Who made the greater contribution to the Civil Rights movement?

	MLK
	Malcolm X

	Views appealed to a broader range of US citizens

Less militant

Passive resistance movement brought religious groups and leaders on board

United blacks and whites, e.g. campaign for ‘striped power’ rather than ‘black power’

Knew how to bring federal support on board, e.g. wasn’t so unsympathetic to death of JFK as Malcolm X

His rivals organisations were never as long-lasting as the NAACP or SCLC

Organisational skills, e.g. MIA and Montgomery Bus Boycotts

Inspirational speaker

March on Washington (1963)

personal characteristics MLK brought to the movement, e.g. his skills as an orator, his association with the Church, his ability to manipulate the media, and the appeal of his moderate approach


	Increased black self-esteem & aspirations

Emphasis on racial pride & self-help

Drew attention to conditions in ghettos

Very successful leader, quickly rose within ranks of NOI and gained 1000s of recruits

Successful organiser, e.g. estd. OAAU (Organisation of Afro-American Unity) to promote socio-political independence for blacks
Identified need for social as much as political reform in USA

NOI membership reached 250,000 in ghettos

Black icon

Model for black youths

Inspired new generation of black leaders, esp. Stokely Carmichael and Floyd McKissick


