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Martin Luther – Saint or Sinner?
	Saint
	Sinner

	Glory seeker
MLK needed to publicise the cause

1958, he chose a gaol sentence in preference to a $10 fine saying, ‘sometimes it is necessary to dramatise an issue because many people are not aware of what is happening’

Hypocrite

Wife Coretta King described him as a guilt-ridden man who felt unworthy of praise he received

Pressure of events led him to distort versions of events, e.g. troubles in Birmingham

Attempts to reveal MLK’s sexual antics often led to disappointing lack of evidence
MLK’s sexual urges caused him anguish and self-doubt, and he found it difficult to resist the attention he received from ‘adoring’ supporters

Betrayer of his people

More than a black civil rights campaigner, e.g. ‘I am interested in rights for Negroes, but I am also interested in Appalachian whites and Mexican Americans and other minorities’

	Glory seeking

1958, friend criticised MLK’s account of Montgomery bus boycott for giving the impression ‘that everything depended on you’

NAACP leader Roy Wilkins described MLK as self-promoting

Hypocrite
Preached monogamy and declared sex outsider marriage to be unlawful

One SCLC (Southern Christian Leadership Conference) worker described MLK as ‘a saint with clay feet’

Described as a ‘tom cat’ with ‘obsessive degenerate sexual urges’ by FBI agent tapping his conversations

Betrayer of his people

Criticised for taking focus off black civil rights campaign

Anti-war stance (on Vietnam War) alienated Johnson

73% of Americans and 48% of blacks disagreed with his opposition to Vietnam War; 60% believed his opposition had hurt the campaign



Your judgement





























