Truman & Eisenhower
	He adopted an aggressive ‘Iron Fist’ approach


	His foreign policy reflected his own insecurities



	His foreign policy was a reaction to the fact that Roosevelt’s approach failed to prevent Stalin manipulating events and agreements for his own benefit



	He faced a lot of pressure from within his own administration to stand up to the perceived Soviet menace



	He was worried that previous US foreign policy had been too soft on Stalin



	‘Unless Russia is faced with an iron fist and strong language, another war is in the making’



	He faced considerable pressure from big business and industrialists in pushing for Cold War as a way of protecting the economic interests of capitalism



	His believed in containment


	

	His secretary of state spoke of ‘rolling back’ communism and the liberation of the states of Eastern Europe from the evils of communism



	He was prepared to use military means to curb communist expansion



	He saw a much greater use for nuclear weapons through the threat of ‘massive retaliation’ and ‘brinkmanship’



	A new closer relationship between the Secretary of State & the CIA



	He was conscious of the economic consequences of expansion of the military – 12% of the US’ GNP was being spent on armaments




	His ‘New Look’ policy was designed to provide a more effective way of using spending on arms – ‘More bang for your buck’



	He was a confident politician, who was immune to the criticisms of Senator Joe McCarthy he was going soft on communism



	New spying technology, such as the U2 spy planes, meant he knew more about the real extent of the Soviet threat and could negotiate from a position of strength




