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Seeds of change, 1945-55 
Study guide one
Section one – From slavery to segregation
a.Complete the web quest on the advances in civil rights during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. You may wish to use the information in your textbook, ‘Pursuing Life & Liberty’ or the extension texts ‘Civil Rights in the USA’ and ‘Better Day Coming’ to consolidate your notes.
b.Read p.5-7 and complete a table similar to the one below:

	Period
	Situation for African Americans

	Slavery
	

	Reconstruction
	


c.Read p. 7-9 and complete a spider diagram on segregation using these headings: ‘Jim Crow laws’, ‘The segregated heart’, ‘Voting rights’, ‘Ku Klux Klan’ & ‘The good old-time negro’

d.Read p. 10 and make two lists:

Evidence of better living standards in the North

Types of discrimination faced by blacks in the North

( Extension tasks: In groups give presentations on these key early campaigners: Homer Plessy, Booker T Washington, W.E.Dubois, Marcus Garvey, A Philip Randolph. Produce a factoid for the other members of your class.

Section two – A divided nation: the position of black Americans in 1945
a.Read p.12-14 and make a list of evidence of racism and evidence of progress towards racial equality. You may wish to record your notes in different colours.

b.Read p.15-16 and complete a table similar to the one below:

	Differences
	South
	North

	Political
	
	

	Economic
	
	

	Social
	
	


( Extension task: In what ways was WWII a turning point for blacks?
Section three: To Secure These Rights: Truman and the Cold War
a.Read p.17 and list Truman’s motivation for addressing black civil rights
b.Read p.18-19 and complete a table on the report ‘To Secure These Rights’ similar to the one below:

	Problems
	Recommendations

	
	


c.Read p.20-1 and list Truman’s achievements and his failures.

( Extension tasks: Was Truman racist? Complete a scales chart weighing up the positive and negative contribution made by Truman & his administration to the Civil Rights movement. Use Sanders p.45-54.
Visit the NAACP website and use Saunders to produce a factoid on this organisation. Include information on its origins, issues it campaigned on, membership, leaders, methods and early cases including Smith v Allwright and Morgan v.Virginia
( Essay practice:  “How far is it accurate to describe black Americans and other ethnic minorities as second class citizens in the period 1945-53?”
Section four – Challenging ‘Jim Crow’

a. Read p.23-6 and copy the timeline on p.23 into your notes. As you read through this section annotate your timeline with details about the events listed, noting whether protests were either a success or a failure

b. On balance was direct action a success or failure? Write a judgement paragraph.

Section five – Raising the profile of civil rights – kicking ‘Jim Crow’ out of school

a. Read p.27-31. Copy the timeline on p.27 but follow the guidance on note-taking in the ‘Take note’ box on p.27

( Extension task: Study the information on Emmett Till & Autherine Lucy on p.61 of Sanders. List the reasons why these two cases are so significant.
( Essay practice:  “To what extent is it true to say that by 1955, significant progress had been made towards racial equality for black Americans?”
Martin Luther & Peaceful protest, 1955-68
Study guide two
Section one – Civil rights protests: the early southern campaigns, 1955-68

a. Read p.35-40 and take notes on the following campaigns:

Montgomery bus boycott (1955-6)

The Little Rock Campaign (1957)

Greensborough Sit-ins (1960)

Freedom Rides (1961)
The Albany Movement (1961-2)

Meredith and the University of Mississippi (1962)

Take notes on the aims, methods , civil rights groups involved and achievements
( Extension tasks: do some research into the role played by female campaigners such as Rosa Parks, Claudette Colvin & Autherine Lucy

Section two – Civil rights protests: the later southern campaigns, 1963-5

a. Read p.41-46 and take notes on these campaigns:

Birmingham (1963)

March on Washington (1963)

Mississippi Freedom Summer (1964)

Selma Campaign (1965)

Again take notes on the aims, methods , civil rights groups involved and achievements
b. List instances in this later phase where aims and methods were similar and where they were different. Overall was there more change than continuity?

Section three – Martin Luther King’s last campaigns

a. Read p.47-8 and take notes on the Moynihan Report, its contents and its significance

b. Read about the Chicago campaign (1966) and create a scales chart listing its successes and failures

c. Copy the spider diagram on p. 49 and makes notes from p.49-50 on the Poor People’s Campaign (1968)

d. Read about the Memphis Sanitation Workers’ Strike (1968) on p.50 and complete notes on MLK’s reasons for supporting the strike, the key events, its impact on MLK and the significance of his assassination

( Essay practice: “Why were Martin Luther King’s campaigns in the North less successful than those in the South?”

Section four – The role of federal government

a. Copy the timeline on p.52 into your notes and follow the instructions in the ‘Take note’ box on the left-hand side.

b. Copy the table below into your notes:

	
	Congress
	Supreme Court

	Role of this body?
	
	

	How did it help or hinder the campaign for civil rights?
	
	

	Why did it act in this way?
	
	


Section five – Opposition to change, 1955-68

a. Read p.56-59 and list the forms of opposition to civil rights 

Presidential opposition

Congress

FBI

State and local government

Local police

Public opinion
b. Complete a table similar to the one on p.59 in your notes

Section six – Achievement of peaceful protest

a. Read p.60-63 and make a note of the achievements of the civil rights movement. Use the table in the ‘Take note’ section to help you structure your notes

( Extension task: visit the website www.voicesofcivilrights.org and evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of using this form of evidence in understanding the effectiveness of the civil rights protests

Section seven – Reasons for change?

a. Read p. 64-65 and complete a table similar to the one below:

	
	How far were they responsible for change?
	Limit of their influence on change

	Presidents
	
	

	Civil rights leaders
	
	

	Peaceful protests and mass activism
	
	


( Essay practice: How far was the leadership of Martin Luther King responsible for the gains made by the civil rights movement in the years 1955-68?

Black Power

Study guide three

Section one – Malcolm X

a. Read p.68-9 and complete a table similar to the one below showing the evolution of the Nation of Islam and its beliefs:

	History
	Beliefs

	
	


b. Read p.69-70 and create a timeline charting the important events in Malcolm X’s life

c. Complete a spider diagram recording Malcolm X’s beliefs. Use the information on p.70-73

( Extension task: write a summary of Malcolm X’s Ballot or the Bullet speech

Section two – Divisions in the civil rights movement

a. Read p.74-78 and complete a spider diagram on the different sources of tension in the movement. Include the following categories

Methods of campaigning

Goals

Personalities

b. Produce factoids on key figures in the civil rights campaigns at this stage - Stokely Carmichael and James Farmer

( Essay practice: ‘Why did the civil rights movement become fragmented after 1966?’

Section three – Power to the People! The Black Panthers
a. Read p.79-84 and complete a table similar to the one below:

	10 demands of the Black Panthers
	Aspects of the Black Panther’s ideology
	Reasons for Black Power decline

	
	
	


( Extension tasks: Read Sanders p.122 and list the reasons why many have found it difficult to define what is meant by ‘Black Power’.

b. Have a go at the ‘Taking it further’ activity on p.84 of Bunce, and create your own documentary on the Black Panthers using archive footage from the internet.

Section four – Decline of Black Power

a. Read p.85-6.In the centre of a page write down the social and economic problems facing black Americans in the 1960s. Around the outside make a list of the achievements of Black Power. Try to connect the two groups of information with lines

b. Read p. 86-7 and note down the characteristics of ‘Black Power’. Read p.88-9 and make a list of the impact of Black Power. Try and draw lines between the two lists showing the connections between the two sets of information.

c. Create a spider diagram summarising the key reason for the decline of Black Power. Include the following: poor organisation, unrealistic aims, sexism, finance, government opposition. Sanders, p.126-7.

( Extension task: Weigh up the achievements of Black Power as a scales chart and reach a judgement. Sanders p.127-8 &

(Essay: How far is it true to say that the black power movements of the 1960s achieved nothing for black Americans?

Protest culture: the Sixties and a generation

Study guide four

Section one – Mainstream and counter culture in the 1960s 

 a. Read p. 93- and complete the table below:

	President’s aims
	Successes
	Failures

	
	
	

	
	
	


b. Based on what you have read so far in this chapter, write a detailed paragraph in answer to the question, ‘How widespread was prosperity in America in the 1960s?’

c. Study the timeline and accompanying information on p.96-7 and note down essential beliefs of America’s counterculture in the 1960s

d. Take notes on the characteristics of the following youth groups:

Rock n’ Roll

Beatniks

Hippies

e. Note down the reasons why older generations felt threatened by them

f. Read p.99-100 on Student Rebels and note down the origins and aims, the leaders and campaigns of the two main student groups.

g. Read p.100-103 and on one side of your page list the causes of the Vietnam War. On the other side note down the reasons why the War was unpopular. Draw lines between the two to show the links.

h. Read p.102-103 and create a scales chart of the successes and failure of the anti-war movement

( Extension task: use the guidance in the ‘Activity’ box on p.103 to write a biography of America in the 1960s.

Draw up a playlist with notes for films that students would find useful in understanding US counterculture in the 1960s.

Section two – Women’s liberation

a. Read p.104-5 and take notes on the differences between 1st, second and 3rd waves of feminism

b. Read p.105-6 and make a note of evidence that governments took womens issues seriously, and evidence they did not

c. Read p.106 and complete a table similar to the one below:

	Sexual inequalities
	NOW’s campaigns
	Successes or failures

	
	
	


d. Complete a similar table for ‘Radical feminists’ using the information on p.107-8

( Essay practice: How successful were American feminists in the period 1963-69?

Section three – Challenging racism outside the black community: Native Americans and Hispanic Americans
a. Read p.109 -114 and complete a table similar to the one below:

	
	General problems
	Specific examples of these problems
	Campaigns
	Effectiveness of these campaigns

	Hispanics
	
	
	
	

	Native Americans
	
	
	
	


b. Highlight on your table evidence of similar techniques used by the civil rights protestors

( Extension task: conduct some research into other minority groups in America such as the Japanese-Americans

c. Read Sanders p. 163 and list the reasons why the 1960s were categorised by Robert V Daniels as the ‘Fourth Revolution’

( Essay – ‘How far did the campaign of black activists also bring benefits to other ethnic minorities in the period 1945-68’?
�
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