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    Her Hermann Müller
Chancellor of Germany

Weimar Republic Building
Geschwister-Scholl-Straße 

8, 99423 Weimar,

Deutschland

12 May 1929
Dear Hermann Müller

I am writing to congratulate you on your recent appointment to German Chancellor and to inform you about the recent goings on in German politics, and the problems we have recently faced or are still facing for you to take into consideration when you make decisions as chancellor to ensure all decisions you make are the best for the German people in the present and future. Though I have no doubt all your decisions will make a tremendous improvement to our country.


Though I am sure you aware of this over the past years our economy has not been, in 1923 as we had not been keeping up with reparations to the French that we had been forced to pay as a results of the treaty of Versailles the French took over the Ruhr, our most prosperous industrial areas which they were unfortunately permitted to do under the treaty of Versailles. This as you can imagine had a devastating effect on our already extremely weak economy. We responded with passive resistance because we could not go on strike so we just did the least amount of work possible. As you can imagine this put Germany in an even more vulnerable position because now the German government had even less money to pay for reparations so they in a desperate attempt to keep themselves afloat they printed more money, which as it turned out was a very bad idea because it resulted in hyperinflation. Hyperinflation had a devastating effect on many German citizens, mainly the Middle Classes, Pensioners and owners of small Businesses. The problem with hyperinflation was that German currency because there was so much of it was now virtually worthless, in fact it was burnt by many because it was cheaper to burn their money than to buy firewood. To solve this problem and to make German currency worth something again the German government introduced a new currency called the Rentenmark which was then replaced by a permanent currency the Reichmark which improved Germany’s economy and in 1924 the US loaned Germany 800 million marks (the Young Plan) to invest in industry and commerce. In 1925 the French left the Ruhr, passive resistance has stopped and industrial production rates are booming that meant by 1928 we had surpassed pre war levels, and we are now well on our way to becoming one of the worlds leading exporters of manufactured goods. However it is not all good news as we are very dependant on American loans which could be withdrawn anytime, Unemployment is a serious problem because though the economy is rising jobs still aren’t being created fast enough for the growing population, there are extremes of wealth and poverty, a few industrialists run more than half of Germanys industry and Employers are complaining about the amount of money being spent on the welfare benefits for the poor and unemployed saying that taxes are too high.


As a result of the great work of your predecessor Gustav Stresemann Germanys relations with other countries have improved greatly. In 1925 we signed the Locarno Treaty with France, Italy and Britain guaranteeing frontiers’ with France and Belgium to prevent another event like the occupation of the Ruhr, and in 1926 Stresemann negotiated Germany back into the League of Nations which has greatly improved our countries status.


As you will be aware the Weimar Government operates by the system of proportional representation, which allows each political party to gain a number of seats in proportion to the amount of votes they had received, this system is good because it is fair and democratic. However the system of proportional representation also has meant that during all the years that we have had this system no party has ever won the majority of votes and hence been the party incharge, the Social Democrats always win the most votes but never enough to govern alone so the government is made up of many parties working together, however sometimes these coalitions do not work well and this therefore can make an unstable government. Many parties have different views so for example, when Stresemann tried to introduce policies many Nationalist Politian’s didn’t support him because they thought his ideas were too cautious and parties like the Communists and the Nazis made it no secret they wish to overthrow the Weimar Republic. On the other hand since 1924 we have seen the more stable governments, after the 1928 elections the Social Democrats were for the first time since 1923 in the government coalition with the other parties, this shows that the middle-class parties are no longer so suspicious of the socialists. 


In conclusion though I truly believe our country is coming out of the worst of its problems, however there are a few concerns I may have that you might want to take into consideration when making important decisions. The first of these is that we are very dependant on the US because of all the money they have loaned us, though in my opinion this is not an immediate worry because America is a large, wealthy, and the most powerful country so I doubt a situation would arise where we would have to stop The Young Plan, however issues I feel you should turn your attention to are, the unemployment levels, the way the Weimar government is run, and the concentration of industrial power because these are the issues I feel can be solved and if not they could escalate and damage our country once again.
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Yours Sincerely
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Heinrich Jessop                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

