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Name:  


Ella Baker

Dates: 


1903-1986

Place of birth and death: 
Born in Norfolk, Virginia





Died in New York 

Key achievements in helping the civil rights movement:

· Published ‘The Bronx Slave Market’ and it described black women selling themselves for either housework or sex. 

· In 1940 she joined staff of NAACP and helped to set up and stimulate NAACP branches e.g. Birmingham, Alabama

· 1952 – she was elected first female president of the NYC NAACP branch 

· She concentrated on combating the segregated educational system that remained after BROWN and on police brutality.

· She fundraised e.g. The Montgomery Bus Boycott

· Helped to organise the founding meeting of SCLC and worked for it.

· Helped to organised the 1957 ‘Prayer Pilgrimage for Freedom’ in Washington DC 

· She used old NAACP contacts in SCLC’S Crusade for Citizenship
· She let King know how she disapproved of hero worship of him.

· “Strong people do not need strong leaders”

· She disagreed with King on non-violence and advocated self defence.

· She helped shape SNCC’s goal and politicisation of local communities and empowerment of ordinary people.

· Helped to set up Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party
· She drifted away from SNCC when it became more radical

· Campaigned for the imprisoned Black Panther radicals and Communist party member Angela Davies

Overall:
Ella Baker was significant because she worked effectively to empower ordinary people into activism; she empowered many black women through her example and encouragement

Star rating: 4 stars
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Name: James Meredith 
Dates: 25th June 1933 – Present. Meredith is currently living in Jackson, Mississippi, with his wife Judy Alsobrook Meredith. He has one daughter Jessica Meredith Knight and two surviving sons James Meredith and John Meredith. (His son Joseph Howard Meredith died on February 8th 2008 age 39.)

Place of birth: Meredith was born in Kosciusko, Mississippi 
Key achievements in helping the civil rights movement: After two failed attempts, James Meredith became the first African American student at the University of Mississippi on October 1st 1962, an event that was a flash point in the American civil rights movement due to the struggle against segregation and the courts which eventually led to his admission. 

On 5th June 1966, Meredith started a solitary ‘March Against Fear’ from Memphis to Jackson to protest against racism. Soon after starting his march Meredith was shot by a sniper. When they heard the news, other civil rights campaigners, including Martin Luther King, Stokely Carmichael and Floyd McKissick, decided to continue the march in Meredith’s name. 

When the marchers reached Greenwood, Mississippi, Stokely Carmichael made his famous Black Power speech. Carmichael called for “black people in this country to unite, to recognise their heritage, and to build a sense of community”. He also advocated that African Americans should form and lead their own organisations and urged a complete rejection of the values of American society.  

After hospital treatment Meredith rejoined the ‘March Against Fear’ on 25th June, 1966. The following day the marchers arrived in Jackson, Mississippi. Once again the civil rights movement had shown that it would not give in to white racism.

Meredith ceased being a civil rights activist in the late 1960s and found employment as a stockbroker. 

Meredith joined the Republican Party and made several attempts to be elected to Congress. He became increasingly conservative and in 1988 accused liberal whites as being "the greatest enemy" of African Americans. He also opposed economic sanctions against South Africa and made the birthday of Martin Luther King a national holiday. 
Star rating: 4/5. This is because he initiated a significant march in which the famous black power speech was made by Stokely Carmichael, and he worked alongside famous figures such as Martin Luther King in the fight for civil rights. 
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Name: Paul Robeson

Dates: April 9th 1898 - January 23, 1976 (aged 77) 
Place of birth and death: Born – Princeton, New Jersey, USA, Died – Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA

Key achievements in helping the civil rights movement:

· was an Afro-American actor of film and stage, All-American and professional athlete, writer, multi-lingual orator, lawyer, and basso profondo concert singer who was also noted for his wide-ranging social justice activism. A forerunner of the civil rights movement, Robeson was a trades union activist, peace activist, Phi Beta Kappa Society laureate, and a recipient of the Spingarn Medal and Stalin Peace Prize. Robeson achieved worldwide fame and recognition during his life for his artistic accomplishments, and his outspoken, radical beliefs which largely clashed with the colonial powers of Western Europe and the Jim Crow climate of pre-civil rights America.
· Paul Robeson was the first major concert star to popularize the performance of Negro spirituals and was the first black actor of the 20th century to portray William Shakespeare's Othello. His roles in both the American and British film industry were some of the first parts ever created that displayed dignity and respect for the African American film actor, paving the way for Sidney Poitier and Harry Belafonte. 

· At the height of his fame, Paul Robeson decided to become a primarily political artist, speaking out against fascism and racism in the US and abroad as white America failed post-World War II to stand up for the rights of people of colour. Robeson thus became a prime target of the Red Scare during the late 1940s through to the late 1950s. His passport was revoked from 1950 to 1958 under the McCarran Act and he was under surveillance by the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation and Central Intelligence Agency and by British MI5 for well over three decades until his death in 1976. The reasoning behind his persecution centered not only on his beliefs in socialism and friendship with the peoples of the Soviet Union but also his tireless work towards the liberation of the colonial peoples of Africa, the Caribbean and Asia, his support of the International Brigades, his ardent efforts to push for anti-lynching legislation and the integration of major league baseball among many other causes that challenged worldwide white supremacy.
· Condemnation of Robeson and his beliefs came swiftly, from both the white establishment of the US, including the United States Congress, and many mainstream black organizations including the NAACP. This mass vilification by the American establishment blacklisted and isolated Robeson for the latter part of his career. Despite the fact that Paul Robeson was one of the most internationally famous cultural figures of his era, the persecution virtually erased him from mainstream culture and subsequent interpretations of 20th century history, including civil rights and black history.
· To this day, Paul Robeson's FBI file is one of the largest of any entertainer ever investigated by the United States Intelligence Community, requiring its own internal index and unique status of health file. There is also documented a conflicting evidence from the files released under the Freedom of Information Act that Paul Robeson was drugged and neutralized under the CIA's clandestine MKULTRA mind control program and subsequently subjected to unnecessary and abusive levels of electro convulsive therapy while under private care in Great Britain as a means to keep him from influencing the U.S. civil rights movement and worldwide anti-imperialist movements during the 1960s. Despite persecution and limited activity resulting from ailing health in his later years, Paul Robeson remained, throughout his life, committed to world peace and anti-fascism and was unapologetic about his political views. Present day advocates and historians of Paul Robeson's legacy have worked successfully to restore his name to history books and sports records, while honoring his memory globally with celebrations, festivals and posthumous awards and recognitions
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Star rating:
· Paved the way into television

· Famous cultural figures of his era
· Spoke out against fascism and racism in the USA and abroad as white America failed post – WW2 to stand up for the rights of people of colour.  
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Tommy Smith 

Born on June 6th 1944 in Clarksville, Texas.

Key achievements

· He was selected for the American team for the1968 Mexico Olympic Games - competing in the 200 meters and was a favourite to win. 
· While at San Jose University, he became friends with Harry Edwards, a member of the Olympic Project for Human Rights (OPHR). This project tried to organise a boycott of the games but many athletes did not support this.
· Tommy Smith won the final of the 200m race in a world record time of 19.8 seconds 
· Standing on the podium after accepting his gold medal for a world-record performance in the 200 meters, Smith raised one black-gloved fist in a salute to African-American power, inciting both controversy and praise.
· The bronze medallist, John Carlos, also raised a black gloved fist in salute and both were expelled from the games as a result of this symbol for ‘Black Power.’ Smith said he had raised his right fist to represent black power in America, while Carlos raised his left fist to represent black unity. Together they formed an arch of unity and power.
· They wore black socks and no shoes which stood for black poverty in racist America, and Smith wore a black scarf to represent black pride. 
· [image: image15.jpg]


Many saw him as a hero due to these actions but others saw him as a troublemaker who had tarnished the Olympic Games. 
· Tommy Smith got huge support from the less well-off African-Americans but black business leaders and black political groups were less than supportive.
· This event internationalized the civil rights issue in America, and is a memorable television image. 
Star Rating: 4 
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Despite risk of being banned or punished for symbolising ‘Black Power’ he went ahead with it because it was a worthy cause. It was a heroic, memorable moment which publicised the civil rights issue and made others more aware of it. 

Name: 
Adam Clayton Powell
Dates: 

1945-1972



Born in New Haven, Connecticut

                        Died in Miami Florida

Key Achievements in helping the civil rights movement:

· He was the first African-American elected to Congress from New York
· He became chairman of the Education and Labor Committee in 1961
· He developed a formidable public following in the Harlem community through his crusades for jobs and housing.
· As chairman of the Coordinating Committee for Employment, he organized mass meetings, rent strikes and public campaigns, forcing companies and utilities, and Harlem Hospital to hire black workers.
· Powell organized a picket line during the 1939 New York World's Fair at the Fair's executive offices in the Empire State Building; as a result, the number of black employees was increased from about 200 to 732.
In congress:
· Powell challenged the informal ban on black representatives using Capitol facilities reserved for white members only. He took black constituents to dine with him in the "whites only" House restaurant. He clashed with the many segregationists in his own party.
· In 1961, after 15 years in Congress, Powell became chairman of the powerful Education and Labor Committee. In this position he presided over federal programs for minimum wage increases, education and training for the deaf, vocational training and standards for wages and work hours, as well as aid to elementary and secondary education
· He passed legislation that made lynching a federal crime, as well as bills that desegregated public schools and the U.S. military. He challenged the Southern practice of charging Blacks a poll tax to vote, and stopped racist congressmen from saying the word "nigger" in sessions of Congress.

Star Rating: 
****

I gave Adam Clayton Powell four stars as I think his contributions locally, specifically in Harlem, where a great contribution to the civil rights movement as he brought unity and hope. Politically, he changed the status of blacks, for example he banned the word “nigger” within the Congress whilst also making some significant legal changes such as the abolition of lynching. 

Name: Huey Newton 1942- 1989
Place of Birth: Monroe

Family: Youngest of 7 children. He was named after a radical politician, Huey   Long. His father was an active member of the NAACP            

Place of Death: Oakland 

Cause of Death: He was shot dead in an Oakland drug dispute
Key achievements in helping civil rights movement: 

· Bobby Seale and Newton formed the Black Panther Party in 1966 

· Initially established to protect local communities from police brutality and racism, it eventually developed into a Marxist revolutionary group.
· They won a great deal of respect in the Ghettos, especially for their emphasis on self help
· The Black Panthers set up ghetto clinic to advise on health, welfare and legal rights 
· Newton was greatly influenced by Malcolm X which reflected in the Black  Panthers manifesto being similar to that of Garvey and Elijah Muhammad and included things like,  Payments of reparations to black Americans by the Federal Government  as compensation for slavery, and freedom for incarcerated blacks, who should be jailed only if tried by a black jury

· Citing the 2nd Amendment in the US constitution, armed Black Panthers followed police cars in the ghettos in order to expose police brutality

· In May 1967 Black Panthers surrounded and entered the California State Capital Building in Sacramento, accusing the legislature of considering repressive legislation

Negative achievements-

· Routinely engaged in petty crime, sought confrontation with, and advocated the killing of police, which meant that they suffered from police attention, some would say persecution
· Some of the Party’s aims were unrealistic such as exemption of blacks from military service
· Many Black Panthers had prison records from their pre-panther days
Star rating-  
· The Black Panther’s have been described by Newton’s biographer as ‘little more than a media phenomenon’ showing that they contributed very little to the Civil Rights Movement. The Black Panthers which he helped form added to the white’s perception that they were inferior as most of their members had prison records and used violence against the police, thus playing into the white’s hands. He did however work successfully in improving and publicising the poor state of the ghettos. 
Malcolm X Factoid

To his admirers, he was a courageous advocate for the rights of African Americans, a man who indicted white America in the harshest terms for its crimes against black Americans. He has been described as one of the greatest and most influential African Americans in history.

Name: Malcolm X (Born Malcolm ‘Little’) 
Dates: May 19, 1925 – February 21, 1965

Place of Birth: Omaha, Nebraska, United States
Place of Death: New York, United States
Key achievements:

Malcolm X has been described as one of the greatest and most influential African Americans in history. He is credited with raising the self-esteem of black Americans and reconnecting them with their African heritage. He is responsible for the spread of Islam in the black community in the United States.

Many African Americans, especially those who lived in cities in the Northern and Western United States, felt that Malcolm X articulated their complaints concerning inequality better than the mainstream civil rights movement did. One biographer says that by giving expression to their frustration, Malcolm X "made clear the price that white America would have to pay if it did not accede to black America's legitimate demands."

Malcolm X drew early attention to the dreadful conditions in America’s ghettos, and he brought American blacks more closely in contact with oppressed black people throughout the world.

He became a black icon and role model for black youth, particularly through his exploration of his feelings of rejection and his search for his identity in his 1965 ‘The Autobiography of Malcolm X’.

In the late 1960s, as black activists became more radical, Malcolm X and his teachings were part of the foundation on which they built their movements. The Black Power movement and the widespread adoption of the slogan "Black is beautiful" can all trace their roots to Malcolm X.

“He made black nationalism in its various forms appealing to the angry generation of black youth who came of age just as American segregation and European colonial empires were collapsing” (Andrew Clegg). 

Malcolm inspired the new generation of black leaders such as SNCC’s Stokely Carmichael and CORE’s Floyd McKissik and the black power movement in general. He was the first really prominent advocate of separatism and what subsequently became known as black power during the great civil rights era.


Name:
Rosa Parks

Dates:
February 4, 1913 – October 24, 2005

Place of 

birth & 
Tuskegee, Alabama
death:           Detroit, Michigan

Key achievements in 

Helping the civil rights

Movement:


~ She didn’t move when asked to on a bus and 



was arrested. - the boycott continued for 381 days





~ In 1956, the Supreme Court deemed that 




segregation on buses was unconstitutional, which 



is seen as being of great significance in civil rights 



history




~ was given the title “Mother of the Civil Rights 




Movement”





~ She wrote about her motivation in her 





autobiography My Story




~ She played a huge part in internationalising the 



civil rights movement





~ a member of the NAACP
Star Rating:


(((




Rosa Parks had one major achievement in helping 



the civil rights movement and that was the 




Montgomery Bus Boycott. Apart from that, she 




mainly worked in the background with the NAACP.
Name: Jackie Robinson.
Dates: January 31st 1919 – October 24th 1972

Place of birth and death: Born – Cairo, Georgia. Died – Stamford, Connecticut

Key achievements in helping the civil rights movement: After serving as an officer in a black army unit in WW2, he joined the Kansas City Monarch in baseball’s Negro League. He was the recruited by the Dodgers and was the first African American Major League Baseball player of the modern era. 

Although he was not the first black professional baseball player in United States history, his 1947 Major League debut with the Brooklyn Dodgers ended around 60 years of baseball segregation, breaking the baseball colour line. This was implemented in 1889 and excluded African American players from organised baseball in the US. Many people believed that whites and blacks should be kept separate in areas such as sport, although Robinson went on to have a successful baseball career. 

He was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1962 and won several awards throughout his career, such as the National League MVP Award in 1949 and he was the first black player to win this. 

Robinson was also the first black Major League Baseball analyst and the first black vice president of a major American corporation, Chock Full O’ Nuts, in 1957. He fought to improve the quality of life, not only for African Americans but for society as a whole. In the 1960’s, he helped to establish the Freedom National Bank, which was owned and controlled by African Americans.

In addition to this, he served in several campaigns an on the board of directors for the NAACP from 1957 – 1967.

He was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom and the Congressional Gold Medal. 

He also starred in ‘The Jackie Robinson Story’, a biographical film made in 1950.

In 1970, he established the Jackie Robinson Construction Company to build housing for families with low incomes. 

Star Rating: 4/5. This is because he broke the colour barrier in athletics challenging people’s views and meaning that black people could play in teams they previously were not allowed to. He also helped the NAACP in several campaigns and established an organisation to help those with low incomes.

Martin Luther King
‘The father of the modern civil rights movement’

Dates
· 1955-Headed MIA in the Montgomery Bus boycott
· 1957- Founded SCLC

· 1961-Albany Movement

· 1963-Birmingham campaign and ‘I have a dream’ speech during march on Washington

· 1964-Nobel Peace Prize

· 1967-Published ‘Where do we go from here?’
Place of Birth and Death

· Martin Luther King, Jr., was born on January 15, 1929, in Atlanta, Georgia to a well-educated and relatively prosperous family that gained strength from the church and NAACP. It was in Atlanta where King first experienced discrimination and segregation, which motivated him in later life to advance the civil rights of blacks in America.
· King was assassinated on 4 April 1968 in Memphis Tennessee.  
Key achievements in helping the civil rights movement

· Martin Luther King was an extremely important and significant figure in the forefront of the civil rights movement, enriching the campaign with his powerful ability in speech making, organization of the movement and hope inspiring actions
· In 1956 MLK was nominated as leader of the Montgomery Bus Boycotts (the trigger event of the civil rights campaign) with his religious influence, and headed the umbrella organisation known as the Montgomery Improvement Association (MIA)      
· In 1957 he formed the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) an organization aiming to improve the black situation in the South and attract national attention to racial inequality, which was particularly hard to attack because of its religious basis
· In 1961 the Albany movement mobilized thousands of citizens for a broad-front nonviolent attack on every aspect of segregation within the city and attracted nationwide attention. When King first visited on December 15, 1961, he "had planned to stay a day or so and return home after giving counsel.” But the following day he was swept up in a mass arrest of peaceful demonstrators, and he declined bail until the city made concessions. "Those agreements", said King, "were dishonored and violated by the city," as soon as he left town .King returned in July 1962, and was sentenced to forty-five days in jail or a $178 fine. He chose jail.
· In 1963 King concentrated upon segregation and unequal  opportunities in Birmingham, Alabama, where he generated national attention to the black’s determination in planned demonstrations and attracted great awareness to Bull Connor (Birmingham’s public safety Commissioner) brutal treatment of black demonstrators, turning police and their dogs onto the crowds.     
· King’s greatest success would be the march on Washington, August 1963, aiming to encourage a passage of civil rights bill and executive action to increase black employment, and advertise the effectiveness of non violent protest, maintaining black morale. The most memorable aspect of the march was King’s ‘I have a dream’ speech which powerfully appealed to white America, with his references to the declaration of Independence and the Bible. 
· King and SCLC were also driving forces behind the protest in St. Augustine, Florida, in 1964. The movement engaged in nightly marches in the city met by white segregationists who violently assaulted them. Hundreds of the marchers were arrested and jailed. King and the SCLC joined forces with the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) in Selma, Alabama, in December 1964, where SNCC had been working on voter registration for several months.
Star Rating:  

I believe Martin Luther King should have a 5 star rating because he showed great commitment and dedication to black civil rights, meaning his contribution to the civil rights movement was extremely extensive and enduring. We can judge his significance by looking at what followed his death, The Poor people’s campaign fizzling out under his successor Ralph Abernathy, and without King the SCLC collapsed. In 1964, King became the youngest person to receive the Nobel Peace Prize for his work to end racial segregation and racial discrimination through civil disobedience and other non-violent means.MLK’s powerful speaking ability, accurately articulating the feelings of his audience, was an particularly inspiring trait, as well as his role in organising the campaign whenever morale seemed weakening, and inspirational courage, defying many attempts to diminish his fortitude, for example his house being firebombed in 1956.          

   Roy Wilkins

1901-1981

Roy Wilkins was born in St. Louis on 30th August, 1901. After graduating from the University of Minnesota in 1923, with a degree in sociology, Wilkins worked as a journalist.
In 1955, Wilkins was named executive secretary director in 1964) of the NAACP. He had an excellent reputation as an articulate spokesperson for the civil rights movement. 
Wilkins participated in the March on Washington (1963), the Selma to Montgomery marches (1965), and the March Against Fear (1966).

In 1967, Wilkins was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom by Lyndon Johnson. During his tenure, the NAACP played a pivotal role in leading the nation into the Civil Rights movement and spearheaded the efforts that led to significant civil rights victories, including Brown v. Board of Education, the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

Wilkins was totally opposed to violence and disapproved of Black Power. He also rejected student demands for all-black university departments describing the idea as a "return to segregation and Jim Crow".
In 1977, at the age of 76, Wilkins retired from the NAACP and was succeeded by Benjamin Hooks. Wilkins died September 9, 1981. In 1982 his autobiography Standing Fast: The Autobiography of Roy Wilkins was published posthumously.

The players in this drama of frustration and indignity are not commas or semicolons in a legislative thesis; they are people, human beings, citizens of the United States of America. 

-Roy Wilkins 
Star Rating: 

***
   Elijah Muhammad

1897 – 1975

· Born in Sandersville, Georgia (7th October 1897) as one of thirteen children in a family of sharecroppers.

· Moved to Detroit in 1923 and joined the Nation of Islam, following the teachings of Wallace Fard.

· Married Clara Evans and had eight children with her.

· Believed that African Americans could be successful through “discipline, racial pride, knowledge of God, and physical separation from white society”.

· Changed his name from Elijah Poole to Elijah Muhammad.

· Became the assistant of Fard until he mysteriously disappeared and then took helm, claiming that Fard was Allah and that he was his prophet.

· Bought land in the Deep South and created businesses and paramilitary forces.

· Ordered followers to abstain from drugs, refuse to join up or be drafted for WWII, avoid premarital sex and behave in accordance to Allah’s laws.

· Was imprisoned between 1942 and 1946 but after release continued his work for NOI, increasing the membership.

· Malcolm X was established as the second most important figure in the NOI after Muhammad.  However, Muhammad suspended him after Malcolm X made extremist speeches.  He left in 1964.

· Died 25th February 1975 in Chicago.

Beliefs

· Beliefs were completely different to that of Orthodox Islam.
· Separatism from whites since they were abusive and had ruled over blacks for too long – it was their revolution now.
· African Americans were the ‘chosen people’.
· Islam was the religion for African Americans and Christianity was for the whites.
· No spiritual life after death.
· Allah created people black and all the other races were created by an evil scientist, Yakub.  Whites were his last and most evil creation.
· Whites would rule for several thousand years before Allah would return and end the supremacy.
Rumours and Opinions

· It was generally believed that he was sleeping with other women – he had around twenty-one children with eight women, usually NOI secretaries.  This put massive strain on the marriage, although to make things seem a little less controversial it was suggested that these other women were also married to him.  Nineteen of his children filed lawsuits in an attempt to become an heir, although none of them succeeded.

· His IQ was borderline mental disability.

· He was thought to have played a role in Malcolm X’s assassination and the Hanafi murders in which six children and a friend of someone that had mocked the NOI.

· He was very racist, calling whites ‘devils’, even though he employed them.
Star Rating: 2/5

Although he was an important figure within the Nation of Islam, his effect on the Civil Rights movement was not huge in the way of his direct actions.  Instead he was more of the catalyst for leaders such as Malcolm X.  He did not develop the ideas of the NOI, either, but was the ‘prophet’.  Therefore he does not score very highly.
Name: James Farmer

DOB: 12th January, 1920


Place of Birth: Marshall, Texas

DOD: 9th July, 1999


Place of death: Fredericksburg, Virginia
Key achievements in helping the civil rights movement: 
Farmer and several Christian pacifists founded the Congress on Racial Equality (CORE) in 1942. The organization's purpose was to apply direct challenges to American racism by using Gandhian tactics of non-violence. Farmer's religious beliefs resulted in him refusing to serve in the armed forces during the Second World War. 

In 1947 Farmer participated in CORE's campaign of sit-ins which successfully ended two Chicago restaurants' discriminatory service practices against blacks. Articulate and charismatic, Farmer became CORE National Director in 1961. In this position he helped organize student sit-ins and Freedom Rides in the Deep South. 

In 1966 Farmer resigned from Congress on Racial Equality in order to direct a national adult literacy project. A supporter of the Republican Party, Farmer failed in his attempt to win a seat in Congress in 1968. Shortly afterwards, the new president, Richard Nixon, appointed him Assistant Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare. 

After leaving Nixon's administration in 1971, Farmer worked for the African American think tank, Council on Minority Planning and Strategy. In his final years Farmer completed his autobiography, Lay Bare the Heart (1985). He was awarded the Congressional Medal for Freedom in 1998 – one year before his death, in recognition of his contribution to the civil rights movement.

Star Rating: 



Three stars:- James Farmer made significant contribution to the movement of civil rights, however, it does not appear that he was ever a national or well publicised figure, suggesting that despite his successes in the fight for black equality, they never matched up to the likes of Martin Luther King or Malcolm X for example. On the other hand, his establishment of CORE and his appointment by Richard Nixon, as well as being awarded the Congressional Medal for Freedom showed how his contribution was recognised by some and did to some extent influence the direction of the organisations as a whole.

  Name: Medgar Evers

Born: July 2, 1925 (1925-07-02)Decatur, Mississippi, U.S. 

Died: June 12, 1963 (aged 37) Jackson, Mississippi, U.S.

Key achievements in helping the civil rights movement:

Evers got his high school diploma by walking twelve miles to school and twelve miles back each week day. During World War Two, he joined the American Army and was honourably discharged from it in 1946.

When he returned from a Europe that had been freed from tyranny and after going through this experience, he decided that the South should be the same. Ironically for Mississippi, Evers had no problems registering to vote for the 1948 election. However, as the vote neared, his family was subjected to more and more threats. When the voting day arrived, Evers and his brother Charlie found that about 200 white men blocked their way to the polling station. They never got to vote. Instead both young men joined the NAACP and he became a very active member of it. He combined this work with studying at Alcorn A + M College in Lorman, Mississippi where he graduated in business administration in 1952. While at college, he married Myrlie Beasley. Then, after graduating, Evers became an insurance salesman and he had a comfortable lifestyle.

However, in 1954, while his father lay ill in hospital, Evers witnessed an attempted lynching. His father had been placed in the 'Negro Ward' in the basement of the hospital and in an effort to get some fresh air, he went outside where he saw a large mob of whites had gathered, demanding that an injured black man be brought outside for them. He had fought with a white man in the town of Union. Injured after being shot in the leg, the police had brought him to hospital. The mob gathered outside.

After this incident, Evers quit his job in insurance and went to work for the NAACP full-time. He quickly rose to become a field secretary within Mississippi. Evers became one of the best known and most vocal members of the NAACP in the state. He moved to the state capital, Jackson, to be nearer more civil rights leaders. However, his work gained him many enemies. His children were taught to throw themselves to the floor if they heard any strange noises outside. Evers received numerous threats over the phone and shortly before his death; his house was fire-bombed.

On June 12th, 1963, J F Kennedy addressed the nation on civil rights and stated that there would be federal support to push forward integration. Evers had worked all day and returned home late at night. As he got out of his car, he was shot in the back and died fifty minutes later in hospital.

Star rating: ****

I gave him 3 and a half because although he contributed a lot to the NAACP he never had any major achievements with them.
      Stokely Carmichael

June 29th, 1941 – November 15, 1998 (Age 57)

Born: Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago

Died: Conakry, Guinea
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Stokely Carmichael spent the years 1952 – 69 in the USA. He attended the mainly black Howard University in Washington. He was an organiser for SNCC between 1964 and 1966, when he became chair of the organisation. In 1967, he co-wrote 'Black Power', outlining his vision of the role for blacks in the USA. Some of the language in his speeches was extreme, such as "smashing everything that white civilisation has created". He left SNCC to join the Black Panthers in 1967. He left the USA in 1969 to live in Guinea, changing his name is Kwame Ture.

In 1961 Carmichael became a member of the Freedom Riders. After training in non-violent techniques, black and white volunteers sat next to each other as they travelled through the Deep South. Local police were unwilling to protect these passengers and in several places they were beaten up by white mobs. In Jackson, Mississippi, Carmichael was arrested and jailed for 49 days in Parchman Penitentiary. Carmichael also worked on the Freedom Summer project and in 1966 became chairman of Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC).
On 5th June, 1966, James Meredith started a solitary ‘March Against Fear’ from Memphis to Jackson, to protest against racism. Soon after starting his march he was shot by sniper. When they heard the news, other civil rights campaigners, including Carmichael, Martin Luther King and Floyd McKissick, decided to continue the march in Meredith's name.
When the marchers got to Greenwood, Mississippi, Carmichael and some of the other marchers were arrested by the police. It was the 27th time that Carmichael had been arrested and on his release on 16th June, he made his famous Black Power speech. Carmichael called for "black people in this country to unite, to recognize their heritage, and to build a sense of community". He also advocated that African Americans should form and lead their own organizations and urged a complete rejection of the values of American society.
The following year Carmichael joined with Charles Hamilton to write the book, ‘Black Power’ (1967)(1). Some leaders of civil rights groups, such as the NAACP and SCLC, rejected Carmichael's ideas and accused him of black racism. 

Carmichael also adopted the slogan of "Black is Beautiful" and advocated a mood of black pride and a rejection of white values of style and appearance. This included adopting Afro hairstyles and African forms of dress. Carmichael began to criticize Martin Luther King and his ideology of non-violence. He eventually joined the Black Panther Party where he became "honorary prime minister".
When Carmichael denounced United States involvement in the Vietnam War, his passport was confiscated and held for ten months. When his passport was returned, he moved with his wife, Miriam Makeba, to Guinea, West Africa, where he wrote the book, ‘Stokely Speaks: Black Power Back to Pan-Africanism’ (1971). 

Carmichael, who adopted the name, Kwame Ture, also helped to establish the All-African People's Revolutionary Party and worked as an aide to Guinea's Prime Minister, Sekou Toure. After the death of Toure in 1984 Carmichael was arrested by the new military regime and charged with trying to overthrow the government. However, he only spent three days in prison before being released. Stokely Carmichael died of cancer on 15th November, 1998.
(1) Stokely Carmichael and Charles Hamilton, Black Power (1966) 

 “One of the tragedies of the struggle against racism is that up to this point there has been no national organization which could speak to the growing militancy of young black people in the urban ghettos and the black-belt South. There has been only a "civil rights" movement, whose tone of voice was adapted to an audience of middle-class whites. It served as a sort of buffer zone between that audience and angry young blacks. It claimed to speak for the needs of a community, but it did not speak in the tone of that community. None of its so-called leaders could go into a rioting community and be listened to. In a sense, the blame must be shared-along with the mass media-by those leaders for what happened in Watts, Harlem, Chicago, Cleveland, and other places. Each time the black people in those cities saw Dr. Martin Luther King get slapped they became angry. When they saw little black girls bombed to death in a church and civil rights workers ambushed and murdered, they were angrier; and when nothing happened, they were steaming mad. We had nothing to offer that they could see, except to go out and be beaten again. 

We had only the old language of love and suffering. And in most places-that is, from the liberals and middle class-we got back the old language of patience and progress. Such language, along with admonitions to remain non-violent and fear the white backlash, convinced some that that course was the only course to follow. It misled some into believing that a black minority could bow its head and get whipped into a meaningful position of power. The very notion is absurd.”

Star Rating: 3/5

Stokely Carmichael made powerful speeches and, along with others in the Black Power movement, gave black American’s hope and pride in their race. However, his contribution to the civil rights movement wasn’t particularly significant as he became unsatisfied with non-violent tactics and his input was alongside others, such as MLK.
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