What was achieved by the SALT treaties?
	SALT I (1972)
	SALT II (1979)
	Helsinki (1973-5)

	Achievements

Nixon’s visit to China (1972) helped to accelerate the talks

Agreement reached on anti-ballistic missile systems – 2 systems each, 1 for their capital cities and 1 for their main  nuclear site

Limits placed on no. of ICBMs & SLBMs (Submarine-launched ballistic missiles) of 1054 and 740 respectively

offensive nuclear weapons

Code of conduct :USA pledged to ‘do their utmost to avoid military confrontations’ & ‘to exercise restraint’
Trade was to be encouraged

Consideration given to US lead in the arms race, i.e. Soviets could have more weapons as their delivery systems and spying equipment was inferior to US

Failings

Talks were delayed by Soviet intervention in Czechoslovakia

Difficulty in agreeing over which weapons systems should be included as both sides had different types of weapons

Tendency to focus on setting limits for existing systems, ignoring the possibility of newer more powerful technologies, e.g. didn’t include MIRVs (multiple independent re-entry vehicles)

Old obsolete missiles could be replaced with new ones

Code of Conduct was very open-ended and little more than a statement of intent


	Achievements

Set equal limits for missile launchers & strategic bombers

Dialogue channels remained open between incoming President Carter and increasingly weak Soviet premier Brezhnev

Failures

Left out cruise missiles – where the USA had a significant lead

Right saw SALT II as too much of a concession to USSR and allowed them to catch up with the US, obliging Jimmy Carter to renegotiate the treaty when he took over from Ford as President in 1977

Treaty was highly technical & detailed & ‘not understood by the average senator’

SALT II rejected by Congress in 1980 and treaty was never ratified
	Achievements

Attended by 33 states from NATO and Warsaw Pact 

Agreement reached over European borders of Warsaw Pact in  return for 3 baskets

Basket one: acceptance of European borders (including East Germany)

Basket two: trade & technology exchanges (similar to Geneva Summit, 1955)
Basket three: respect for human rights, e.g. freedom of speech & movement

Organisations set up to monitor governments & actions

Failures

Little substantive detail

No references to arms reductions


