Conditions of Blacks in South & North
	
	South
	North

	Social
	No black representatives in South
Poor education facilities, e.g. although born in Atlanta, Georgia, MLK went North to Philadelphia & Boston to complete his education

Growing black middle class (majority of 400,000 members of NAACP middle class)

GI Bill of Rights rewarded returning servicemen with free college education
	Life generally better than North, but still enormous inequality
De facto segregation in ghetto areas where housing & schools were inferior to whites

Whites unwilling to live near blacks, e.g. black communities brought down property prices, & believing black students brought down school standards

Some blacks achieving better social positions, e.g. Thurgood Marshall, distinguished lawyer; Adam Clayton Powell was a minister, journalist & councillor

	Economic
	Menial, low-paid jobs
Sharecropping common source of income

Resentment at black soldiers returning home in search of work

Tensions, e.g. Alabama Dry Dock Company forced by federal pressure to take on blacks

Key rulings, e.g. equal salaries for black teachers in Maryland and Virginia


	Fewer job opportunities than whites. Malcolm X lived in ghetto, took on variety of low-paid unskilled jobs, e.g. shoeshine, railroad waiter
White-owned companies reluctant to employ blacks, e.g. drivers of buses all white until Adam Clayton-Powell’s bus boycott in 1941

Well-paid, but low status jobs emerging e.g. Detroit car manufacturing

FEPC (Fair Employment Practices Committee)

	Legal status
	Few registered to vote, but increasing from 3% (1940) to 12% (1947)
Literacy tests made it v. difficult to register as well as poll tax $16.50

1945, Supreme Court ruling (Smith v Allwright) exclusion of blacks from primaries unconstitutional under 15th Amendment)

Little open opposition to Jim Crow Laws

Judges & jurors, policemen were all white

Growing support for NAACP

Female lecturers at Alabama State University (black university) formed Women’s Political Council (1946)
	Able to vote in late 1945, although election of sympathetic representatives wasn’t guaranteed
1945 only 2 black members to Congress (William Dawson for Chicago and Adam Clayton Powell from Harlem)

A Philip Randolph helped to unionise railway porters and improve their legal status

Black police v rare

Legal system treated blacks more harshly

Police brutality & corruption commonplace


