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Rosa Parks web quest 
You have heard an interview with journalist Nicholas Chriss who famously was photographed seated behind Rosa Parks on a Montgomery Bus. Use the weblinks below to test out the accuracy of his account and the photo of him with Rosa.

1. Where did Rosa sit on the bus? Where was the bus travelling to and where did she get on?  Visit this site paste your evidence below and note whether it tallies with the photograph of Nicholas Chris and Rosa and his description of events.
2. Check the police reports on Rosa’s arrest on the same site – there’s a handwritten and typed report. Use them both. What was she charged with? Can you confirm anymore details on her age, height, date and time of arrest?
3. Find the original photograph of Rosa Parks on this site.  Paste it below. Why do you think this has become such an iconic image of the civil rights movement?
4. Visit the Alabama State archive and study this document. Look back at what Rosa was charged with and find the section on this document. What strikes you as odd about the powers it gives to bus drivers? Take a screen print of the relevant section of the document and paste it below your answer.

5. What did Martin Luther King ask the authorities to do about the incident? Read this document and note down his requests.

6. This is a list of further demands put forward to the Montgomery City Council in 1955, prior to the arrest of Rosa Parks. What other inequalities angered the black community?
7.  Rosa Parks took her case to the Supreme Court and won. It was decided that the principle of separate but equal segregation on public transport was unlawful. Read this newspaper clip. What do you think the attitude of the editor was?  Paste a section of the paper and annotate it which illustrates your analysis of the source.
8. Martin Luther King was anxious that the Montgomery Bus Boycott would be a non-violent one. Read his advice to members of his protest group, the Montgomery Improvement Association.  Choose 3 examples that best illustrate his non-violent approach. Why did some campaigners criticise King?
9. Was Nicholas Chriss simply just a fortunate witness to a world-changing event? Read more about his part in the Rosa Parks story in the New York Times. Note down your findings and also was Rosa Parks just a simple seamstress from Alabama? 
( Extension – This photo is due to appear in an exhibition about iconic images of the twentieth century. Write a brief description of the photo, its background and why it remains such a powerful image for the civil rights movement in America.
