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My well honoured Lords,

I am here today on this new month of the year 1808, to talk about the many reasons why the terrible Slave Trade has to be abolished all around the world. Last year, we were proud to learn that it is now illegal for British traders to buy or sell humans. But the slave trade is not fully abolished and we must keep fighting for the total abolition of this human traffic. You are well aware of the horrors of Slavery, but I can give you a short reminder of the main features of this Trade:

Black, innocent, African people are kidnapped from their villages and boarded onto an unknown ship. These poor people have no idea of where they are going or why they have been kidnapped. However, one thing they do know is that they will probably never see their family again. They sail for months, until they arrive at their destination - Barbados, Virginia. Here, they are sold, given away for money like pieces of property, and treated like animals for the rest of their lives.
Let me please tell you about Olaudah Equiano, an African who was kidnapped by black slave traders when he was 11 years old. Olaudah was transported to Barbados, the West Indies, and the English Colony of Virginia. He later managed to buy his own freedom and to educate himself. Once he was able to read and write he told the world about his horrific experiences as a slave and became a leading campaigner for the abolition of the slave trade. Here is an excerpt of the book he wrote, published in 1798 and called “The interesting narrative of Olaudah Equiano”. The conditions described on board the ship are terrible:
“I was soon put down under the decks .... I became so sick and low that I was not able to eat, nor had I the least desire to taste anything. I now wished for the last friend, death, to relieve me; but soon, to my grief, two of the white men offered me eatables; and, on my refusing to eat, one of them held me fast by the hands, and laid me across, I think, the windlass, and tied my feet, while the other flogged me severely... The white people looked and acted ...in so savage a manner...I had never seen among my people such instances of brutal cruelty. The air soon became unfit for respiration, from a variety of loathsome smells, and brought on a sickness among the slaves, of which many died. The wretched situation was again aggravated by the chains, now unsupportable, and the filth of the necessary tubs, into which the children often fell, and were almost suffocated. The shrieks of the women, and the groans of the dying, rendered the whole a scene of horror almost inconceivable.”
Can you now imagine the awful conditions of these men and women? Being flogged, sick to death, having to live in deadly conditions, in overheated and overcrowded decks. What do these people do to deserve this type of life?
In their new life, they have to get branded and work hard all day on their Master’s land. Only short breaks during the day and any late comers are whipped... This is the routine of a lucky slave; some are whipped every day for no reason, and have a really hard life -no comfort, health and mental problems. Some are beaten so often that they die. They have no choice nor right, they just work and work all day and every day.

I know you can understand the disgust of Slavery. However, some countries still support Slavery. I do understand the fact that this free labour has improved the plantations, their productivity and cost effectiveness. This is why the slave trade has lasted so long: it was good business for the plantation owners and many other businessmen. England has benefited from this trade, that can be called a “Triangular trade”. We have exchanged for 2 centuries human beings for goods with West Africa, the Caribbean or American colonies and the European colonial powers.

But these benefits are obtained in a very inhuman and shocking manner. How can a human being live after having been kidnapped, sent to an unknown country and never be allowed to see his family again?  We call them “uncivilised” but we are much worse than that: we act as savages and brutal beings. We try and impose our religion to these men and women, when we don’t even put its principles in practice: “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself”. Have we not forgotten this simple commandment?

It is our duty to convince the countries that still support slavery to stop this unacceptable trade. I am not the only supporter to debate against slavery. Olaudah has worked closely with Granville Sharpe and Thomas Clarkson in the “Society for the Abolition of The Slave Trade”. This has worked very well, as last year, it became illegal for British traders to buy or sell humans. We must however still work hard for slavery to be completely abolished throughout the world.
Josiah Wedgwood has found a powerful way to illustrate the slavery concept. He has made a medallion engraved with a black man begging on his knees saying “Am I not a man and a brother?”  This is a good summary of the problem. We treat slaves like animals, when they are just like anyone of us: human beings.

