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What




‘To what extent does the First World War explain the outbreak of two revolutions in 1917?’


( Your task


This is your fourth unit 1 essay. Follow the suggestions below very carefully to move you to Level 4 & 5





Introduction





Provide some context, e.g. explain which two revolutions we are talking about and broadly speaking why War might have been a factor.


Set yourself a question to resolve, for example whether war was significant enough a factor to have caused two revolutions in the same year?





Development





Break your analysis down into topic paragraphs, starting with …





Few could doubt that the First World War was a significant factor in causing the outbreak of two revolutions in the same year …. – economic strains, military inadequacies, incompetence of military leadership including that of Nicholas II,  





In addition to military failures, the War also put enormous strain on the domestic economy ….Domestic problems, such as rampant inflation, inadequate food supplies to towns, dislocation of transport system





The problems caused by the War were also heightened by an unfortunate mixture of socio-ecomic problems that could not always have been predicted …. – weakening of morale on home front, severe winter 1916-17





Aside from the War, blame for the revolutions must surely also lie with the nature of government in Russia at the time …. influence of Rasputin, scandals associated with Tsarina, criticisms of Tsar’s leadership, failure to fulfil October Manifesto





Failures in government heightened the political opposition to the regime …. growth of organised opposition e.g. Union of Zemstva, impact of relaxation in censorship, attacks on government leaders, tensions between government & Dumas





The weaknesses and lack of legitimacy of the Provisional Government  must also play a part in explaining why there was a second revolution in 1917 ….determination to carry on war, failure to tackle land reform, lack of legitimacy





Aside from the weaknesses of government, one should not ignore the achievement of the Bolsheviks themselves in provoking and successfully carrying out the October Revolution ….Success of Bolsheviks – growing support in Petrograd Soviet, skills of its leaders, e.g. Trotsky, appeal of Lenin & his message, careful planning behind October Revolution








Conclusion





The question asks ‘how far’ so try to quantify in your conclusion the extent to which the War and not these other factors was responsible for two revolutions











