Yana Oscocluvak

184 Dreimstag St.

St. Petersburg

Russia

12/10/1890

Alexander Romanov III

Oldenburg Palace

St. Petersburg

Russia

Dear Alexander Romanov III,

My name is Yana Oscocluvak and I have supported the Tsarist regime for the whole of my life, as my mother, and my mother’s mother have always done. I was mightily impressed with the reforms your father, the late Alexander II introduced before his untimely assassination however, I am writing to you in great anxiety concerning your recent dramatic and recessive changes to the country which has been aptly named ‘The Reaction’. 
Your father’s coming to the throne coincided with the defeat of Russia at the hands of France and Britain in the Crimean War. It is my contention that the shock of this reversal of good fortune prompted your honourable father into a series of major changes in Russian society. These changes began with the reformation of the army in1856, after the failing of the Crimean War. Recruitment was thereafter suspended and men were only conscripted if medically fit. Your father did this in order to make sure that Russia never suffered such a humiliating defeat again. Although army officers had less control over conscripts and compulsory service length had reduced to six years, the conditions of the army had greatly improved. My son was conscripted into the army at 18, and according to him, the training regimes and punishments were much more humane when under your honourable father. He even managed to become literate, with the army teaching him basic mathematics, reading and writing in order to help him with his training. Through the improvement of huge organisations such as the army, you gain many people’s respect and loyalty which could be extremely helpful to your reign. Without this allegiance, the whole country could effectively collapse as it is convention for the army to ally itself with the Tsar of that period.
Another grand reform that your father introduced was the emancipation of the serfs in 1861 where peasants who were before considered the property of individual landowners were released and given free status. In addition, each serf was guaranteed a plot of land on which they could grow whatever he or she liked. Granted, this reform was slightly ill thought through due to the fact that often the newly freed serfs couldn’t afford to pay for the upkeep of the land. Moreover, they often did not have a big enough plot to grow enough to feed their families. However, it was a vast improvement for many who would have spent their whole lives otherwise chained to a job with miserly wages, long hours and no satisfaction. Alexander II also relaxed the controls in some regions of Russia; Finns were granted their own currency, Poland was granted its own archbishop and restrictions were lifted on Jews, as they were then allowed into higher education and government service. However, your recent purging of the country and introduction of excessive russification has removed the opportunity for freedom. This has angered many people whom have grown used to the idea of freedom of will and believe most strongly that it is unfair to blame Russia’s failings on the ethnic minorities which reside in our glorious country. 
In 1864, the Zemstva was created by Alexander II in order to control the running of public health, prisons and roads. These were elected by the local people; the peasants, townspeople and the gentry, with a ‘board’ supervising whatever work they did. The in 1870, the Dumas were created for towns however, provincial governors had the power to overrule Zemstva and often must have thought of it as a threat to their authority. This limited amount of power could have been greatly enhanced by later reforms, yet your Zemstva Act earlier this year has decreased the independence of local councils further, allowing government officials to interfere with important decision making in order to suit their own ends. In addition, the introduction of a statute of state security in 1881 reducing powers of Universities, courts and the police has just increased government control to an almost absurd level. 

In 1865, under Alexander II, your admirable father, censorship of the press was relaxed slightly allowing people to think, do and write what they wanted to some extent. This allowance made many people incredibly thankful towards the late Tsar as before, censorship had been a much feared and despised thing. However, by your tightening of censorship guidelines even further you have angered many people who believe that freedom of speech is not a right to be gained but a basic human right.

The reforms made by your father also allowed the quicker growth of independent schools. The opening of the first girls’ school in 1870 and the exemption from fees for the poor were very important social steps for the country and yet by reducing the amount of power universities have, you have effectively taken away all freedom they had gained. This, in so many words, is not fair, as everybody deserves a fair and varied education. 
Please heed my advice as it is my genuine belief that I am telling this for your own good and the good of the people of who you are supposed to represent. Adhere to conventions only so much, as times are changing, and without change, there can be steps forwards, only steps back, into a recessive, despairing and weak country. Do you want to be the footstool of the West? 
Your ever loving and obedient servant,

Yana Oscocluvak

