Presidents & foreign policy
	He adopted an ‘Iron Fist’ approach towards foreign diplomacy (T)



	He endorsed the ideas of ‘brinkmanship’ and ‘rolling back’ communism (E)


	He was young and relatively inexperienced. As a consequence his Soviet counterparts liked to test his resolve (K)


	He preferred to adopt a more flexible approach towards negotiations with the Soviets (K)



	He was concerned that previous foreign policy had been too soft on the Soviets (T)



	He threatened the use of ‘massive retaliation’ (E)



	He increased the use of covert operations (E)



	He pursued better relations with China as a way of driving a wedge between to powerful communist nations (N)



	His presidency saw the emergence of new co-operation in space with the Apollo-Soyuz link-up (F)



	His attempt to negotiate arms reduction and improved human rights for Eastern European citizens were perceived to being soft on communism at a time when the USSR was still expanding  around the world (C, e.g. in Africa)


	He pursued a policy of rapprochement (N)

 

	As a Republican, his support for better relations with China & USSR helped to bring many hardliners on board (N)



	He and his Secretary of State were pragmatists and endorsed realpolitik in their approach to foreign policy (N)



	He was damaged by earlier foreign policy failures (K- Bay of Pigs, 1961)



	He was arguably influenced by powerful groups within the military and industry who pushed for a confrontational approach to Cold War as a way of preserving the interests of capitalism (T)




