Introduction to Russian history – mill drill
	1.

Who once described Russia as ‘a riddle wrapped in a mystery inside an enigma’?

Winston Churchill



	2.
How large was the Russian empire?

6,000 miles from the Baltic sea in the west to the Pacific Ocean in the east and 2,000 miles from north to south



	3.
What happened to Tsar Alexander II on 1 March 1881?

He was assassinated – blown up by a bomb which also killed the assassin



	4.
What does the phrase ‘russification’ mean?

Uniting the different racial and ethnic minorities in Russia by teaching them the same language and cultural values



	5.
Which famous political thinker of the nineteenth century wrote ‘The Communist Manifesto’ and ‘Das Kapital’, which inspired the ideas and actions of Russian revolutionaries?

Karl Marx



	6.
What happened during ‘Bloody Sunday’ in St Petersburg in 1905?

Roughly 200 peaceful protestors against the Russian government were brutally shot and killed by the royal guard.



	7.
The word Tsar means emperor or leader of Russia, but what is the origin of the word?

Caesar



	8.
Which leader of the Bolshevik Party is now preserved as a mummified body in a special mausoleum in Moscow?
Lenin
9.

What was the name of the Tsar’s daughter who allegedly escaped assassination when the rest of her family were shot by members of the Red Guard?

Anastasia



	10.
What was the name of the adviser to the royal family who allegedly kept a private harem and had special magical powers which he used to cure the Tsars son?

Rasputin



	11.
Who was the head of the Provisional Government, nicknamed ‘Napoleon’ by his opponents?

Alexander Kerensky



	12.
Which leading member of the Bolshevik party was nicknamed ‘The Pen’ because of his journalistic skills but eventually was assassinated with an ice pick?

Trotsky




