Alexander III (1881-94)
	Problems facing Alexander III in 1881
	Actions taken under Alexander III
	Effective government? (rating out of 5)

	How could the economy be improved? Russia backward, under-industrialised compared with France & Britain

	
	

	What to do with the ethnic minorities? Under Alexander III there had been relaxation of controls in some regions, e.g. Poland, granted its own Archbishop; Finns granted own currency; restrictions on Jews lifted, e.g. allowed into higher education & govt service
	
	

	How should Russia be governed, e.g. as an autocracy or liberal democracy like other Western nations? Slavophiles were calling for the Tsar to maintain autocracy, dominated by Russian aristocrats

	
	

	How could he restore law and order after the assassination of his father? Demands for a constitution and a national assembly had been refused by his father and there had been a growth in radical opposition. which led to formation of groups like ‘People’s Will’ and 5 assassination attempts on the Tsar
	
	

	How should he reform the judiciary? Introduction of juries for criminal cases (drawn from propertied people, but helped expand middle class). Judges well paid & less open to bribery. 

	
	

	How should local government be run? 1864, elected administrative bodies or ‘zemstva’ created to run public health, prisons, roads etc. Chosen by 3 electoral colleges – peasants, townspeople & gentry


	
	

	What should be done about the serfs and land reform? Great Emancipation Statute, 1861

Serfs freed; each serf guaranteed minimal plot of land; landowners compensated; serfs paid state for land over 49 years at 6% interest; peasants remained attached to local communities called ‘mirs’
	
	


