Challenges facing Provisional Government
	Problem
	Key events
	Impact on PG

	Summer Offensive (1917)
	Kerensky planned a successful end to war to take people’s focus of social unrest in Russia

Problems: Russian army poorly equipped, morale low, large scale desertions – estimated 170,000 before the offensive

Huge losses – 400,000 men; mutinies & chaos
	Blame for the war focused on Kerensky (Minister of War) & PG

Returning soldiers would become focus of discontent

Resignations, esp from Kadet members

Protests on streets of St Petersburg, including Kronstadt sailors

	July Days
	Protests on streets of Petrograd involving workers, soldiers and Kronstadt sailors

Bolshevik Party orchestrated riots, crowds were using Bolshevik slogans such as ‘Peace, Bread & Land’ and ‘All Power to the Soviets’

Demands for Petrograd Soviet to take control – but Mensheviks & SRs rejected request

Streets eventually cleared and Bolsheviks rounded up (800 members imprisoned)

Lenin fled to Finland

Bolsheviks discredited
	PG seen to be acting decisively

Opponents imprisoned or fled abroad, e.g. Lenin

Kerensky made PM and new alliance formed with moderate Kadets & Socialists

Kerensky moved into Tsar’s appartments



	Kornilov Coup
	C-in-C of Army, Kornilov angered by German involvement in July Days, wanted to close down Soviet and establish a military dictatorship
Kerensky turned to Soviet & workers for military support

Kornilov arrested (escaped in Oct 1917, but died in ensuing Civl War)
	Kerensky still faced threats from Army
Forced to turn to Soviet & workers for support

Workers were now armed

Signal to Bolsheviks the time was ripe for revolution


