
Why were the Nazis successful in keeping the support of most of the German people between 1933-39?
By 1933, Hitler and the Nazi Party had already had number of great achievements, one of them being the fact that Hitler had gone from operating the Munich Putsch, to becoming Chancellor. Also, he hosted the Berlin Olympics in 1936, which proved to be a huge success after a large number of the medals went to the German Athletes. Also, it was an opportunity to show the world how much Germany had improved after a disastrous world war one, and to show off their brand new technology, which was scarce in other countries. In 1938, Kristallnacht took place which resulted in the death and arrest of thousands of Jews. This would have been seen as a set-back for other Jewish people in Germany; where as normal German people would have felt that this event would have been a positive thing. He had gained support from a large majority of the German Public, but in order to maintain his post of Chancellorship, he had to ensure that he was still gaining the votes he had already received to stay in power. He did this through a number of ways, from indoctrinating the young people of Germany, to adjusting the Economy and its’ policies. 
Hitler and the Nazis made many political changes to Germany, which helped him hugely in gaining the German citizens’ vote. In 1933, the ‘Protection Law’ was passed, which meant that the leading Communist parties could not take part in elections, which meant that they could receive more votes. Later that year, Hitler also banned trade unions which meant that he had taken away the workers way of complaining about pay and working conditions. This meant that the workers had no way of complaining about working standards and so there fore meant Hitler did not receive any formal complaints about workplaces and kept the support of German workers. In July, a law was passed which banned the formation of new parties. Anyone who attempted to set up their own political party would have been sentences to prison for 3 years, and this also meant that people could only vote for the Nazis. As well as having opposition in the Reichstag, young rival youth groups were causing trouble. One of them was the ‘Swing Groups,’ which were just a nuisance rather than a real threat, but it did result in them saying ‘Heil Benny,’ instead of ‘Heil Hitler.’ However, the White Rose Group, which was led by Sophie and Hans Scholl, distributed anti-Nazi leaflets and Propaganda, trying to persuade people not to vote for Hitler and help in the war effort. Hitler had them exterminated to ensure that everyone was voting for the Nazi Party.
Propaganda played an enormous part in maintaining the support of the General Public. The leader of the ‘Ministry for Public Enlightenment’ was Josef Goebbels and it was his job to ensure that all people were indoctrinated with positive Nazi thoughts. Propaganda was used in the film industry, Nazi newspapers and through posters, all of which were used to brainwash the German public into believing that Hitler was the right choice. As well as newspapers and cinema, Hitler held rallies (especially in Nuremburg) to gain support of the voters, by enthralling them with their new lighting systems and Hitler’s inspiring speeches. This also meant that anyone who was causing trouble would have been dealt with the SA/SS for not supporting Hitler. A very famous event which took place was the Berlin Olympics in 1936, which was a good opportunity for Hitler to make the world believe that Germany was in good hands and on the road to recovery after a disastrous World War One. This also meant that he could brandish their brand new technological advances (e.g. lighting systems, cameras) to the world, and show other countries that they were fitter, stronger and faster than others. As well as this, they took down their anti-Semitic posters to show they were tolerant of other cultures in their community. This meant that other German people could be inspired by Germany’s brand-new advances and this meant even more would be supporting Hitler even more, after seeing what he is capable of. 

One of the most important factors of gaining votes was to gain support from German people when they are very young. One way of doing this was by incorporating Nazi ideas into their everyday lives, and one factor was education.  Certain subjects were either abolished or introduced to make sure that the children were receiving the right education with the correct Nazi ideas incorporated into their learning. For example, religious studies was abolished because Hitler wanted the pupils to see Hitler as a ‘Godly,’ or ‘Biblical’ figure who was to be worshiped, rather than the children learning about other religious figures. By doing this, Hitler was making sure that the pupils were learning about him and the standards he expects the pupils to live by. Also, the study of History was altered to make sure that the students were learning about the rise of the Nazi Party, the injustice of the Treaty of Versailles and also the evils of Communism and the Jewish community, which meant that Hitler was turning the children against other groups in society (i.e. The Jews) and maintaining his support. In addition to the subjects, the teachers also were persuaded to join the teachers association, which meant that their teaching methods could be supervised and that the children were learning positive things about Germany and Hitler. Furthermore, the Hitler Youth was assembled to make it easier for the young people to learn about the military and the Nazi Party, through a range of exciting activities. Boys attended the Hitler Youth, whilst the Girls attended the ‘League of Maidens’ which focused mainly on encouraging the girls to learn to cook, sew and produce an Aryan family when they are older. By teaching these things, the Nazi Party were able to have more control on what the young people were thinking and their future plans i.e. producing a family or joining the military.

As well as children being targeted in the effort to maintain high support, women were also affected by the new Nazi Policies, in order for them to keep supporting the Nazi Party. Josef Goebbels set up a massive propaganda campaign in order to encourage women to produce larger Aryan families. They also encouraged women to stop smoking and lead a healthy diet to ensure that they were able to produce larger families. Another factor which was used to promote large families was the ‘Honour Cross of the German Mother.’ This was an award that was given to mothers depending on how many pure Aryan Children they had. They received a Bronze Medal for four children and a Gold Medal for eight children. This would have been seen as an incentive to mothers, because that would have meant they would have tried to have had more children, which is exactly what the Nazi’s expected of them. By introducing certain award schemes into a German mother’s life, it meant that the German women were more inclined to have children, which meant that the Nazi’s would have gained even more votes. 
As well as making the standards of living higher, they had to improve the economy. A new plan that was introduced was the New Plan, which was controlled by Dr Hjalmar Schacht. They needed to limit what they were importing because they were unable to meet the same exporting standards. Also, trade agreements were made with individual countries, which meant that other countries were supplying Germany with raw materials. In addition to this, unemployment was also reduced due to the creation of new job opportunities such as rebuilding German cities and the brand new ‘Autobahns.’ Also in 1935, it was made compulsory that you joined the Labour Service, which ultimately meant that you had to have a job. Although, Jews and political opponents were dismissed from certain jobs and were then replaced with the unemployed. Next was the Four-Year Plan, which was headed by Hermann Goering, who was also head of the Luftwaffe and the President of the Reichstag. The aim of the Four-Year Plan was to make Germany a self-sufficient country and prepare for war.  This meant that there was an increase in the production of raw materials, like coal, oil, metal and explosives. They also used force labour if worse came to wore, because Hitler was set on producing thousands of raw materials. However, the Fur Year Plan had billions of Reichmarks poured into it, and by 1939 Germany was still dependant on other countries supplying one-third of its raw materials. As well as this, working conditions and terms were improved for the German workers. The ‘Beauty of Labour’ scheme persuaded employers to improved working conditions in their factories. It organised campaigns such as ‘Good Ventilations in workplace.’ Also, the ‘Strength through Joy’ scheme was introduced to organise leisure time for the workers. By improving the working conditions of workers, and giving them leisure time, it meant that more people would have supported the Nazi Regime. Also the Reich Labour Service was another organisation which was introduced, which meant all 18-25 year old men had to do six months work service if they were unemployed. It was poorly paid and hard manual labour, which made it very unpopular. The Nazi’s used the Reich Labour Service to try and indoctrinate young men to ensure that they had all the support they could receive. Even though this service provided jobs for the unemployed, due to the elimination of trade unions, it meant that they could not complain about the high work load or the low salary. By introducing these schemes and providing jobs for the German people, it meant that Hitler would have gained more support and would have got more votes. 
Certain policies were introduced in Germany which became very popular with the German public. After Hitler wrote ‘Mein Kampf’ when he was in prison, many people then agreed with his idea that the Jewish people were the cause of their troubles, i.e. the cause of world war one.  This meant the anti-Semitic policies that were put in place, felt comfortable with most of the German people. For example, the Nuremburg Law meant that a Jewish person could not have a sexual relationship with a non-Jewish citizen. This however, would not have suited the minds of many fo the Jewish citizens in Germany. Another rule that was eventually put in place was that Jewish children were not allowed to attend school with non-Jewish children. Economic policies that were put in place were the Four Year Plan and the New Plan, which aimed to reduce German imports, and provide employment for those without work. This would have appealed to many people because at one point, there were six million Germans who were unemployed, so these policies would have provided them with work, which then would have meant Hitler would have gained more votes due to the appreciation of receiving work. 
To conclude, the Nazi Party’s tactics had a large effect on the German public between 1933 and 1939 because he maintained his post of the Fuhrer. They were very successful in keeping their support; however I think that a majority of the support came from fear of what would happen if you did not vote for them. The Gestapo, Informers and SS would have scared the public into not speaking out against the Regime, and so the number of those supporting them would have remained at a steady level. On the other hand, the most important factor which helped the Nazi’s gain more support was the indoctrination of young people. In order to maintain support from the older generation, the young people would have had to have been made to support Hitler from a young age to ensure that they would continue to support him and the Nazi regime in the future. 


