 Exam revision
Superpower Relations, 1944-90

Produce detailed plans for the following questions:

Origins of Cold War

1. To what extent had relations between the superpowers broken down by the end of 1944?
2. How far do you agree that the origins of the Cold War in 1945 and 1946 owed much to ideological differences and little to personalities and conflicting national interests?

Development of Cold War

3. How far do you agree with the view that the development of Cold War in the period 1945-50 was the result of Stalin’s foreign policy?
4. How far was the USA responsible for the development of Cold War?
5. How far do you agree that Soviet foreign policy in the period 1945-50 reflected Stalin’s cautious personality?
6. “No one and everyone was responsible for causing the Korean War.” Do you agree with this view?

Post-Stalin Thaw

7. To what extent was the development of the post-Stalin thaw in superpower relations between 1952 and 1962 the result of Khrushchev’s policy of Peaceful Coexistence?
8. How far did ‘Peaceful Co-existence’ ease Cold War tensions between the Soviet Union and the USA in the years 1953-61? (June 2010)
9. How far would you accept the view that the foreign policy of Eisenhower and Dulles was based on empty rhetoric?
10. How far would you agree that Kennedy’s approach to the USSR marked a return to that adopted by Truman?
11. How far would you agree with the view that both the Hungarian Uprising of 1956 and the Berlin Wall revealed the strengths as well as the weaknesses of the Communist Bloc?

Cuba & Arms Race

12. To what extent did the nuclear arms race make the world a more dangerous place in the years 1949-63?
13. How far would you accept the judgement that by the beginning of 1962 the arms race had made nuclear war unlikely?
14. How far was the nuclear arms race a threat to world peace in the years 1949-62? (Edexcel sample question, 2010)
15. How far would you accept the view of McNamara that the Cuban Missile Crisis was ‘primarily a domestic political problem’
16. How far would you agree that the Cuban Missile Crisis was a hinge that produced the possibility of a changed direction in the arms race?

Sino-Soviet Relations

17. How far was the deterioration in Sino-Soviet relations in the years 1958-69 due to personal rivalries? (June 2010)
18. How important to the United States’ management of its Cold War diplomacy were relations between the USSR and China in the years 1962-76? (Edexcel sample material, 2010)
19. How far do you accept the validity of the interpretation that China’s rapprochement with the USA was a product of geopolitical considerations?
20. To what extent did the Sino-American rapprochement cause ‘the most profound shift in the international balance of power’?


Détente

21. How advantageous was the policy of Détente to the management of the USA’s Cold War diplomacy with the USSR in the 1970s?
22. How far did Détente introduce a new era of cooperation in US-Soviet relations during the 1970s?
23. How significant were economic realities in pushing both sides towards Détente?
24. To what extent can Carter be blamed for the failure of Détente?

End of Cold War

25. How far do you agree with the view that the Cold War came to an end because popular protest in the Communist Bloc during the 1980s weakened the Soviet hold over Eastern Europe?
26. To what extent did Reagan’s foreign policy bring about the end of Cold War?
27. To what extent was the fall of the Berlin Wall ‘more a result than a cause of the ending of Cold War tensions’?

