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Josiah Wedgwood sadly died on January 3rd 1795 in Etruria in central Italy. His amazing achievements earned his place as on of the men contributing to the abolition of slavery. He worked hard to help to produce messages for people all over the world. He will be sadly missed by everyone, his was an unforgettable man. 
I first encountered Mr Wedgwood at one of his pottery factories in a factory of his named ‘Etruria’. He came across as a very passionate and determined man. I was acquainted with him for many years, around 25 years. 
One of the most major achievements of Josiah Wedgwood was when he opened his first factory called Eturia in Burslem, Staffordshire. Although there had been small potteries in this area since the seventeenth century it was not until Josiah Wedgwood set up his production of high quality and large quantities of pottery that the other business’ were forced to copy his methods as they were so successful. 

Another achievement of Josiah Wedgwood’s was that he was a major supporter of The Trent and Mersey Canal dug between the River Trent and The River Mersey. To speed goods on their way, he financed the cutting of the canals. These canals are cheaper and safer than the road and a lot smoother when it comes to moving pottery and porcelain. Heavier goods fare better on water, the roads are inadequate for carrying such heavy goods horse and carriages can’t carry the weight of these goods.  
By 1763, he was receiving orders from the highest levels of British nobility, including Queen Charlotte. Wedgwood convinced her to let him name the line of pottery she had purchased "Queen's Ware", and trumpeted the royal association in his paperwork and stationery.
Slave Trade had a big impact on Josiah Wedgwood’s life, when he found out about how black slaves were treated and how they were auctioned to plantation owner’s he was degusted. He created a logo that are placed at the bottom in many of his potteries and crockery, when the wealthy people of Britain have a drink, once they’d finished they would notice the logo printed onto pottery. Crockery, necklace and snuff boxes also had this emblem on them.  
The logo was a picture of a black slave in chains with the words “am I not a man and a brother.” Putting this in the bottom of his pottery really expressed his true feelings about the slave trade. 
A fellow worker at the Etruria that I am familiar with named William Grimshaw commented, “This is a very devastating situation, his pottery business will carry on as a booming success.” 
Josiah had a very close friendship with the bold abolitionist Thomas Clarkson, he said “Josiah was one of my dearest friends; he took risks in his business, but it was worth it.”
Josiah’s most lasting achievement was the risk he took when making the logo “am I not a man and brother.” When designing to place this slave trade logo in the bottom of pottery, Josiah wasn’t sure whether the British public would accept the message he was trying to get across about the true cruelty of The Slave Trade. 
If he saw in pottery his workshop an offending vessel that failed to meet with his standards, he would smash it with his stick, exclaiming, "This will not do for Josiah Wedgwood!".

Josiah Wedgwood will be remembered for his sheer determination. He was a very strong opinionated man, who served his country well with his inventions and stunning pottery. 
This incredible man will be remembered for centuries to come, he has inspired many people by his enthusiasm for his work.  

His death is a tragedy but his soul will still live on through his fantastic work.  

        Josiah Wedgwood 
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Label – name, date, details











“AM I NOT A MAN OR A BROTHER”


Josiah Wedgwood’s unforgettable emblem. 















































Pottery 


Portland Vase, early 19th century. 
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