To Sir Edward Watkin MP
Member for Hythe
House of Commons
Palace of Westminster


15th December 1874

Dear Sir Edward,

PUBLIC HEALTH BILL
Congratulations and welcome to Folkestone and Hythe as our new Member of Parliament, a worthy successor to Baron Mayer de Rothschild. I am delighted to see your wondrous improvement to the railway time table, from London to Folkestone. I hope you show such enthusiasm towards our town as you do towards your South Eastern Railway, and I wish you well with your Channel Tunnel Bill.

 It is my opinion that you should also support the new Public Health Bill for the following reasons.
The housing in towns and cities has grown rapidly after many people left the countryside to find work. For example, from 1751 to 1851 the population of Manchester has grown from 45,000 to 450,000, a tenfold rise. Much housing has been built poorly on every piece of available land; however still many families live together in one house. These conditions cause problems. 
The outbreak of disease - like typhoid, smallpox, tuberculosis and cholera - spreads very easily throughout the towns causing many dead. Alone in one year have over 50,000 died from cholera. This means less people can work and keep things running. Dr John Snow has proven that water is the causing of this cholera epidemic; sewage has been contaminating our water.  Many people don’t throw their sewage into the street but into their cellars. This then seeps through the ground into the wells of pumps. This contaminated water is then drunk by inhibitants; their bodies then try to dispose of the contaminated water by vomiting and diarrhoea – which is again thrown in to the cellars. People die of dehydration. 
Moreover, throwing sewage and rubbish on the streets only gives problems. This ranks and fills up the streets. It finally deteriorates and also oozes into the wells as well. Streets in London are cleared; however it is all put into the Themes – which is their source of water.
The Public Health Bill would improve this since a sewage system and running water in every new house would be compulsory. This would reduce further illness, as sewage would be carried off and kept separate to the new running water used in households. This would be an improvement since the death rates would be reduced, therefore more people would be able to work to improve the town and money income would rise. Moreover, refuse collectors would have to collect litter from all houses keeping it off the streets. Consequentially, effluent and litter would be taken away making streets cleaner and smell better, as well as children not being able to fall into cesspits. 
In addition, towns and cities would have to construct pavements and install street lighting. This would affect pedestrians as is would be less likely for them to be overrun by carriages and by night pedestrians crossing the roads would be seen, overall making the roads of England safer places. Over a period of time the deaths would be reduced related to carriage accidents. Pavements would also keep people, walking along the roads, cleaner as they would keep them out of dirt, which the horses leave behind. 
Additionally, the Bill could prohibit shoddy housing - new buildings would be more substantial and longer lasting giving an income of money over time.
In Future I would like to see many improvements made, such as cleaner streets. In your own constituency the benefit of piped water and sewage are very apparent in the new west Folkestone estate; at the last census there were over 70 Lords and Ladies staying there.

If the Public Health Bill would be passed into law, these benefits would be spread to new developments throughout the country, making our surroundings a nicer place to be. It would stop the stench in the streets and it would tidy up the town. This would be a positive move for the town as it is a holiday destination and it would attract many more visitors, with substantial houses that have running water and a good sewage system. It would also make people more aware of the plans about a tunnel connecting Folkestone to Calais, in France. This could be a great achievement. Furthermore, a new sewage system would prevent disease breaking out again, raising the death rates again. Many people’s lives could be saved due to the Public Health Bill.
Moreover, I would also like to see pavements - which would give visitors a good feeling - not needing to mind where they step. People could be employed to sweep free the streets from dirt or sweep the way free for people crossing the roads.
Additionally, I’d be keen to see poor building being forbidden as it brings benefits to all. Through this income could rise.

In conclusion, the new Public Health Act could improve health and conditions for people in Britain for the said reasons. I hope this letter of support helps you persuade parliament to pass into law the Public Health Bill.
I have the honour to be, Sir, your most humble and obedient servant,
H.S.
