[image: image1.jpg]


Marin Luther King – life & career
	Childhood, youth & education
	Minister in Montgomery
	Protest & publicity
	Disillusionment

	Relatively prosperous family
Close associations with Church & NAACP – grandfather & father, Baptist ministers in Atlanta, Georgia as well as members of the NAACP

Aware of segregation as a child, e.g. travelled into town on back portion of bus, couldn’t buy lunch in a white diner, ice cream served in a paper cup so as not to contaminate plates whites used

Segregated education in Atlanta was poor, and so studied in North, returning to South after he married black woman, Coretta Scott, ‘because that’s where I’m needed’


	Initially reluctant to become a minister because he felt Church focused too much on next world and not on problems facing blacks today
1954, became pastor of a ‘rich folks’ church, Montgomery, Alabama

Used position as a minister to encourage black registration and to join NAACP

Took part in Montgomery bus boycotts, resulting in threats on his life & his family’s

Modelled himself on original Martin Luther – who stood up to oppression by Catholic Church in C16th Germany

Failed attempts on his life, e.g. 1958 attempted stabbing, strengthened his resolve – ‘My cause, my race, is worth dying for’
	Lack of voter registration led MLK to devise ways of raising profile of black issues

Promoted peaceful non-violent demonstrations, but was often arrested

Publicity from demos helped achieve legislative reform, particularly the 1964 and 1965 Civil Rights acts

Mid 1960s, MLK focused on problems of northern ghettoes, e.g. July 1965 in Chicago he made 20 speeches in 48 hours
	Heavy workload & lack of progress led to disillusionment, e.g. Rev Ralph Abernathy said, ‘He was just a different person … sad and depressed’

Overestimated success of  1955-65 & underestimated black rage, e.g. exasperated by militancy of campaigners like Stokely Carmichael

During a tour of Cleveland, Ohio teenagers jeered him for failing to fulfil his promises 

Criticised for being too moderate (echoes of criticisms of accommodationists like Booker T Washington)

White community criticised MLK for provoking civil disobedience

1968, assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee


