Dover Castle – timeline





Roman times: AD-43-c.400








Middle Ages: c.400-1485








Tudors: 1475-1603





Eighteenth & Nineteenth Centuries





Twentieth Century





Established a port and town called ‘Dubris’ in the valley- provided important link for communication and trade across the empire





On the site of the old hill-fort they built Pharos (lighthouse) - helped to guide shipping safely into the harbour





In the 3rd century, coastal attacks on the channel increased; therefore coastal forts were built along the shore line (Saxon shore)





In the early 11th century fortified town had grown on the site, including a are church ‘ST Mary-in-castro’ translating into ‘ST Mary-in-chains’





New fortification of earth ramparts and timber walls were added in 1064 by Harold Godwinson (Earl of Wessex) this was the first castle at Dover 





William the Conqueror arrived in 1066 and burnt down the new Saxon defences and then spent 8 days building new ones- small timber and earthwork castle within the Saxon town





First stone castle built in 1180 by Henry II and Maurice the engineer, included a stone keep, inner walls, 2 chapels, royal apartments and a piped water supply (first castle to have this) 





Hubert de Burgh started work in 1217 to strengthen the castle’s defences- rebuilt the damaged gateway which was now blocked by the new ‘beaked’ tower. A new earthwork (spur) was built linking the castle by a passage and bridge protected by ST Johns tower. Constable gate (built in 1220’s) consisted of 5 ‘D’ shaped towers which was the main entrance to the castle. A new horse-shoe shaped earthwork and stone wall were built encircling the church and Paros. 





15th century £10,000 spent on improving the keep- bigger windows and new fireplaces and doorways. 





The royal records of 1481 say that William Leys received 2 million bricks which were used to repair the curtain wall 





In the 1530’s threat of invasion forced Henry VIII to strengthen coastal defences –gun platforms were built to protect the harbour and a series of forts built along the coast including the ones at Deal and Walmer.  





Turned into a prison in the early 18th century (during the war of Spanish succession-1702-1713) 1,500 French prisoners were held at the keep. Evidence if their capture can be seen carved into the walls.





In 1745 new barracks built in the inner bailey and then gun batteries were added in 1756 to create a clear line of fire. The curtain walls were given a new parapet and backed with earth banks to absorb shock of canon-fire 





Between 1794-1805 £68,000 spent building an artillery fortress on the western heights due to threat of invasion from across the channel 





In 1800 brick ‘bomb-proof’ arches were built to reinforce the roof for the use of a platform for heavy guns. 





1914 first bomb dropped in Britain, anti-aircraft guns and search lights were then mounted on the roof of the keep.





1940 (WW2) ‘Operation Dynamo’ the evacuation of troops from Dunkirk planned from tunnels beneath the castle (hellfire corner)  





Underground complex south of the church became headquarters of combined services under command of Vice Admiral Ramsey. A 500 bed hospital was also built in the tunnels 





In 1963 responsibility for the castle was passed to the Ministry of Pubic Buildings and Works and since 1984 it has been in the care of English heritage and is now a major tourist attraction. 








