Protest culture
	Topic
	What happened

	Student activism
	Mid fifties there were about 2.5 million students but by 1968 there were 7 million

1962, students in Michigan founded ‘Students for a Democratic Society’ which encouraged ‘participatory democracy’ for all

Growth of ‘megaversities’ e.g. University of California at Berkley

1964, Berkley students staged a sit in of university buildings

Anger over Vietnam War – 62% of those drafted died in 1969, but wealthy young people could avoid draft by student deferment; 80% of those drafted came from poor, underprivileged backgrounds



	Counter-culture
	Challenged accepted ideas through fashion, music and liberal lifestyles (sex, drugs and rock n’ roll)

Evolution of ‘Flower power’ on West Coast as well as hippy communes

Rejection of capitalism and greater concern for the environment



	Anti-war movement
	Media attention esp growth of TV brought news of controversial episode to light, e.g. My Lai Massacre (1968)

Opposition to high cost of war ($150 billion)

Growth in mistrust of government and US foreign policy



	Feminism
	1963 Equal Pay Act

1964 Civil Rights Act banned discrimination due to gender

New campaigning groups formed, e.g. National Organisation for Women (NOW)

Women’s lib became a popular term

Aims included child care, equal pay and abortion rights

Family planning and the Pill helped to give women more control over their lives



	Assassinations
	Series of high profile assassinations challenged American belief in safe and free society, e.g. JFK (1963) Malcolm X (1965), MLK (1968) & Bobby Kennedy (1968)

 


