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Achievements of the NOI
	Successes
	Failures

	NOI membership in ghettoes reached 100,000 in 1960 and 250,000 by 1969
NOI newspaper, ‘Muhammad Speaks’ had a weekly circulation of 600,000 by mid 1970s

Many blacks found comfort in the NOI message of separatism and self-defence

Provided economic self-help, Muhammad helped set up many businesses in black communities

High expectations – encouraged people to turn away from immoral behaviour

After Muhammad’s death in 1975 obituaries in white newspapers were surprisingly favourable, e.g. Newsweek said he was ‘a prophetic voice in the flowering of black identity and pride’


	Unrealistic solutions, e.g. the creation of a separate black state.

Seem by many as a step backwards, another form of racism

NOI teachings exacerbated differences between black communities, e.g. they attacked MLK as an ‘Uncle Tom’ figure

Former leaders like Malcolm X fell out publicly with the leadership, even Elijah Muhammad’s sons left because they thought the organisation was too materialistic and the ‘concocted religious teachings’, e.g. Allah originally created black people and other races were created by an evil scientist called Yakub whose last creation was the white race

Assassination of Malcolm X increased anger against Muhammead

Muhammad’s dismissive attitude towards non-Muslim African culture alienated some black power activists

Muhammad hated traditional black culture, what he called ‘jungle styles’
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