England have joined together in order to form Great Britain. Some of the rulers and people in government include; King George I (1714-27) who spoke German and is fabled for his lovers. From 1727-60 was King George II who preferred Germany and was the last king in battle. Now we come to our present King, King George III who is an English speaker and occupied Buckingham palace.  
The health in Great Britain is not very good. The average life expectancy for a person is 30 years old, if that.  The main killer diseases are pneumonia, bronchitis, diphtheria, tuberculosis, cholera and smallpox. 15 in every 100 children die each year before their first birthday and 1 in 5 mothers die. Many surgeons perform operations extremely quick as there are no ways of “knocking the patient out”. The quickest operation to be preformed was in 54 seconds! Operation tools include; amputation knife, Amputation saw, bullet extractor, Circumcision Knife, lithotome and a tobacco smoke enema. Doctors even come round on their horses with a saddle bag which contains medicine or the doctor’s equipment.  In 1763 another out break of smallpox had began. The last outbreak of small pox in Great Britain was in 1722. 1 in 6 people die from smallpox.     
A lot of people are now seeking other jobs from the country into towns, looking for better paid work. The wages for a working farmer are quite low and there are not very many people needed as the farmers use machinery on farms like threshers. New jobs in towns include working machines in mills. The factory owners build houses for them. There are many factors and due to this has caused pollution.  The Chimneys, bridges and factory smoke blocks out most of the light in the towns. Many of the factories use children now. They work long hours and some are treated badly. Some of the children work as soon as they are 4 or 5 years old. 

The British have conquered many countries and have created a British empire. Countries in the British Empire include; Canada, West Indies, Africa, India and America. As the British have many countries in their empire they can transport goods to each other, especially goods from plantations. Some of the imported goods that they receive are cotton, tobacco and sugar. Some of the exported goods from Britain include cloth, pottery and metal goods. 

I hope that you will understand a bit more about Great Britain.                             
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