The State Dumas (1906-14)
	Duma
	Achievements
	Failures

	1st Duma, Apr-June 1906


	Large no. of liberal and reformist parties elected
	Govt obtained loan from France, weakening Duma’s opportunity to use financial powers over Tsar
Tsar issued ‘Fundamental Laws’, e.g. declared supreme autocratic power rested with Tsar

Political wrangling 

200 Kadet & Trudovik (SR) deputies formed a rival assembly, which was brutally suppressed by Tsar’s new chief minister, Stolypin

	2nd Duma, Feb-June 1907


	Fact it was closed down so quickly shows how dangerous its opposition could be
	No. of Kadet representatives was halved – many more extremists, e.g. SDs and SRs returned 80
Opposed Stolypin’s land reform bill

Angered Tsar by criticising admin of military

	3rd Duma, Nov 1907-June 1912


	Exercised right to question ministers & discuss state finances
Used committee system to make proposals for modernisation of armed services

Developed schemes of national insurance for industrial workers


	Electoral system doctored to limit no. of opponents by restricting the franchise and limiting no. of peasant votes
 1 in 6 of male population had right to vote

Right-wing parties dominated this and 4th duma

	4th Duma, Nov 1912-Aug 1914


	Secret police reports about protests in 4th duma show how seriously authorities took the assembly as a focus of public opinion


	Growing despair over the way govt ignored wishes of legislature and used violence to maintain public order


