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What




‘How far had the Bolsheviks created a ‘totalitarian state’ by 1924?’


( Individual task





Introduction





Define clearly what is meant by ‘totalitarian’, e.g. centralised authority, single-party rule, use of terror, propaganda & coercion. You may wish to illustrate your definition with reference to other totalitarian regimes.


Briefly describe the situation by 1924 in Russia and then link this back to the main question








Development





Identify evidence that the regime had become totalitarian, e.g


Sovnakom & control of Soviets


Use of decrees


Dissolution of Constituent Assembly


Cheka & Red Terror


Army


Propaganda


Economic policy, e.g. War Communism


Reform within the party, e.g. membership, growth of Politburo, ban on factions


Personality & style of leadership of Lenin & Bolsheviks





Highlight areas of Russian life where the Bolsheviks hadn’t total control


Continued opposition, e.g. Kronstadt rebellion


Failures of economic policy, e.g. NEP and growth of corruption


Divisions within the party, e.g. Workers’ Opposition


Weaknesses in leadership, e.g. Lenin’s ill-health


Continued demands for self-government in different regions of the country





Conclusion





Sum up your key points before reaching a judgement





Don’t forget targets & a bibliography











