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Russia in Revolution, 1881-24
This revision guide is intended to guide you to the key essentials necessary for answering questions on Unit 1. You shouldn’t use at it a replacement for your class notes or your own revision notes, but as a way of supplementing them and ensuring you have a firm awareness of major events, individuals and ideas.
Russia in 1881
What was life like in nineteenth century Russia?

A. Political system
Central govt

· Autocracy - Romanovs ruling family since 1613

· 3 main ruling bodies: Imperial Council: Cabinet of Ministers; Senate

· Tsar believed he was divinely appointed

· Earlier Tsars Peter I & Catherine II modernised country, but not political systems

· No parliament , no official opposition – opposition treated as treason
· Tsar rule through imperial decree - ukaz
· State censorship

· Secret police (Okhrana)
B. Army

· Tsar was Commander in Chief of army & in charge of foreign policy

· Conscription in army

· Harsh discipline – million deaths during reign of Nicholas I (1825-55)

· 45% of govt annual expenditure

· Commissions within army purchased by nobility

C. Regional govt

· Tsar appointed provincial governors to administer country

· Zemstva, elected regional governments ran local govt.

· Bureaucratic administration – nepotism & tax-farming were rife
D. Other factors

	Geography
	Church
	Society
	Economic development

	Massive country - 8million square miles, 2.5x size of USA

St Petersburg & Moscow principal cities

Limited farmland
	Russian Orthodox Church

Loyal supporters of royal family

Highly-conservative

‘God commands us to love and obey’
	Massive population growth – quadrupled from 40 to 165m between 1815 and 1914

Wide social & ethnic mix, e.g. Ukranians, Poles, Germans, Finns etc.

4/5 population peasants

Class divisions

1897 census : .5% ruling classes ; 12% nobility ; 82% peasants

Until 1861, 50% of peasants were serfs

Middle-classes only 1.5%

Illiterate peasantry
	Slow pace of industrialisation compared with Europe

Cottage industries &small-scale businesses

Infrastructure under-developed

Emancipation Decree (1861) offered peasants chance to buy land, but this was too costly

Strip system of farming




Legacy of Tsar Alexander II (1855-81)
What kind of legacy was left by Alexander II – the Tsar Liberator?

The economy: Russia backward, under-industrialised compared with France & Britain

Ethnic minorities: relaxation of controls in some regions, e.g. Poland, granted its own Archbishop; Finns granted own currency; restrictions on Jews lifted, e.g. allowed into higher education & govt service
Government under Alex II: indecision over whether to be an autocracy or liberal democracy like other Western nations; Slavophiles calling for a Russia to maintain autocracy, dominated by Russian aristocrats

Political opposition: growing demands for a constitution and a national assembly were refused and caused growth in radical opposition. Students felt especially antagonised and led to formation of ‘Narodniks’ (‘Going to the People’), e.g. ‘People’s Will’; authors, e.g. Turgenev, ‘Fathers & Sons’ voiced discontent through literature.

Judiciary: introduction of juries for criminal cases (drawn from propertied people, but helped expand middle class); hierarchy of courts established from magistrates to Senate; judges well paid & less open to bribery; Police of Third Section still had power of arrest on suspicion. 

Local government: 1864, elected administrative bodies or ‘zemstva’ created to run public health, prisons, roads etc.; chosen by 3 electoral colleges – peasants, townspeople & gentry; 1870, local dumas created for towns

Police remained under control of Minister for Interior

Peasants: Great Emancipation Statute, 1861; serfs freed; each serf guaranteed minimal plot of land; landowners compensated; serfs paid state for land over 49 years at 6% interest; local mir responsible for collecting taxes; labour services continued
Alexander III (1881-1894)
What actions did Alexander III take to improve Russia after his father’s assassination?

	Actions taken under Alexander III

	Economy

Loans from foreign investors esp. Britain & France helped fuel industrial expansion – begun by Vyshnegradski & contd by Witte

	Ethnic minorities

Russification

Attacks (pogroms) on Jews increased esp in Jewish Pale (Belarus) leading to max exodus to North America & Western Europe

Persecuted Jews formed radical political organisation, ‘Bund’ which joined forces with Bolshevikks

	Government of Russia

Launched campaign of repression of all those supporting political reform.

Liberal ministers, e.g. Loris-Melikov & Ignatiev from Alex II’s govt dismissed

Constantin Pobedonstov, Chief Procurator of Holy Synod of Russian Orthodox Church became chief minister and leader of State Church

Issued Manifesto declaring power resided in Tsar

	Civil Rights
Press freedom restricted, 14 major newspapers banned  between 1882-1889

Foreign books & newspapers rigorously censored

University fees increased & from 1884 lost independence & came under state control

1889 universities temporarily closed due to student demonstrations

Okhrana (secret police) estd.

	Law & Order

Statute of State Security set up govt controlled courts to try political opponents

Suspects put on trial without jury

Convicted suspects executed or exiled to Siberia

From 1890 govt reserved right to choose juries



	Local government

Land Captains used to enforce local laws, replacing locally elected justices of the peace – Land Captains were members of aristocracy appointed by Minister of Interior

From 1890, Land Captains made members of zemstva

Membership of zemstva restricted, e.g. doctors and schoolteacher barred from election

	Peasants & land reform

Nicolai Bunge introduced laws to reduce tax burdens on peasants

Peasants Land Bank estd to provide loan facilities for peasants

Vyshnegradski introduced financial incentives to migrate to Siberia

However, famine struck in 1891 caused by demands on land


Nicholas II (1894-1917)
What kind of leader was Nicholas II? 

SWOT analysis

Strengths

Highly educated – reputed to have good memory, linguist – spoke French, German & some English

Family man – devoted to son Alexis (suffered from haemophilia)
Weaknesses

Viewed as ‘soft’ by his father

Inherited throne suddenly – father died of kidney disease aged 49

Strongly conservative – closest adviser & mentor, Constantin Pobedonostsev; inherited Romanov belief in divine appointment & moral rightness of autocracy

Opportunities

Return to reforms of Alex II to win favour of Russian people

1895 delegation of zemstva appealed to Tsar to extend franchise
Threats

Growth of political opposition groups
Ethnic tension as result of Russification

Sergei Witte & Great Spurt (1892-1903)
How far did the Russian economy improve during the time of Sergei Witte?

	Successes
	Failures

	Work was sponsored and overseen by government, nicknamed ‘Witte System’
Government placed emphasis on production of capital goods, e.g. iron and steel, coal and machinery

Much of the expansion was financed from loans from abroad

Overseas loans and investments

High domestic taxes interest rates to raise capital

Limited import of foreign goods (to stop Russian money going abroad)

Value of rouble linked to value of gold to keep it high

Expansion of railway system, e.g. Trans-Siberian Railway (opened 1902)

Improving balance of trade (e.g. 1901-10, Russia exporting 186m. roubles more than importing)

Increasing industrial output, e.g. coal, iron, grain

Rapid expansion of cities, as large-scale manufacture attracted people seeking employment, e.g. St Petersburg doubled in size between 1890 and 1914 from 1 to 2 million

Exploited its natural resources, e.g. oil and gas from Siberia more effectively
	Industrial expansion was a global phenomenon – not just work of Witte & ‘Great Spurt’

Too dependent on foreign investment

Light industry underinvested & agriculture ignored

Military requirements & conservatism impeded progress

Overcrowding in cities, led to poor living conditions and growth in dissent as a result

Unemployment

Poor working conditions, e.g. absence of trade unions

High inflation (1908-1914, 40%)

Still lagged behind other major powers, e.g. Austria-Hungary expanded national income by 79%, 1894-1913 and Britain 70% compared with Russia 50% in same period

Great Spurt not just the work of Witte, but also Bunge and Vyshnegradskii, too

Industrial growth fell back to 1.4% p.a. between 1900 and 1906




Key statistics:
By 1914, 70, 156 km railway constructed

By 1910, coal production increased to 26.8 million tonnes pa from 3.2 in 1880

Between 1894 and 1913, increase in national income was 50% compared with 70% in GB

From 1890-99, annual average industrial growth rate equalled 8%

Growth of political opposition 
What evidence is there of growing political opposition?

	
	Populists

	Social Revolutionaries
	Social Democrats
	Liberals

	Aims & ideas
	Future lay in hands of peasants
	Anarchist wing; to continue terrorism of ‘People’s Will’

Moderates: work with other parties to achieve immediate improvements in conditions


	All Russian Social Democratic Labour Party (1898)

Marixst party – history dictated by class struggles between those in power and those without, resolved by revolution

Split between revolution & overthrow of capitalism and improvement of proletariat 

Differences over aims & ideas, e.g. Bolsheviks thought bourgeois and proletarian revolutions could be merged, tight-knit organisation, Central Committee governing through ‘democratic centralism’, refusal to co-operate with other parties
	Supporters of moderate reform; endorsed October Manifesto, setting up key reforms after 1905 Revolution, e.g. dumas
Kadets wanted constitutional monarchy & democratically elected assembly; also wanted full equality & civil rights, ending of censorship, abolition of redemption payments on land, TUs, universal, free education

	Membership
	Leaders drawn from middle & upper classes
	Victor Chernov, founder member & leader (1901), intellectual

From 1906 growing support from professional classes, trade unions, All Russian Union of Peasants
	George Plekhanov, translated Marx in 1883 & founded ‘Group for the Emancipation of Labour’

Valdimir Ulyanov (Lenin)

Julius Martov

Professional revolutionaries (an idea outlined in ‘What is to be done?)

Lenin fell out with Plekhanov & Martov over whether SR should be broad-based party or small, group of professional revolutionaries

Party split into Bolsheviks (the ‘Majority’) & Mensheviks (the ‘Minority’)
	Middle-class, professional supporters of moderate reform; supporters of reforms of Alex II, e..g. zemstva

Supporters of ‘Great Spurt’

Nationalists supported Liberal cause

2 main groups: Octobrists (October Manifesto) & Kadets (‘Constitutional Democrats’)

Leaders of Octobrists included, Guchkov & Rodzianko – later to be key members of Provisional Government

Kadets were the party of the liberal intelligentsia

	Methods
	Overthrow of Tsarism

Populists lived with peasants to inform & politicise them

Also used terrorism – ‘the propaganda of the deed’, e.g. ‘People’s Will’
	Provider a firmer ideological basis for a revolutionary movement

2000 assassination attempts (1901-5) including Interior Minister & Tsar’s Uncle
	Use of propaganda – Lenin & Martov edited ‘Iskra’ (The Spark)

Violence & political activity – Lenin later founded his own Bolshevik paper, ‘Pravda’ (the ‘Truth’)
	Reform & constitutional means

	Other
	AKA Narodniks (‘the people’)

Assassination of Alex II had negative impact

Populism inspired other thinkers & groups
	Weakened by internal divisions, e.g. too much focus on peasant rather than industrial working classes
	Marx’s ideas seemed to match Russia’s experience – living through the ‘Great Spurt’

Bolsheviks not a major opposition party before 1917  (nos varied between 5,000 and 10,000, Feb 1917 only 25,000)
	Popular support for moderate reform and some form of constituent assembly


1905 Revolution
What factors led to the 1905 Revolution?

Factors – group the factors below in social, economic, political and military

Social
· There were social injustices, e.g. 80% population peasants living in poverty

· Rapid population expansion – 98 million (1885) to 125 million (1905)

· It became harder to grow enough food for peasants to support themselves as a result

Economic

· Due to emancipation, there were more serfs competing for land which led to a decrease in the size of peasant landholdings..

· Harvest failures – 1892, 1898, 1901

Political

· There were frequent jacqueries – peasant attacks on govt. record offices
· Overcrowding in towns and cities due to rapid industrialisation

· Lack of a national assembly and opposition to autocracy led to a growth of political opposition groups BUT lacked organisation, many wanted different things

· Protest led by Orthodox Priest, Father Gapon to take a petition to Tsar, led to 200 protestors being shot dead and survivors being expelled from St Petersburg 
· There were frequent strikes in the build up to and immediate aftermath of the uprising.  In Feb 1905, 400,000 workers went on strike in protest at Bloody Sunday. A railway workers’ strike paralysed the country 
· Soviets – workers’ councils, set up by striking workers to organise protests; St Petersburg Soviet had 400 members, representing 96 factories, Leon Trotsky (SDs) was a key player

Military

· Russian Imperial Army & Navy suffered embarrassing defeats between 1904 & 5, e.g. forced to surrender Port Arthur and Japanese Army defeated Russia in Manchuria, also Battle of Tsushima, where Russian navy lost 25 out of 35 warships

Peter Stolypin (1906-11)
What did Stolypin achieve?

· October Manifesto (1905)

· ‘Union of the Russian People’ – political party with links to Black Hundreds helped govt

· Soviets incl. St P Soviet closed down

· Moscow rebellion (1905) put down 

· Field courts martial (1906-7) led to 1144 death sentences
· 1906-12, 1000 newspapers & 600 TUs closed

· By 1908, political assassinations fell to 385 compared with 1200 in 1907
· Peasants could withdraw from their commune (mir) & set up on their own

· Peasants’ Land Bank gave loans to peasants leaving communes

· Redemption payments abolished

· Communes dissolved which didn’t redistribute land

· Incentives to move to Siberia 

· ‘Bet on the sober and the strong’ – creation of new prosperous class of peasants loyal to the Tsar

· By 1915, peasant ownership of land increased from 20% to 50%

· Agricultural production increased from 45m tonnes (1906) to 61m tonnes (1913)

What were his failures?
· System of justice considered too harsh, e.g. between 1908-9, 16,500 convicted of political crimes, 3,600 hanged, 4,500 sent to hard labour camps Hangman’s noose nicknamed – ‘Stolypin’s Necktie’

· WWI interrupted progress

· Stolypin assassinated 1911

· Industrial & urban conditions ignored

· Industrial unrest put down mercilessly, e.g. Lena Goldfield (1912)

· Notable strikes & demonstrations, e.g. general strike in Moscow (1914)

The State Dumas, 1906-1914
What did each of the state Dumas achieve?
	Duma
	Achievements
	Failures

	1st Duma, Apr-June 1906


	Large no. of liberal and reformist parties elected
	Govt obtained loan from France, weakening Duma’s opportunity to use financial powers over Tsar

Tsar issued ‘Fundamental Laws’, e.g. declared supreme autocratic power rested with Tsar

Political wrangling 

200 Kadet & Trudovik (SR) deputies formed a rival assembly, which was brutally suppressed by Tsar’s new chief minister, Stolypin

	2nd Duma, Feb-June 1907


	Fact it was closed down so quickly shows how dangerous its opposition could be
	No. of Kadet representatives was halved – many more extremists, e.g. SDs and SRs returned 80

Opposed Stolypin’s land reform bill

Angered Tsar by criticising admin of military

	3rd Duma, Nov 1907-June 1912


	Exercised right to question ministers & discuss state finances

Used committee system to make proposals for modernisation of armed services

Developed schemes of national insurance for industrial workers


	Electoral system doctored to limit no. of opponents by restricting the franchise and limiting no. of peasant votes

 1 in 6 of male population had right to vote

Right-wing parties dominated this and 4th duma

	4th Duma, Nov 1912-Aug 1914


	Secret police reports about protests in 4th duma show how seriously authorities took the assembly as a focus of public opinion


	Growing despair over the way govt ignored wishes of legislature and used violence to maintain public order


First World War
What impact did WWI have on the government of Russia?
	Inflation
	Food supplies
	Transport
	Army

	17,000 m. roubles spent on War (1914-17)

Increased tax, loans, borrowing from abroad

Gold standard abandoned

Average earnings doubled, while price of food & fuel quadrupled
	Manpower diverted to war effort – 15m men taken from countryside

By 1917 36.7m men conscripted in army

Requisitioning of farm horses & supplies, e.g. chemicals for fertilisers used to make ammunition

Peasants hoarded food

Army were first in queue for food supplies (at expense of cities)
	Mobilising army put strain on supply chain

Integrated network caused delays across the country if lines were blocked

Archangel, supplies sank into ground due to build-up

Trucks tipped down embankments to make way for others

Moscow, wagons of food declined from 2,200 (1914) to 700 (1917)
	4,000,000 troops killed or wounded (1914)

Lack of ammunition, uniforms & equipment

Shipment of resources poorly organised

Desertions

Nicholas II assumed leadership of army

Possibility of ‘Bolshevik fabrication’ (Norman Stone)




Military achievements

· August 1914, patriotic support for the Tsar & the Russian Army

· August 1914, Russian army entered East Prussia & parts of Austro-Hungarian Empire

· September 1914, Russians captured Austro-Hungarian fortress town of Przemysl, taking 110,000 prisoners

· June to August 1916, Brusilov Offensive, initially successful, Romania joined Russians

Military failures

· September 1914, Battle of Tannenburg, German Generals Hindenburg and Ludendrof won a crushing defeat over Russian Generals Rennenkampf & Samsonov; 30,000 Russians casualties, 95,000 captured, 500 guns captured

· December 1914, Battle of Lodz

· July 1915, Gorlice-Tarnow offensive

· September 1915, Nicholas II assumed control of army, leaving govt, to Tsarina

· December 1915, Russians driven out of Poland

· August 1916, Brusilov Offensive lost momentum, troops withdrew from Baltic to Black Sea

· December 1916, major desertions and shortages in army, 1.6m had died by this date, 3.9m wounded, 2.4 prisoners

Economic impact

· Poor government – Tsarina in charge

· Industrial production focused arms production

· Factory workers & farm labourers conscripted into army – 5.3 m men mobilised

· Government spending increased 8x

· Taxes and loans increased

· Inflation – 200%, August 1914-Dec 1916

· Transport interrupted

· Famines in towns and cities – Moscow received 300 wagons of grain by Dec 1916 (2,200 in 1914)

Political impact

· Success or organisations like Union of Zemstva & War Industries Committee highlighted incompetence of the Tsar

· ZEMGOR formed to help war effort, but became a focus for opposition group too

· Formation of ‘Progressive Bloc’ within Duma

· Appointment of ultra-conservative ministers

Role of Rasputin
· Grigory Efimovitch aka Rasputin (name means ‘disreputable one’)

· Starets (holy man) & suspected member of Kylysty sect (religious fulfilment through sexual experiences)
· Eyewitness reports refer to transfixing gaze

· Lack of hygiene

· Insatiable sexual appetite (involving actresses & prostitutes)
· Tsarina thought Rasputin could cure Alexis of haemophilia

· 1907 Rasputin first helped Alexis to recover from bout of illness

· 1912 ‘cured’ Alexis via telegram from outside St Petersburg
Why was he so unpopular?

· Immorality shocked conservatives

· Professional jealousy amongst senior ministers, e.g. Stolypin

· Resentment over his influence over Tsarina, especially during WWI

· Tsar censored critical reports in the Press

February Revolution 1917
Decide if the following factors are social, economic, political or military

	In August and September 1914, the Russian army was defeated at the Battles of Tannenburg and the Masurian Lakes



	After the disaster at the Battle of Tannenburg, the Russian General Samonov shot himself rather than report the heavy losses to the Tsar



	In September 1915, Nicholas II dismissed his uncle and took personal command of the Russian army



	Poor internal communications, in particular the railways, led to a shortage of supplies



	The National Budget rose eightfold in order to meet the demands of the military effort



	Inflation increased to over 200%



	Food reaching the capital declined from 2,200 wagons per month at the start of the War to less than 300 by 1916



	A Central War Committee was set up by businessmen to help provide weapons and ammunition



	The Union of Zemstva organised medical facilities for the army



	Zemgor was formed to care for the casualties



	A ‘Progressive Bloc’ emerged in the Duma calling for a ‘government of public confidence’



	A Siberian monk named Rasputin was gaining increasing influence over the Tsarina due to his magical healing powers



	The Tsarina was left to organise the government in the absence of Nicholas II



	The Tsarina often made appointments to ultra-conservatives



	Alexandra was suspected by many due to her German origins



	Strikes broke out in St Petersburg and across the country.  There was a major strike by workers at the Putilov engineering works



	Protests against food shortages merged with those being organised by striking workers



	International Women’s Day coincided with the strikes in St Petersburg



	A Soviet or workers’ council emerged, issuing Order No. 1



	The Progressive Bloc formed a new Provisional Government



	The Cossacks refused to fire on protestors



	Some regiments mutinied and joined the protestors



	Rationing increased, by 1916 bread was rationed to 50 grams a day



	Working conditions in factories remained very poor, and campaigning continued for an 8 hour working day




Short term factors – events leading up to abdication of Tsar Nichiolas II
· Strikes  - to commemorate ‘Bloody Sunday’, e.g. 9th Jan 1917, 140,000 workers in St P.; protests over food & working conditions

· Food shortages – attacks by Duma, increase in rationing (50g per day)

· Political opposition - International Women’s Day merged with strike by Putilov engineering works in St P
· Soviets – committees of workers, eventually St P Soviet formed, issuing Order No. 1

· Response of govt – arrests of leaders of Workers’ Group, stricter censorship (all newspapers shut down)

· Mutinies – Cossacks refused to fire on protestors, Volinsky Regiment joined protestors

· Formation of Provisional Government – following attempts to dissolve Duma under Mikhail Rodzhianko

Provisional Government (Feb-Oct 1917)
How well did the Provisional Government deal with the problems it faced?

	Problem
	What action did the PG take?
	Success or failure? Why?

	Government 

Lacked legitimacy, drawn from State Duma, dominated by Kadets & Octobrists & minority groups, Mensheviks & Bolsheviks weren’t included. Only radical was Alexander Kerensky

Faced rival power – Soviet in Petrograd, by June 1917 it was called ‘All-Russia Soviet’; claimed right to issue laws, e.g. Order No. 1, all officers to be elected by troops, military orders from PG would only be recognised if approved by the Soviet

Increasing demands for self-government (autonomy) from Russia’s nationalities


	Failed to dissolve the Soviet

Made links with the Soviet, e.g. 6 members of Soviet joined PG, including Skobelev (Minister of Labour), Kerensky became PM (from July 1917) and head of PG

Improved diplomatic relations with Allies, as a fellow liberal democracy

Introduced reforms, e.g. freedom of press, abolition of Okhrana, release of political prisoners, religious freedom, preparations for Constituent Assembly to draw up a new constitution

Failed to hold swift elections to improve its legitimacy 

Self-government granted to Ukraine (July 1917) & Finland
	Soviet became increasingly radical and dominated by left-wing radicals including SRs and SDs, by Oct 1917, Bolsheviks were dominant group

Radical representation in the PG steadily increased
Political exiles, e.g. Lenin, returned from Switzerland, Stalin from Siberia

Granting self-government to some would open flood gates to others in the former Russian Empire

	Social & economic problems

Lacked funds to fight the War
	Increased financial support for War effort – GB & French banks continued to offer loans 

	Money would eventually need to be repaid, but it couldn’t exact reparations from Germany because this would be unpopular with the SDs

	Peasants
Needed to resolve issues of land ownership left unresolved by Tsars
	Committee set up to advise on future policy

PG reluctant to reach a firm decision until Constituent Assembly elected

Took no action
	Failed to extend its authority beyond St Petersburg & other major cities

Couldn’t use army to re-establish its authority Peasants took law into their own hands and forcibly took land, e.g. June 1917, 700 complaints from landowners about illegal attacks on property



	First World War
Major losses of land, including parts of Poland and Western Russia; millions of casualties, morale poor; regular mutinies

Continued to support the War esp. from Milukov (foreign minister)

Soviet came into conflict with the PG, e.g. ‘Address to the People of the Whole World, declaring for peace without annexations or indemnities’ (14 March 1917) meant there were different war aims – Soviets wanted to fight the war to protect Revolution, but no other reason
	Increased financial support for War effort – GB & French banks continued to offer loans

Temporary improvement in morale – military happier fighting for a democracy

Hoped to gain territory from the Ottoman Empire

Planned a June (or ‘Summer’) Offensive
	Morale eventually declined

Intervention of the Soviets over military appointments may have affected expertise in the army

Demonstrations against the War (Apr 1917)

Milyukov forced to resign

Failure of June Offensive led to mass desertions and ‘July Days’ on streets of Petrograd

Prince Lvov stood down and was replaced by Kerensky


Return of Lenin & April Theses 1917
Why did Lenin’s return increase pressure on the Provisional Government?
· Other revolutionaries returned, e.g. Stalin

· Lenin returned to stir up opposition to PG -“They transported Lenin in a sealed truck like a plague  bacillus into Russia” (Churchill)

· Increased support for Soviet – sole right to govern, ‘All Power to the Soviets’

· Criticisms echoed popular concerns ‘Peace, Land & Bread’ 

· Excellent orator – Finland Station Speech & April Theses, need for worldwide revolution
What were Lenin’s main ideas

· Lenin was a committed follower of the ideas of the German political thinker Karl Marx

· His popular slogans ‘All power to the Soviets’ and ‘Peace, Land and Bread’ were intended to rally support for the revolution and undermine the authority of the Provisional Government

· Russia was insufficiently industrialised by the early twentieth century for there to be enough workers to stage a revolution, so Lenin and the Bolsheviks would have to do this on their behalf

· Lenin welcomed the outbreak of War in 1914, because he thought the strains it would create would lead to revolution

· When Lenin arrived in Petrograd he condemned the Provisional Government and demanded an immediate revolution

· Lenin wanted to see political power handed over to the Soviets

· He disagreed with other political leaders including those in his own party like Stalin, who supported the Provisional Government because they saw it as a necessary stage in a revolution

· He believed in a worldwide socialist revolution

· In 1902 he wrote a book entitled ‘What is to be Done’ in which he described the need for a disciplined party of professional revolutionaries to organise and lead the Russian revolution

· Lenin believed that capitalists had deliberately caused the War to gain more wealth

· He believed that revolution would break out in weak capitalist societies like Russia – ‘capitalism’s weakest link’

· Like Marx, Lenin thought that revolution would be achieved by different stages: first their would be a capitalist (bourgeois) society where workers were exploited by industrialists, then there would be a socialist revolution leading to a much fairer society

July Days, 1917

What were the causes

· Bolshevik planning

· All-Russia Congress of Soviets ready to take power from PG
· Failure of PG’s ‘June Offensive’ against Austro-Hungarian Army
 What were the key events of the July Days
	June 1917, All-Russia Congress of Soviets, Lenin announces to the delegates that the Bolsheviks were ready to take political control



	June, 1917, the Provisional Government launched a renewed attack on the Austro-Hungarian army



	2 July, People’s House, Petrograd a regimental concert staged for soldiers leaving from the front turned into a rally against the government



	Troops formed a Provisional Revolutionary Committee to campaign against the government



	3 July, machine gunners from the First Machine Gun Regiment were sent to major factories and military units to appeal for an uprising



	Demonstrations take place outside the Provisional Government and the Soviet take place, where slogans are used calling for the transfer of power to the Soviets



	Demonstrators paraded past the headquarters of the Bolshevik Party



	Workers and soldiers took over the Peter and Paul Fortress



	A group of soldiers tried unsuccessfully to capture Alexander Kerensky



	3 July, the Provisional Government cabinet and the Soviet Executive Committee met during the evening to stop the protests and restore order



	4 July, Bolsheviks supported demonstrations by factory workers, whose committees had been infiltrated by party members. 50,000 of these workers gathered outside the Tauride Palace.



	5 July, the Provisional Government called back loyal troops form the Front to restore order and win over soldiers in Petrograd who had remained neutral.



	6 July, troops loyal to the government and eight armoured cars surrounded the Bolshevik headquarters. 500 Bolsheviks inside surrendered and were arrested.



	Lenin fled Petrograd, having shaved off his beard, wearing a wig and carrying false ID card


What was the impact of the July Days

· Major setback for Bolsheviks

· Helped unite PG and Soviet against Bolsheviks

· Lenin accused of being a German spy & branded traitor

· Lenin forced to flee abroad

· Bolshevik Party in Petrograd severely weakened - leaders in prison or in hiding

· Lenin wrote ‘The State and Revolution’ whilst in hiding conceding that revolution in Russia would be almost impossible to achieve

What was the Kornilov Affair, August 1917 and why is it significant?
General Kornilov feared left-wing radical take-over

Ordered Russian troops into Petrograd

Kerensky panicked, fearing military takeover

Bolsheviks released from prison & armed to help protect city

Popularity & authority of All-Russia Soviet increased
October Revolution
What were the key events of the October Revolution?
· Bolshevik support dropped dramatically after the July Days as the Provisional Government regained support

· The threat of a right-wing takeover by General Kornilov transformed the fortunes of the Bolsheviks, who were now seen as defenders of the city. Membership of the party rose to 200,000 with a force of 10,000 ‘Red Guards’

· 9 August the Provisional Government announces a proposed timetable for national elections to a Constituent Assembly, whose main task will be to write a new constitution for Russia.

· Lenin focuses his efforts on increasing the support for the Petrograd Soviet and increasing the number of Bolshevik seats in the assembly

· 10 October, Lenin meets with the Central Committee of the Bolshevik Party to try to convince them the time is right for revolution. Zinoviev and Kamenev oppose the move

· Lenin tries to hide Bolshevik responsibility by handing over planning of the uprising to the Military Revolutionary Committee of the Petrograd Soviet

· 24 October, the Provisional Government tries to close down 2 Bolshevik newspapers

· 24 October, evening, Lenin goes to Bolshevik HQ to put his plan into action. The Bolsheviks would use the Military Revolutionary Committee of the Pettrgrad Soviet to take over the city on the eve of the Second Congress of the All-Russia Soviet

· That evening, the battleship Aurora, docked in the River Neva signals the beginning of the attack by firing blank shells. MRC units and members of the Red Guard occupy key areas and arrest members of the PG

· 25 October, MRC announces ‘The PG has been deposed’. Kerensky escapes.

· 26 October, Lenin announces to Bolshevik dominated Soviet that the PG has been deposed. The Bolshevik takeover is endorsed by the members.

Why were the Bolsheviks successful?
· Other parties co-operated with PG, e.g. promise of elections to Constituent Assembly allayed Liberals 

· Bolshevik opposition to War, compared with SRs & Mensheviks

· Menshevik adherence to Marxism – Feb Rev was a prelude to proletariat revolution

· Bolshevik aims & methods clearer than opponents

· Weaknesses of PG – interim govt, lacked legitimacy

· Failure of PG to suppress Bolsheviks, e.g. ignored Smolny Institute

· Lenin’s charisma

· Growth in membership of Bolsheviks & dominance of Soviets

· Factory committees

· Radicalisation of Russian politics
Consolidation of power
	Problem
	Solution

	Government of Russia

Bolsheviks lacked support across the country outside major cities of Moscow & Petrograd; lacked experience of government; govt officials went on strike & State Bank refused him funds
	Used the Soviet to pass 3 crucial decrees: Decree on Land, Peace Decree and Decree setting up new government – Sovnarkom (Council of the People’s Commissars) – with Lenin as chairman (equivalent of PM)

	War

Bolsheviks had promised end to War in all their key slogans and propaganda; War deeply unpopular and contributed to fall of PG; drain on national resources
	Negotiated peace (led by Trotsky) at Brest-Litovsk (March 1917); sunstantial costs – Germans took Baltic States, Poland and Ukraine, meaning 1/3 of Russia’s population & agricultural land & ½ industry

Lenin had to win support of his party – demonstrating his charisma

After War, Russia annulled the Treaty!

	Land

Peasants illegally seizing land across Russia
	Passed Decree on Land, confiscating all private land and putting it in hands of peasants. Bolsheviks had to compromise on policy (wanted land to be under government control) to hold onto power

	Constituent Assembly

Promised by PG; elections had been promised for November 1917; SRs became largest party with 40% of vote compared with 24% for Bolsheviks; Lenin didn’t want another Dual Authority
	Allowed elections to take place, but following failure of vote to attempt to get CA to accept sovereignty of Sovnarkom and Soviet over the CA, Bolsheviks abandoned the CA and Red Guards dissolved the CA

Lenin was helped by divisions within opposition groups



The Civil War, 1918-21
What were the causes of the Civil War?
Breakdown of Russian Empire

· Decree on Nationalities allowed national minorities chance to govern themselves

· Many territories declared independence from RSFSR

· Central Siberian Region Soviet rejected Tr of Brest-Litovsk

· 33 sovereign governments in Russia by June 1918

Growth of political opposition to Bolsheviks

· Growth of political opposition, e.g. Union for Defence of the Motherland & Liberty (Jan 1918)

· SRs and Mensheviks excluded from Constituent Assembly & Sovnakom joined anti-Bolshevik alliance, ‘Whites’

Growth of foreign opposition

· Western allies angry with Russia’s withdrawal from WWI

· Churchill sent £100m of supplies to help Whites

· French govt sent 7 million francs to Kaedin

· USA, Japan, Italy, Canada sent troops

Breakdown of law & order

· Class warfare broke out – Bolsheviks led attacks on burzhui

· Peasants acting illegally seizing land without official sanction

· Arbitrary arrest & imprisonment by Cheka 

Food requisitioning

· Loss of Ukraine – ‘bread basket of Russia’ as part of Tr. of B-L exacerbated problem

· Soaring inflation

· Kulaks accused of grain hoarding

Reasons for the success of the Reds in the Civil War

· Organisation of the Red Army: conscription – 5m soldiers in Red Army by 1920; Reds controlled key cities

· Trotsky’s leadership: harsh discipline; recruited Tsarist officers; commissars within army; Red cavalry; agitprop trains

· Munitions – controlled factories; Whites reliant on imported weapons
· Ideological commitment – proletariat didn’t want restoration of Tsarism; Communist propaganda v. effective

· Red Terror – Cheka; 50,000 executions in 1918; execution of Tsar

· Control of railways – Reds controlled railway hubs; same units fought against Kolchak, Denikin & Yudenich

Weaknesses of Whites
· Reliant on foreign assistance – foreign forces rarely involved in fighting; Whites portrayed as invading army

· Divisions – some wanted return to Tsarism, others military dictatorship, others Constituent Assembly

· Lack of planning – problems with communications; geographical distances; rivalry between leaders

· Desertions – peasants worried about land issues

Impact of foreign intervention
· Foreign states interested in military consequences of Revolution (Russia’s commitment to WWI)

· Germany sponsored Bolshevism

· No single aim – trade protectionism (e.g. Japan & USA), territorial independence (e.g. Poland)

· Interventionists portrayed by Bolsheviks as imperialist aggressors

· Many countries were war-weary

· Sympathy with Bolsheviks, e.g. among TUs in UK
War Communism, 1918-21
What were the reasons for introducing War Communism?
· Failure of ‘State capitalism’ – workers took control of factories, set own hours & levels of production

· Growth of barter & black market

· Beginning of civil war (1918)

· Need to gear economy towards defeating Whites and supplying Red Army

Key features

· Supreme Economic Council (Vesenkha) to organise economy

· Decree on nationalisation (1918)

· Banning of private trade

· Grain requisitioning

· Rationing organised by Commissariat of Supplies

· Use of terror & concentration camps
How did it fail?
· 1917-20, migration of ½ urban population from to countryside

· Major famine, e.g. 1921

· Peasant uprisings, e.g. Tambov (1920-1) provoked by grain requisitioning

· Falls in industrial & raw materials production, e.g. coal, oil & iron

How did it succeed?
· Fulfilling Communist ideals

· Helped Reds win Civil War

· Centralising control of industry & agriculture

· Providing supplies for army & cities to help war effort

· Introduction of tighter discipline into factories – passports, use of political commissars
NEP – New Economic Policy, 1921
What were the key features?
· Ending of grain requisitioning

· Payment by peasants of a tax in kind (i.e. grain) of 10%

· Return to private trading for small businesses

· Heavy industry (‘the commanding heights’) remained under state control

	Key features of War Communism
	Impact (+/-)
	Key features of NEP
	Impact (+/-)

	June 1918, decree nationalised all industries

Production focused on war effort

Factory committees lost ability to control work places (Workers’ Control Decree (Nov 1917) had given workers right to play a part in management of factories, but many had taken this as permission to run factories themselves)

Appointees took over (often former owners of factories)

Grain requisitioning – Food Supplies Dictatorship (May 1918) estd. to forcibly requisition grain, using Red Guards, soldiers and members of the Cheka

Banning of private trade – all private trade & manufacture banned

Industry & trade brought under control of Vesenkha; workers committees replaced by single factory managers called ‘specialists’

Labour discipline: fines for lateness & absenteeism; internal passports to stop migration to cities; piece-work rates reintroduced; work books needed to get rations

Rationing: priority given to Red Army; smaller rations to civil servants & professionals; smallest rations to ‘burzhui’ or ‘former people’

Red Terror: launched in summer 1918 following assassination attempt on Lenin by SR, Fanya Kaplan; SRs arrested, Mensheviks & SRs excluded from Soviets, Kadets forced into exile
	Factory committees lost ability to control work places; instead managed by appointees and party officials

Production collapsed; transport & production disrupted by Civil War

Mass migration: population of Petrograd & Moscow halved (2.6m workers in Russia in 1917, 1.2m left posts in 1920)

Farm production collapsed by 40% from 1913 to 1921

Fierce resistance of grain requisitioning; social division as kulaks blamed for hoarding grain; many farmers refused to join State collective farms; crisis of food supply; grain requisitioning squads sent into villages (1919 & 1920), confiscated grain and seed

Inflation: 1917-1922, inflation at 1,000,000 per cent; workers paid in goods; inflation removed incentives to work or produce goods

Unrest: peasant uprisings, e.g. Tambov region , 1921; Kronstadt mutiny, 1921- ‘the flash that lit up reality more than anything else’ (Lenin) ; strikes in cities which sailors and soldiers joined

Famine: drought, 1920; sever winter, 1920-1; worst famine for 30 years; 1920, Ukraine, grain production fell by 20%; reports of cannibalism; American Relief Administration provided emergency relief and seed
	End of grain requisitioning

Payment by peasants of a tax in kind (i.e. grain)

Reintroduction of free market

Peasants able to sell surplus grain

Legalisation of small businesses

Heavy industry remained under state control
	Increased support for govt: ‘Let the peasants have their little bit of capitalism as long as we keep power’ (Lenin)

Bolsheviks open to criticism: retreat from Communism; more serious defeat than those suffered by Whites in Civil War (according to reports in Izvestia)

Stability: brought an end to peasant armed uprisings; peasants & workers returned to work

Improved agricultural economy: better harvests, helped by improved weather & seed grain from USA; by 1923 cereal production increased by 23% (compared with 1920); large amounts of food flooding market led to prices dropping and causing ‘scissors crisis’ (cost of food dropped whilst industrially produced goods remained high)

Economic improvement: factory output increased by 200% (from 1920-23)

New currency: replaced devalued rouble (1922); people had an incentive to sell produce

Growth in centralisation: ban on party factions (passed at 10th Party Congress, March 1921), groups like Workers’ Opposition Party which called for greater collaboration with workers’ committees and headed by Alexandra Kollontai now officially banned

Rise of Nepmen: traders who bought up produce in villages and brought them into cities for sale; by 1923 Nepmen controlled ¾ of economy; corruption & speculation

Corruption increased: prostitution flourished; gambling increased, e.g Moscow city govt earned majority of income from taxes on gambling clubs


Creation of USSR

Why was the USSR created?
· Comprised more countries than the original RSFSR

· It was a state without boundaries – aspiring to worldwide revolution

· Multi-nation state united by Communism

· Federal system (similar to USA)

· Each country sent representatives to a Congress of Soviets (parliament for USSR)

Was Lenin a Red Tsar? Main features of his style of government

· Power highly centralised

· Ban on opposition parties (from 1921)

· Power shifted from Sovnarkom (government) to Politburo (policy-making body of Communist Party)

· Cult of Lenin – founder of Communist Party, leader of October Revolution

· Democratic centralism

· Propaganda – Pravda, 

· Terror - Cheka & GPU

From autocracy to communist dictatorship – summary

	
	Tsarist Russia
	Provisional Government
	Communist Russia

	Power of government
	Tsar considered to be divinely appointed

Tsar chose & dismissed ministers

Rule through imperial decree, ukaz

No national parliament or elections until after 1905

Power rested in the personality of the Tsar

C-in-C of armed forces & had control over foreign policy

Appointed provisional governors responsible for vast regions of Russia

Relied heavily on support & advice of Church, e.g. Pobedonostsev

October Manifesto – promising reform and Duma (1905)

Fundamental Law (1906) reasserting powers of Tsar
	Lacked legitimacy – self-appointed group of liberals from former Duma

Power of PG undermined by Soviet & Order No. One

Challenges to govt, e.g. return of Lenin, General Kornilov, soviets

Bolsheviks seen as defenders of Petrograd after Kornilov Affair
	Dissolution of Constituent Assembly and creation of sovnarkom

Growing power of Politburo

10th Party Congress – ban on factions & democratic centralism



	Role of police
	Okhrana – targeted political groups like Nihilists (anarchists) & People’s Will

Land captains appointed to replace local JPs, used repressive measures & censorship
	Okhrana abolished & freedom of press allowed as well as practice of religion and release of political prisoners
	Cheka & GPU

Terror (1918) began after assassination attempt on Lenin & culminated in execution of Tsar & family

	Control over economy
	Emancipation of Serfs (1861), freed many peasants from feudal duties

Russia’s economic potential untapped due to problems with transport & infrastructure

Government intervention in the economy: - Vyshnegradsky encouraged peasants to move to Siberia; Sergei Witte introduced Trans-Siberian Railway & encouraged foreign investment as well as taxation of peasants; Stolypin freed peasants to move in search of work and created Land Bank & abolished Redemption Tax
	Couldn’t resolve issue of peasants seizing land because lacked legitimacy

WWI massive drain on economy, e.g. rationing introduced
	War Communism – decree on nationalisation, grain requisitioning

NEP – reintroduction of private trade

Siginifcant failings, e.g. Kronstadt Mutiny (1921), ‘scissors crisis’ & rise of NEPmen

	Treatment of minorities
	Russian Orthodox Church was main religion, but other religions existed across Empire, e.g. Poles were Catholic, areas of central Asia were Islamic, Belarus largely Jewish

Strong pressure for separatism from Poles, e.g. revolted against Russian rule in 1830 and 1863

Russification

Alex III anti-semite & organised pogroms against Jews in 1890s
	Greater tolerance due to liberal membership of government and fact lacked authority over much of country
	Poles succeeded in winning victory during Civil War against Red Army (1921)

Creation of USSR

	Development of political parties
	Conservative & reactionary compared with other European countries

No legal parties until after 1905, but parties emerged including Liberals, SRs, SDs (including Bolsheviks)


	Growth of left-wing opposition, esp. from SDs including Bolsheviks with return of Lenin
	Political opposition banned (from 1921)

Ban on factions within Communist Party


Key individuals

Produce your own factoids on these individuals
· Alexander II

· Alexander III

· Nicholas II

· Rasputin

· Kerensky

· Kornilov

· Lenin

· Trotsky
Pursuing Life & Liberty
Segregation
What do we mean by civil rights?

· Right to vote in elections

· Equal treatment under the law

· Equal opportunities in education, work etc.

· Freedom of speech

· Freedom of religion

· Freedom of movement

· Right to belong to a trade union

What were the key differences between North & South?
· American Civil War (1861-65) divided USA between North & South

· Northern states fought for abolition of slavery

· Southern states fought to preserve slavery – important for southern economy

· Victory for North in 1865 led to emancipation of black slaves

· Segregation & racial prejudice remained

	
	South
	North

	Social
	No black representatives in South

Poor education facilities, e.g. although born in Atlanta, Georgia, MLK went North to Philadelphia & Boston to complete his education

Growing black middle class (majority of 400,000 members of NAACP middle class)

GI Bill of Rights rewarded returning servicemen with free college education
	Life generally better than North, but still enormous inequality

De facto segregation in ghetto areas where housing & schools were inferior to whites

Whites unwilling to live near blacks, e.g. black communities brought down property prices, & believing black students brought down school standards

Some blacks achieving better social positions, e.g. Thurgood Marshall, distinguished lawyer; Adam Clayton Powell was a minister, journalist & councillor

	Economic
	Menial, low-paid jobs

Sharecropping common source of income

Resentment at black soldiers returning home in search of work

Tensions, e.g. Alabama Dry Dock Company forced by federal pressure to take on blacks

Key rulings, e.g. equal salaries for black teachers in Maryland and Virginia


	Fewer job opportunities than whites. Malcolm X lived in ghetto, took on variety of low-paid unskilled jobs, e.g. shoeshine, railroad waiter

White-owned companies reluctant to employ blacks, e.g. drivers of buses all white until Adam Clayton-Powell’s bus boycott in 1941

Well-paid, but low status jobs emerging e.g. Detroit car manufacturing

FEPC (Fair Employment Practices Committee)

	Legal status
	Few registered to vote, but increasing from 3% (1940) to 12% (1947)

Literacy tests made it v. difficult to register as well as poll tax $16.50

1945, Supreme Court ruling (Smith v Allwright) exclusion of blacks from primaries unconstitutional under 15th Amendment)

Little open opposition to Jim Crow Laws

Judges & jurors, policemen were all white

Growing support for NAACP

Female lecturers at Alabama State University (black university) formed Women’s Political Council (1946)
	Able to vote in late 1945, although election of sympathetic representatives wasn’t guaranteed

1945 only 2 black members to Congress (William Dawson for Chicago and Adam Clayton Powell from Harlem)

A Philip Randolph helped to unionise railway porters and improve their legal status

Black police v rare

Legal system treated blacks more harshly

Police brutality & corruption commonplace


Conditions after World War Two
What effect did WWII have on African-American soldiers?
1.2million African Americans recruited into US Army

Black soldiers trained on camps in rural south – shocked by segregation and prejudice they found

Segregation continued in army until after WWII

African American soldiers surprised by integration of different races in Europe

FDR emphasised US troops fighting for 4 basic freedoms: speech, religion, freedom from want & fear – freedoms which black Americans lacked

Double V campaign – victory in war but also victory against racism in USA

Holocaust and Nazi anti-Semitism powerful reminder of dangers of racial prejudice

US soldiers returned as heroes & boosted self-esteem of many African Americans 

Harry S Truman, 1945-53
Why did Truman want to improve civil rights?
· WWII – moved by stories of black war veterans

· Black vote for Democratic Party growling in importance, e.g. black voters supported FDR

· Cold War – USA had a moral duty to fight communism & protect freedom across world

· Black campaigners – A Philip Randolph, encouraged African Americans not to join US army due to segregation

What problems were identified in ‘To Secure These Rights’, 1947?
· Lynching – 1882-1945, 300 lynchings in southern states

· Police brutality – regular practices included pistol-whipping, beating with rubber hoses, bullwhipping, drowning & denial of medical treatment, forced confessions

· Voting rights – 1944 presidential election, 18% black people in southern states able to vote due to literacy tests & granfather clauses

· Discrimination in armed forces – 1 in 70 black soldiers ever promoted to rank of officer, compared with 1 in 7 white servicemen; in navy out of 10,000 black sailors, only 2 promoted to officer status

· Employment & education – 62% of working black men employed in poorly-paid agricultural labour; black received 47 cents per hour compared with 65 for whites; black high school graduates earned average $775 p.a. compared with $1, 454 for whites

· White teachers paid more than black teachers – Mississippi, average white teacher paid $1,107 and black teacher $342

· Health – 1940, 1 black doctor on average per 3,377 patients compared with 1 white doctor per 750 patients

What were the recommendations?
· Radical action, linked to demands for stable democracy during period of Cold War

· Reorganising Civil Rights Section of Department of Justice to allow regional office to enforce civil rights more effectively

· Greater government funding for Civil Rights Section

· Establishment of permanent Presidential & Congressional committees to monitor racial equality

· Federal government should withdraw funds from organisations which discriminate on grounds of race

· New laws to tackle lynching giving police powers to arrest mobs

· New laws outlawing police brutality

· Fair Employment Practices Act to end discrimination in employment

· Make FEPC (estd by Roosevelt in 1941) permanent

· At state level, committees should be set up to monitor & promote civil rights

· Compulsory training for police forces on race issues

· State governments in South should be forced to end segregation

· Measures which put obstacles in way of black registration should be abolished

What were Truman’s achievements?
· Appointed African Americans to important government roles, e.g. Ralph Bunche appointed American Ambassador to UN; 1949, William Hastie 1st black federal judge

· Use of federal powers – signed Executive Order 9980 guaranteeing fair employment practices in civil service; Executive Order 10308 established Committeee on Government Contract Compliance (CGCC) to ensure defence contracts did not go to companies with poor record on fair employment

· Fair Deal programme – government funds invested in housing projects aimed at black communities

· Desegregation of military – Executive Order 9981, 1948

· Inauguration ceremony – audience desegregated for 1st time

· Desegregation of public spaces – airport restaurant at Dulles Airport

· Victory in 1948 presidential election – Truman faced strong opposition from Republicans and Democrats (Dixiecrats led by Strom Thurmond)

Early NAACP campaigns
What were the aims & methods?
· Founded in 1909 by WEB DuBois

· Created to fight for rights of black people

· 1939-42, membership grew from 50,000 to 450,000

· Methods included legal action, non-violent direct action & inititaives to empower African Americans, e.g. Louisiana Progressive Voters League aimed at increasing black voter registration

What were some of the key early legal challenges?
· Challenged Jim Crow laws as ‘unconstitutional’ according to terms of 14th Amendment (everyone born in US has full citizenship rights) & 15th Amendment (all citizens have right to vote, regardless of colour)

· Thurgood Marshall & leading black lawyers defended high profile, landmark test cases, 

· Smith v Allwright, 1944: overturned ruling in Texas preventing African Americans from voting in primary elections

· Morgan v Virginia, 1946: segregation on interstate buses ruled illegal

What were some early successes?
· 1945-55, NAACP organised series of protests  in Louisiana, e.g. 1947 picketed New Orleans’ 4 biggest department stores; 1953 boycott of school in Lafayette over poor facilities compared with local white counterpart

· NAACP lynching investigation squad, 1946: special unit of investigators would visit lynching scenes, gather evidence & initiate  legal proceedings

How did they collaborate with other groups?
· Other groups involved in direct action: United Defence League (UDL), Committee on Negro Organisation (CNO), the Congress of Industrial Relations (CIO), the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE)
· UDL organised week-long boycott in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 1953 – boycott accompanied by well-organised car-pooling scheme

· Between 1940 and 1957, CNO organised voter registration campaign in Arkansas

· Journey of Reconciliation, 1947 - 16 CORE activists planned journey from North to South to demonstrate many bus companies ignoring  Morgan v Virginia (1946) ruling
Brown v Board of Education

Why did they targeting education?
· Inequalities staggering – 1949, Carolina state spent $179 pa educating white children & $43 educating blacks

· Vital first step towards improving lives of African-Americans – improvements in education could lead to improvements in employment

· Shaping views of future generations

What were the features of the Brown v Board of Education case, 1954
· Church minister – thought it was morally wrong to segregate schools

· Practicalities - Linda Brown would have to travel 20 blocks to school

· NAACP supported Brown’s case

· Kansas was not a southern state – more chance of achieving desegregation

· Thurgood Marshall represented Brown

· Chief Justice Earl Marshall was sympathetic to civil rights

What were the reasons for Supreme Court ruling?
· Segregation had negative effect on education

· Supreme Court recognised US was changing, with growth in aspiration and middle-class influence

· For 60 years southern states had failed to provide education that was genuinely equal

· Racist school system was not in harmony with values US trying to promote during Cold War

· Change in leadership of Supreme Court with appointment of more liberal judge, Earl Warren

How did people react?
· Increase in local activism by NAACP & CORE, e.g. New voter registration campaigns

· White backlash, e.g. White Citizens’ Councils

· Revival of KKK, e.g. Emmett Till case

· Attacks on NAACP, e.g. Alabama state court outlawed NAACP & in Louisiana police closed 48 out of 50 branches

· Senator Harry F Byrd began campaign of ‘massive resistance’. 101 congressman signed ‘Southern Manifesto’ rejecting the Supreme Court ruling on desegregation in schools
· Eisenhower unwilling to support Supreme Court ruling, criticising his own decision to appoint Earl Warren as, ‘biggest damned-fool mistake I ever made’.

Early southern campaigns, 1955-62

	
	Montgomery Bus Boycott, 1955-56
	Little Rock Campaign, 1957
	Greensboro sit-ins, 1960
	Freedom Rides, 1961
	Albany movement, 1961-62
	James Meredith & University of Mississippi, 1962

	Aims


	Challenge segregation on buses


	Desegregation of schools
	Shift focus from schools to other to public places e.g. restaurants, swimming pools & libraries


	Test desegregation of interstate travel
	To end segregation in Albany, Georgia in wake of Freedom Rides
	Raise profile of inequality in education

James Meredith attempted to become 1st black student at Uni of Mississippi



	Methods
	NAACP mounted legal challenge to segregation on Alabama buses

MIA began a campaign of direct action against local bus companies

Admired philosophy of passive non-resistance of Gandhi & civil disobedience

85% Montgomery’s black community


	Enrol 9 black students into Little Rock’s all-white Central High School


	4 black students sat at ‘whites-only’ counter of Woolworths, Greensboro, North Carolina, escalating to 300 students by 4th day

Other locations there were ‘wade-ins’, ‘read-ins’, ‘watch-ins’ & ‘kneel-ins’


	7 black & 6 white activists travelled across US on Grehound & Trailways buses
	Organised protests
	Meredith attempted to enrol at Uni

	Civil rights groups


	NAACP (se below)

MIA estd. To co-ordinate boycott and organise car pooling


	NAACP took case to court (see below)
	SCLC organised sit-ins

SNCC (Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee) formed


	Organised by CORE (Congress of Racial Equality) & SNCC
	MLK

SNCC
	

	Achievements


	MLK arrested & imprisoned – attracting media attention

Browder v Gayle, 1956 – US Supreme court ruling that segregation on buses was illegal

Showed economic power of black citizens

Showed power of media involvement

Demonstrated MLK’s leadership qualities

Led to establishment of Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC)


	Cooper v Aaron, 1958 – illegal to prevent desegregation for whatever reason

Showed how de jure change could lead to de facto change

Forced president (Eisenhower) to intervene

Showed extent of racism in Southern states through media coverage of event
	Showed civil rights groups could co-operate & that campaigns could spread v quickly

Showed effectiveness of media coverage

Showed economic impact of civil rights – Woolworth’s profits decreased by 1/3 during campaign

By 1961, 810 towns desegregated public places


	Attorney General, Robert Kennedy to enforce desegregation of the interstate bus services

Showed effectiveness of co-operation between SNCC & CORE

Demonstrated impact of scenes of police brutality or injustice, e.g. Bull Connor refused to protect Freedom Riders from white rioters


	Showed that peaceful protest didn’t always work & police becoming wise to negative impact of media coverage, e.g. Local Police Chief Laurie Pritchett, treated protestor fairly in public & organised early release for MLK
	Robert Kennedy involved again in pitting pressure on university chancellor to allow Meredith to enrol

Meredith graduated with a degree in Political Science, 1963


Later southern campaigns, 1963-65
	
	Birmingham Campaign, 1963
	March on Washington, 1963
	Mississippi Freedom Summer, 1964
	Selma Campaign, 1965

	Aims


	Challenge racism within police

Bring end to desegregation in city, esp. in shopping areas, administrative buildings, schools & public parks

Birmingham provided one of worst examples of segregation in South


	March to commemorate centenary of Emancipation Proclomation

Put pressure on Congress & President to pass civil rights act

Slogan, ‘For jobs & Freedom’
	Voter registration campaign


	Black voter registration

Selma choseb because only 1% of black people registered to vote

	Methods
	Direct action, e.g. marches

MLK arrested & imprisoned, writing his famous ‘Letter from Birmingham’ defending civil disobedience

Students recruited to take part in campaign & encouraged them to get arrested and be imprisoned to raise profile of campaign


	Peaceful protest & speeches at heart of US political system
	800 volunteers from North, many of whom were white, organised campaign

Black Americans escorted to registration offices, often using special bus services

30 ‘Freedom Schools’ estd. Across Mississippi to educate black Americans about civil rights


	Public campaigns to raise awareness about voter registration

50 mile march from Selma to Montgomery to mark 10th anniversary of Montgomery Bus Boycott

Initial march of 8,000 people increased to 25,000

	Civil rights groups


	SCLC


	SCLC, SNCC, CORE & NAACP

20% campaigners were white
	SNCC, CORE & NAACP


	SCLC & SNCC

	Achievements


	Images of protestors being attacked by Bull Connor’s police dogs & hosed down, shown around world including USSR

Embarrassment led to JFK announcing support for a bill to end segregation once and for all

Civil rights protestors released without fine

Large department stores desegregated

Racial discrimination in employment to be ended

BUT

SCLC criticised for changing tactics & most schools & public places remained segregated


	Presented civil rights as united front

Scale & nature of event created enormous media coverage

Helped to gather support for civil rights bill – 1964 Civil Rights Act
	Resistance from police & KKK

17,000 attempted to register but only 1,600 succeeded

Founding of Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP) which held its own primaries (including ‘lily-white’ primary) to select a Democratic candidate for presidential elections because black people had been turned away from mainstream primary elections

Rival primary led to breakdown in trust between black campaigners & President Johnson


	Highlighted problems facing black people trying to vote

Led to Voting Rights Act, 1965

Media images increased support for campaign

Revealed tensions between civil rights movement, e.g. MLK criticised for colluding with Johnson


Martin Luther King – Northern campaigns
Why did MLK begin to campaign in the North?
· Interest in social economic problems of northern states

· 1965, Moynihan Report highlighted high levels of crime & poor living conditions of African Americans in northern cities

· Ghettoisation was leading to de facto segregation

Chicago Freedom Movement, 1966

· Campaign organised by SCLC & Coordinating Council of Community Organisations (CCCO)

· Aims: use non-violent methods used in South to challenge de facto segregation of Chicago’s education, housing & employment

· Events: poorly organised; rioting broke out provoked by heatwave in city; MLK forced to negotiate compromise settlement with authorities

What was the impact of the Chicago Freedom Movement?
· MLK criticised for tactical mistakes in campaign

· Blacks lost faith in MLK & SCLC & turned to more radical solutions

· Caused white backlash

· Proved to MLK that de facto segregation harder to change than de jure

· Caused frustration amongst black with MLK’s pursuit of passive resistance

· White labour unions very powerful

· Didn’t win support of church

· Smaller congregations

· Decline of federal support due to MLK’s attacks on Vietnam

· Scale – Chicago 10X bigger than Birmingham

· Investment required, e.g. in urban regeneneration – not as simple as changes in law

Poor People’s Campaign, 1968

· MLK attempted to create a coalition of poor & ethnic minorities to tackle problems

· Envisaged nationwide campaign of civil disobedience

· Campaigners to demand $30 billion p.a. to combat poverty, commitment to full employment & construction of ½ million new houses a year

Problems with PPC

· President Johnson didn’t support campaign

· Vietnam War split campaigners & diverted resources

Memphis Sanitation Workers’ Strike, 1968 – events & impact
· MLK became involved because many workers were black or underprivileged  & city authorities refused to recognise workers’ union

· Campaign failure: protestors began looting; MLK accused of leading riots & also running from march when it turned violent

· MLK shot on balcony of his Memphis hotel room by James Earl Ray

· Memphis gave in to demands of workers

· Johnson declared day of national mourning

· Riots broke out across USA in 130 cities & 29 states

· MLK’s death radicalised black activism 

Martin Luther King – saint or sinner
	Saint
	Sinner

	Glory seeker

MLK needed to publicise the cause

1958, he chose a gaol sentence in preference to a $10 fine saying, ‘sometimes it is necessary to dramatise an issue because many people are not aware of what is happening’

Hypocrite

Wife Coretta King described him as a guilt-ridden man who felt unworthy of praise he received

Pressure of events led him to distort versions of events, e.g. troubles in Birmingham

Attempts to reveal MLK’s sexual antics often led to disappointing lack of evidence

MLK’s sexual urges caused him anguish and self-doubt, and he found it difficult to resist the attention he received from ‘adoring’ supporters

Betrayer of his people

More than a black civil rights campaigner, e.g. ‘I am interested in rights for Negroes, but I am also interested in Appalachian whites and Mexican Americans and other minorities’


	Glory seeking

1958, friend criticised MLK’s account of Montgomery bus boycott for giving the impression ‘that everything depended on you’

NAACP leader Roy Wilkins described MLK as self-promoting

Hypocrite

Preached monogamy and declared sex outsider marriage to be unlawful

One SCLC (Southern Christian Leadership Conference) worker described MLK as ‘a saint with clay feet’

Described as a ‘tom cat’ with ‘obsessive degenerate sexual urges’ by FBI agent tapping his conversations

Betrayer of his people

Criticised for taking focus off black civil rights campaign

Anti-war stance (on Vietnam War) alienated Johnson

73% of Americans and 48% of blacks disagreed with his opposition to Vietnam War; 60% believed his opposition had hurt the campaign


Role of federal government

What actions did US presidents take?
Dwight D. Eisenhower (1953-61), Republican: didn’t feel it was duty of federal govt. to intervene, e.g. reluctance to become involved at Little Rock, 1957; end of presidency proposed 2 civil rights bills both weakened by opposition from Congress – 1957 Civil Rights Act, focused on voting rights & 1960 Civil Rights Act, extended powers of Commission ob Civil Rights requiring local authorities to keep records of voter registration

John F Kennedy (1961-3), Democrat: sympathetic to civil rights, e.g. call to Coretta King whilst MLK in prison in 1960; slow to use federal powers; early moves were symbolic, e.g. appointment of 5 federal judges, including Thurgood Marshall; created Committee on Equal Employment Opportunity (CEEO); didn’t throw his weight behind civil rights until March on Washington, 1963
Lyndon B. Johnson (1963-9), Democrat: promoted ‘Great Society’ designed to make USA fairer after JFK’s assassination; passed Civil Rights Act, 1964 – outlawed segregation in any public place & made Fair Employment Practices Commission permanent; Voting Rights Act, 1965 – outlawed all ‘tests’ aimed at preventing voter registration; Elementary & Secondary Education Act, 1965 & Higher Education Act, 1965 – increased funding to education, esp. those states with high densities of ethnic minorities; Civil Rights Act, 1968 (Fair Housing Act) – outlawed discrimination in sale or rental of housing
Changes in attitudes of Congress

High-profile cases, e.g. Birmingham, exposed scale of racism & segregation in South

Johnson carefully managed Congress

Conservative Democrats replaced by more liberal Congressman likely to support reform

Support for civil rights as fitting legacy for JFK

Changes in attitudes from Supreme Court

Key appointments, e.g. Earl Warren as Chief Justice of Supreme Court
Test cases, e.g. Brown v Board of Education (1954), Brown II (1955) & Browder v Gayle (1956) unravelled Jim Crow laws

De jure change resulted in de facto change

Opposition to change, 1955-68

What opposition did campaigners face?

Presidential opposition

· Eisenhower (1953-61) rarely took initiative, e.g. Little Rock (1957)

· JFK (1961-3) disagreed with methods used, e.g. horrifed by Freedom Rides (1961) & called for campaign to stop; set up Voter Education Project  (VEP) offering grants to activists who abandoned direct action; prior to 1963 resisted calls to use federal troops

· LBJ (1963-9) distanced himself from MLK following criticisms of Vietnam & didn’t support Poor People’s Campaign (1968)

Opposition from Congress

· Truman faced opposition from Dixiecrats during 1948 presidential campaign

· Alliance of conservative Democrats & Republicans weakened Civil Rights Acts of 1957, 1960 & 1968

· Strom Thurmond staged 24 hour filibuster to try to kill 1957 Civil Rights act

FBI

· J Edgar Hoover, head of FBI, dedicated anti-Communist, suspected civil rights organisers had links with Communist Party

· Set up COINTELPRO – Counter Intelligence Program to investigate civil rights activities

State & local government

· State governors often more conservative than federal politicians, e.g. Governor Orval Faubus in Little Rock

· Local politicians blocked campaigns, e.g. Mayor Richard Daley prevented progress in Chicago Campaign, 1966

Local police

· Violent tactics used by local police chiefs, e.g. Bull Connor in Birmingham (1963)

· More sophisticated tactics used by Albany Police Chief Laurie Pritchett manipulated media coverage of protests and showed police as fair

· Police played significant part in provoking riots, e.g. Chicago 1966 when turned off water hydrants cooling the crowds

Public opinion

· ‘White flight’ – decline in white population in US cities, creating ghettoes in city centres & decline in tax revenues for public services

· Opposition to equal & fair housing schemes

Malcolm X

Why did Black Nationalism emerge?
· Marcus Garvey’s black nationalist movement and ‘back to Africa’ movement

· Nation of Islam, led by Elijah Muhammad, encouraged black separatism

· TV coverage – ‘The Hate that Hate produced’

· Charismatic leaders – Malcolm X

· High profile recruits – Muhammad Ali

Failures & achievements of Nation of Islam

	Successes
	Failures

	NOI membership in ghettoes reached 100,000 in 1960 and 250,000 by 1969

NOI newspaper, ‘Muhammad Speaks’ had a weekly circulation of 600,000 by mid 1970s

Many blacks found comfort in the NOI message of separatism and self-defence

Provided economic self-help, Muhammad helped set up many businesses in black communities

High expectations – encouraged people to turn away from immoral behaviour

After Muhammad’s death in 1975 obituaries in white newspapers were surprisingly favourable, e.g. Newsweek said he was ‘a prophetic voice in the flowering of black identity and pride’


	Unrealistic solutions, e.g. the creation of a separate black state.

Seem by many as a step backwards, another form of racism

NOI teachings exacerbated differences between black communities, e.g. they attacked MLK as an ‘Uncle Tom’ figure

Former leaders like Malcolm X fell out publicly with the leadership, even Elijah Muhammad’s sons left because they thought the organisation was too materialistic and the ‘concocted religious teachings’, e.g. Allah originally created black people and other races were created by an evil scientist called Yakub whose last creation was the white race

Assassination of Malcolm X increased anger against Muhammead

Muhammad’s dismissive attitude towards non-Muslim African culture alienated some black power activists

Muhammad hated traditional black culture, what he called ‘jungle styles’


What were Malcolm X’s key beliefs

· Critical of MLK – described him as an ‘Uncle Tom’

· Distrusted SCLC & NAACP which placed too much trust in American system which had enslaved black Americans

· Criticised March on Washington as ‘circus’

· Critical of MLK’s goals of integration which would keep black people subservient to white Americans

· Described himself as ‘Black Nationalist Freedom Fighter’ – rejected American values

· Political black nationalism – self-determination for black people

· Economic black nationalism – black people should control the economy within their community

· Black nationalism was only possible in a black community that excluded whites

· Self-defence was a more powerful weapon than love And forgiveness

Why did he break with NOI

· Set up Organisation of Afro-American Unity (OAAU)

· Linked struggle against white oppression in USA with anti-colonial struggle in Africa

· Organsied voter registration campaigns

· School boycotts where education for blacks was unsatisfactory

· Rent strikes

· Social programmes to help drug addict

Changes in policy

· 1964, speech, ‘The Ballot or the Bullet’ suggested working within the American system

· Became more willing to work with organisations like SNCC & CORE

· Discussed possibility of co-operation with MLK

· Went on a Hajj (pilgrimage to Mecca) & reconsidered possibility of a more harmonious partnership between white and black Americans

Black Panthers

Why were there divisions within movement?
· Methods – e.g. use of violence or passive resistance

· Extent to which black & whites should integrate

· Importance of de jure over de facto change

· Collaboration between organisations, e.g. SNCC, CORE & SCLC

· Personalities – clashes between MLK & Malcolm X

· Policies – attitudes towards Vietnam

What were the origins & aims of Black Panthers

· Black Panther Party founded in 1966 Huey Newton & Bobby Seale

· All-black political party

· Prepared to use violence to achieve its aims

· Inspired by ideas & charisma of Malcolm X

· Critical of civil rights leaders prepared to work within American system

· Adopted black panther logo & paramilitary uniform

· Focused on slef-defence & economic improvement (inspired again by Malcolm X)

· Also aimed to improve conditions in ghettos in northern cities

· Aims summarised in Ten-Point Programme

· Published ‘Black Panther’ newspaper highlighting aims and examples of police violence against blacks and miscarriages of justice

· Influenced by Che Guevara & Mao Zedong

· Forged links with non-white revolutionary groups around the world

· Radical, nationalist aims, including payment of reparations for slavery, freedom for blacks jailed by white juries, exemption of blacks from military service

What  methods did they use?
‘Patrol the pigs’ campaign – kept police under surveillance

Newton carried law books in his car and intervened when blacks stopped by police

Campaign highlighted injustices and grew in popularity, Californian state government attempted to ban Black Panther patrols

‘Survival programmes’ aimed at improving living conditions, e.g. free breakfasts for school children, health clinics, free ‘liberation schools’

Health clinics offered tests for sickle cell anaemia & contraceptive care

Liberation schools educated black Americans about past struggles & achievements & helped raise self-esteem

Why did they decline?
· Focus of police attention esp FBI’s COINTELPRO organisation due to their support of armed resistance and criminal activity & suspicions of links with Communists

· Many leaders either killed, imprisoned, e.g. Newton arrested for murder in 1967, or on the run

· FBI used underhand techniques, e.g. tapped phonecalls, infiltrated organisation, forged letters
· Funds spend on legal fees to detriment of ‘survival programmes’

· Tensions between leadership, e.g. between Newton & Eldrige Cleaver

· Tensions between male members & new female recruits

Black Power

What did Black Power achieve?

Social & economic achievements
· SNCC’s Free DC Movement headed by Marion Barry aimed to bring ‘home rule’ to black community in Washington DC; by 1966 black citizens could elect own school boards; Barry set up ‘Model Police Precinct’ controlled by police board partly elected by local black community; gained $3 million to improve community policing

· SNCC campaign in New York resulted in black people gaining control of Intermediate School 201 in Harlem

· Freedom City in Mississippi set up Child Development Group of Mississippi & set up 85 Head Start centres to support young children

· Black Panthers set up 49 clinics to help blacks affected by sickle cell anaemia; 1972 federal govt passed National Sickle Cell Anaemia Control Act committing govt money to research & treatment of the disease

Cultural achievements
· Growth in black identity & self-esteem, e.g. Macolm X famously refusing to use surname given to his ancestors by plantation owners

· Stokely Carmichael & Huey Newton promoted study of black history & heritage

· Afro hairstyle, associated with activist Angela Davis, became symbol of black identity

· Change in terminology – negro & coloured abandoned in favour of ‘black’

· Black music – musicians like Miles Davis, Jimmy Hendrix & James Brown

· Television – black role models, e.g. Lieutenant Uhuru, meaning ‘freedom’ in Swahili; Bill Cosby projected model of successful black middle-class family life
· Sport – Tommie Smith & John Carlos gave ‘power to people’ salute at Mexico Olympics (1968)

Mainstream and Counter-Culture
What are the characteristics of counterculture?
· Not coherent group, e.g. included hippies, feminists, peaceniks

· Believed that USA was corrupt  - America was an unjust society

· Disenchanted with politicians – political parties couldn’t deliver change or respond to needs of ordinary people
What were the origins of counterculture?
· Disney popularised rock music, contained dance scenes derived from Latin or African dance, e.g. Three Caballeros & even contained psychedelic scenes, e.g. Fantasia, Disney heroes often rebels, e.g. Robin Hood (1952)

· Growth of market for youth goods, e.g. fashion & music

· Rock music challenged conservative values, e.g. Elvis Presley & Beatles

· Films popularised outsiders, e.g. James Dean, ‘Rebel Without a Cause’ 

· Beatniks – challenged US values in their writing, e.g. William S Burroughs ‘Naked Lunch’ (1959)

· Hippie communities, e.g. Diggers in San Francisco

Student rebels 
· New Left emerged - questioned the inequalities in USA & turned to Communism and socialism instead
· Examples of groups: Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) formed to challenge culture of big business & government authority, organised sit-ins at Berkley University; Mario Savio’s Free Speech Movement, criticised bureaucracy & organised sit-ins
Anti-War movement

Growth in death toll, e.g. 16,500 died in 1968

Draft – young men, aged 18-25 called up to join US Army

Unfair draft – disproportionate numbers of blacks or reworking -class involved in frontline duties, white middle-class youths able to dodge draft more easily

Low-morale – 20% new soldiers went AWOL during training

Racist war – many believed Vietnam War was racial war against indigenous Vietnamese people

Tactics – use of chemical weapons and indiscriminate aerial bombardment very unpopular
Methods of protest

Mass anti-war rallies  in Washington, 1965

SDS organised ‘teach-in’ at University of Michegan, 1965

Vietnam Day Committee (VDC) formed to organise further protests

San Francisco Diggers organised ‘human be-in’ against Vietnam War and banning of LSD

SNCC & MLK spoke out against Vietnam

Muhammad Ali refused to fight in war – ‘I ain’t got no quarrel with them Viet Cong …They never called me nigger’

Burning of draft cards

Youth International Party (Yippies) organised march on Pentagon, 1967 

Women’s liberation

Why did the movement grow in strength?
· 1963 Equal Pay Act

· 1964 Civil Rights Act banned discrimination due to gender

· New campaigning groups formed, e.g. National Organisation for Women (NOW) spurred on by widening gap in earnings between men and women & lack of opportunities for self-advancement
· Women’s lib became a popular term

· Popular aims, including better child care, equal pay and abortion rights

· Family planning and the Pill helped to give women more control over their lives
· Women had played a key role in civil rights movement e.g. Rosa Parks
What methods did they use?
· NOW founded by Betty Friedan used legal means to achieve change,  e.g. Weeks v Southern Bell

· Radical Women used public demonstrations e.g. against Miss World or Bra-burning

· New York group, ‘The Feminists’ campaigned against marriage, e.g. stormed NY City registry armed with leaflets supporting female separatism

· New York Radical Women (NYRW) organised ‘speak-outs’ on issues such as abortions

· Society for Cutting Up Men (SCUM) called for overthrow of govt, end to money & other anarchic policies

· Women’s International Terrorist Conspiracy from Hell (WITCH) cast spells on prominent men
Other ethnic minorities
	
	Native Americans
	Hispanics

	Continued problems
	Increased rights consciousness as a result of WWII, e.g. 25,000 Indians fought in WWII

Criticised Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) for dictatorial meddling, e.g. banning of alcohol

Cold War increased pressure for conformity and consensus among Indians

Commissioner Dillon Myer reversed Roosevelt’s policies such as Indian Reorganisation Act (1934) which helped to restore tribal control over reservation land & facilitated loans for struggling tribes and New Deal gave Indians more lands, better farming expertise, better medical services and large money grants

Myer sold Pueblo Indian land without consent, started a relocation programme aimed at getting Indians into jobs in cities, but 1/3 of Indians remained and many went onto welfare benefits.

Some reservations were ‘terminated’ esp. where there was a desire among whites for land, e.g. Utah Paiuties were scattered to allow prospecting for oil and uranium.

1953 Congress increased state govt. jurisdiction over reservations, e.g. Vermont ‘sterilisation’ programme of ‘immoral’ or ‘feeble-minded’ Indians
	Mexican Americans played a vital part as agricultural workers during WWII

Lived in remote communities, but by 1968 a large  majority lived in cities, e.g. 1/3 of population of LA

Fear of federal authorities as many were illegal immigrants

Language was a key issue for Hispanics compared with other ethnic minorities

	Impact of black consciousness
	Inspired by NAACP

Estd. National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) (1944)

1958, successfully campaigned against Eisenhower terminating reservation rights

Kennedy promised more jobs on reservations

Copied NAACP litigation strategy, suing state & federal govt. over discrimnination

Unlike NAACP did not seek integration into US society
	Founded a national civil rights organisation in 1930s

1960s Brown Berets founded ‘Brown Power’

Cesar Chavez agricultural workers’ labour union mirrored A Philip Randolph’s

Chavez remained a regional political figure unlike MLK or Malcolm X

	Militancy
	Era of increased militancy, e.g. ‘women’s lib’, black activism, ‘Rights Revolution’

BIA described as ‘apples’ ‘Red on the outside but white on the inside’ or ‘Uncle Tomahawks’

1961, National Indian Youth Council organised a ‘fish in’ in Washington to remind authorities of ancient tribal rights

1964, NIYC participated in ‘Poor People’s March on Washington’

Red Power – occupied federal land

American Indian Movement (AIM), most miltant of all,  formed in Minneapolis -St Paul ghetto; activities led to 60% drop in no. of Native American Indians in jails; attacked negative imagery, e.g. ‘Washington Redskins’

Pride in Native American culture

Clashes with other civil rights campaigners, e.g. Abernathy
	1962, Cesar Chavez formed 1st union of farmers since Depression to protect Mexican Americans, esp. against low pay and poor working conditions

1965, United Farm Workers went on strike against San Joaquin Valley grape growers; banners featured ancient Aztec symbols and Catholic images

1966, with help of Bobby Kennedy and Paul Newman, boycott of table grapes organised (involving 17 million Americans)

	White reaction
	Greater sympathy from Whites demonstrated by polls

Influence on federal govt, although less so due to smaller numbers and isolated nature of tribes
	Sympathy for boycott esp. among white liberals

Hispanics didn’t constitute a substantial voting bloc

	Federal aid
	1946-68, Indian Claims Commission gave c.$400 million to Indians to compensate for loss of land

Beneficiaries of Johnson’s War on Poverty

Indians heavily reliant on welfare schemes

LBJ appointed Indian to head the BIA

1968 Civil Rights Act contained and ‘Indian Bill of Rights’
	1950s Mexican Americans protected against discrimination in jury service & segregated schooling

1965 LBJ supported Hart-Celler Act which abolished national quotas on immigrants

Helped by EEOC & Johnsons use of executive orders urging positive action by contractors and employers
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