Target grade: ……………… Source question: ……………………………… ………………………….. Overall grade: ……………………
	
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4
	Level 5

	Knowledge and understanding

(Demonstration of contextual knowledge and understanding of the issues)
	You write in statements based on your own knowledge and manage to loosely link this with the evidence in the sources. There is a degree of accuracy and relevance. There may be some analysis of the evidence used but this is implicit. (4-6)
	You adopt a generally analytical approach to the knowledge you have and use some of the evidence in the sources to support your judgements. Your answer will show some understanding of the focus of the question, but may include material which is either descriptive or which strays away from the focus in places. Attempts at analysis will be supported by generally accurate and detailed factual material, which lacks balance or depth in places. (7-10)
	You have written an analytical response using your own knowledge along with evidence from the sources. The material you have selected in your answer addresses the key focus of the question and shows an understanding of the issues contained in it. Your analysis is supported by accurate, factual material which is mostly relevant to the main question, although the selection of material may lack balance in places. (11-13)
	You provide a ‘sustained analysis’ of the question by integrating your own knowledge and that of the sources. Knowledge is well selected, accurate and appropriate in terms of range and depth. The selected material addresses the terms of the question directly. You demonstrate an explicit understanding of the key issues and interpretations where this is possible. (14-16)

	Analysis and evaluation skills

(Evaluation of the question, use of evidence to support your judgement, conclusion)
	You understand the main ideas behind the sources and note areas where they support or challenge the main question. You support your judgements on the sources with relevant evidence from your own knowledge or from the sources, but your answer may lack balance. At least one aspect is developed from the sources. You reach an overall decision but with limited support. (5-9)
	You interpret the sources with confidence, showing the ability to analyse some key points of the arguments offered and to reason from the evidence of the sources. You are able to develop points which challenge the question as well as support it using evidence from the sources and own knowledge. You show clear understanding that the issue is one of interpretation. There may be some lack of balance. (10-14)
	You interpret the sources with confidence, showing a clear understanding of the arguments and relate these to your wider knowledge of the issues. You adopt an integrated approach to your discussion of the question, using the sources and your own knowledge. Not all the issues you discuss are fully developed, though you do reach a clear judgement based on discriminating use of the evidence. (15-19)
	You interpret the sources with confidence and discrimination, displaying independence of thought in the ability to assess the presented views in the light of your own knowledge and reading. You explore all the major issues raised by the question. You provide a convincing and sustained argument and reach substantiated conclusions which show a confident understanding of the historical debate. (20-24)

	Communication skills
(How you express yourself and construct your arguments)
	Your writing style is largely coherent but there are also passages which lack clarity and proper organisation. Frequent errors of SPAG

	Your writing shows some degree of direction, but this may not be sustained throughout your answer. There are some errors of SPAG.
	You express yourself in a controlled and logical way. Limited errors of SPAG.
	You write in a well-argued and convincing style. Overall, your answer shows a mastery of essay-writing skills. Very occasional errors of SPAG


