Pursuing Life & Liberty: Equality in the USA
American ethnic minorities prior to 1945
Page references refer to Sanders, ‘Civil Rights in the USA’

1. Read p. 2, ‘America’s racial groups’ and note down the different racial groupings in America
2. Read p.3, ‘Underlying reasons for racial tensions’ and list the key reasons for racial tensions in the USA

3. Study the map on p.4 and note down the origins of the different racial groups in the USA

4. Read p.6 on the ‘Declaration of Independence (1776) and equality’ and note what was odd about this event
Note down the powers of the president, congress & supreme court

Write definitions of these words: constitution, federal government, congresss

5. Read p.7, ‘Southerners and slavery’. Why was slavery more deeply entrenched in southern America than in the north?

6. Following the American Civil War (1861-5), which was fought partly on the issue of slavery, a number of important acts and amendments were passed. Read p.12 and make a note of these

Write a definition of civil rights

7. Read p. 13 and list the reasons why black American continued to be oppressed during the period after the Civil War known as ‘Reconstruction’

8. Read p. 15 What were ‘Jim Crow Laws?’

Note down a definition of Ku Klux Klan &  ‘lynching’

9. Read p. 16, why was the Supreme Court Ruling on segration known as ‘Plessy v Fergusson’ so significant?

What did the Congress, Supreme Court & the Presidents do or not do to help black Americans?

10. Read p. 17. How did blacks respond to the deteriorating situation?

11. Read p. 18. What factors limited blacks from advancing in society?

Note down the meaning of ‘de facto’ and ‘de jure’

12. Read about the Great Migration, p.19. How did this help / hinder the civil rights movement?

13. Read p. 21 and list ways in which WWI helped or hindered the campaign, too.

14. What part did the following play in the early civil rights movement:  WEB Du Bois (p.17), Marcus garvey (p.22-3), A.Philip Randolph (p.28)
15. Read p.25-6 and note the effects of the Great Depression on blacks, Hispanics & Indians

16. Read p. 29 and list the ways the NAACP was helping blacks.

