How far had Russia moved in the direction of a parliamentary system of government by 1914?
Introduction

· Define ‘a parliamentary system of government’

· Briefly outline the system of government before 1914

· State what the essay will explore

Yes, Russia had moved in the direction of a parliamentary system of government by 1914
Paragraph One
· There was elective local government: the zemstva

· The October Manifesto promised the establishment of fundamental civil freedoms and the State Duma (with participation allowed for those deprived of voting powers and a powerful legislative role)
Paragraph Two
· The Dumas offered a major forum for political debate
· The Dumas achieved some successful reform:

· The First Duma: April – June 1906 (for famine relief and against capital punishment)

· The Second Duma: February – June 1907 (land reform)

· The Third Duma: 1907-12 and the Fourth Duma: 1912-14 (land reform, justices of the peace to replace Land Captains, universal primary education, health and accident insurance programmes, military improvements)
· The Third and Fourth Dumas made it clear that they did not support more religious toleration or the extension of the zemstva into Poland; the Tsar and the government listened to this
No, Russia had not moved in the direction of a parliamentary system of government by 1914
Paragraph One
· Article 87 stated that the Tsar had the right to govern by decree, hence undermining the Dumas

· Those who were dissatisfied with the early dissolution of the First Duma had to go to another country – Finland (specifically Vyborg) – to set up an assembly that voiced their dissent
Paragraph Two
· The number of Kadets in the Second Duma halved, meaning that the representatives could not work so well together and make efficient decisions with regard to reform because the liberals had gone and had been replaced by revolutionaries
· The government interfered with elections to the last three Dumas:
· The Second Duma: The 200 who made the Vyborg Manifesto were banned from standing

· The Third and Fourth Dumas: Only the richest 30% of men could vote

· The Dumas never had any real influence: they were only consultative bodies, so the Tsar and the government could just ignore them
Conclusion

· Substantive as to how far – my opinion is not very far
· Select the main reasons in support of this judgement
