Emmett Till
The year is 1955

Emmett Till (shown in the photograph) is a 14-year-old African American lad in his best Sunday outfit, his hat tipped at a jaunty angle

Brought up well by his mother Mamie to respect white folk and to ‘mind his manners’. Emmett had a difficult childhood –suffered from polio, which left him with a stutter for which he was often teased by other children

25 August 1955, in the town of Money, Mississippi, Emmett joined a group of teenagers and went over to the local grocery store to buy candy and sweets

Till was dared by the other kids to flirt with the 21 year old wife of the store owner as a joke, Carolyn Bryant

Some accounts say Till wolf whistled at Bryant; others say he grabbed her hand and asked her for a date; still others say all he did was say, "Bye, baby" as he left the store.
About 12:35 a.m. on Sunday August 28, Bryant and his half-brother, J.W. Milam, got into a car with his wife Carolyn and another whose identity has still not been confirmed. They drove to Reverend Wright's house, where Wright was housing his nephew, Till. Bryant pounded on the door until Wright opened it, and asked Wright if he had two black boys from Chicago staying with him. When Wright said he did, Bryant said he wanted to see them. Bryant went up to the room where Till was sleeping with his cousin and asked him if he was "the one who'd done the talking." Till said "Yeah". Bryant brought Till to be identified by his wife. When it was confirmed that Till was in fact "the talker", the men put him in the back of a pickup truck and drove off. According to witnesses, they drove him to a weathered shed on a plantation in neighboring Sunflower County, where they beat and then shot him. A 75-pound cotton gin fan was tied to his neck with barbed wire to weigh down the body, which they dropped into the Tallahatchie River near Glendora, Mississippi, another small cotton town north of Money
Despite protests from the authorities Emmett Till’s mother insisted that the coffin be left open at his funeral and some 50,000 local resident filed by to see what had been done to her son

Main suspects including Carolyn Bryant’s husband were put on trial, but were acquitted by an all white jury. They later openly admitted to the crime. Deliberations took just 67 minutes; one juror said, "If we hadn't stopped to drink pop, it wouldn't have taken that long."

