                                                                                                                           
Members of the Jury,
   I, William Wilberforce, stand before you today to raise my strong concerns with you all on why I believe the terrible act of slavery should be abolished.

  This country has been very judgemental towards Africa and its people, a country where people live in harmony. They have done nothing to deserve such ill treatment which our country has bestowed upon them. The Africans are not a sub-species; they are just like us, human beings with rights and values which ultimately should be respected.
 We have been abusing these people for no reason; millions of men have been killed or injured in this horrifying trade for doing nothing wrong. How would you feel if you were on the receiving end of this trade, being flogged and torn apart from your own family transported to strange and distant lands?
   The supporters of this terrible trade should be ashamed of themselves. I believe it is time to name and shame these people for their actions towards their fellow human brothers – the auctioneers, the Captains of the slave ships, the plantation owners and the dock workers who receive payments. They all have blood on their hands!
   I shall now tell you about the life of Olaudah Equiano. Olaudah was born in Africa in1745; he was a youngest boy of his family. However, when he was 11, he was kidnapped with his sister and was forced into domestic slavery. He was sold by local slave traders and shipped across the Atlantic to Barbados and then Virginia. He was treated badly and was sold to many people. He witnessed torture and recalled that he’ wished for the last friend, Death, to relieve him’. Slavery, he explained, brutalises everyone – the slaves, their overseers, Plantation wives and the whole of society.

   However despite his enslavement as a young man, he purchased his freedom and managed to escape. He travelled to London and became involved in the abolitionist movement and proved to be a popular speaker. 
     The slaves have to endure terrible conditions on the ships transporting them from country to country. One such means of transport is carried out by the slave ship’ Brookes’. My fellow listeners, slaves up to as many as six hundred are cramped appalling together on board this ship. They suffer terribly from these cramped conditions below deck. Slaves have to lay n small spaces and awful smells are endured from the buckets used as toilets. The spaces are so small and cramped that people kill their neighbours to obtain some room and freedom. Imagine these horrors that behold them 

  I do not stand alone with my thoughts and convictions. I have humble support through my many friends who believe in my campaign as passionately as I do. My dear friends to name but a few, Granville Sharpe, Olaudah Equiano, Thomas Clarkson and Josiah Wedgwood all strongly support me in my campaign to end the slave trade. 
  Thomas Clarkson asks you: 

  ‘Is it right to make men slaves against their wills?’ 

 The only reason why this monstrosity has been allowed to last so long is down to one of sheer greed and enjoyment in receiving foreign luxuries like cotton, sugar and tobacco. There are so many greedy people in this country who are getting richer because of the slave trade. Their means of obtaining this wealth is immorally wrong, we should stand together to attack slavery on moral grounds. It has to stop and now! 
 I leave you with this thought to return home to:

 ‘Am I not a man or a brother’.
Friday 25th March 1833





Speech for why slavery should be abolished.
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