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A2 History
Unit 3, Depth Studies and Associated Historical Controversies

A World Divided: Superpower Relations, 1944-90
Congratulations on completing your AS in History! In addition to the work you will be doing on India, you will be delving into the world of espionage, international tension, nuclear arms and space races that is the Cold War. Below is an outline of the course of study and details on the way you will be examined.
For A2 you will be examined on TWO units. Unit 3 (Cold War) is worth 30% of your total A Level mark and Unit 4 is worth 20%. You will be given a detailed study guide for each section of your course but the key topics covered are described below:
Unit 3, Option E, E2, ‘A World Divided: Superpower Relations, 1944-90’
· Beginnings of Cold War

· Redrawing the world map –Yalta and Potsdam

· Nuclear arms race

· Space race

· Espionage, e.g. U2 Crisis

· Flashpoints of Cold War, e.g. Hungary, Prague Spring

· Domino theory

· Cuban Missile Crisis

· Ping Pong Diplomacy

· Collapse of Communism

· Key figures, e.g. Reagan, Gorbachev & Thatcher

Grade boundaries

	Unit grade
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	Percentage
	80
	70
	60
	50
	40


Exam format

Time: 2 hours

Answer ONE question from Section A (30 marks), and ONE from Section B (40 marks).Choice of 2 questions in both sections

Question a, students are given a question to discuss, e.g. ‘How far was the nuclear arms race a threat to world peace in the years 1949-62?’

Question b, students discuss and interpretation in the light of 3 sources, e.g. ‘Using sources 1,2 & 3 and your own knowledge, how far do you agree with the view that the Cold War came to an end because of popular protests in Eastern Europe which the USSR was powerless to resist?’

Study skills
· Keep well-organised notes

· Develop systems for memorising key facts (dates, names, events etc.)

· Be prepared to do much of threading for lessons outside the class
· As you move ever close to undergraduate work, be prepared to go that extra mile and use resources in the department, school or local public libraries

· Look out for relevant news items or documentaries that discuss the Cold War and its aftermath, editorials in The Washington Post, The Economist and The Spectator are good sources of international news and debate
· Use the new departmental website www.studyhistory.co.uk to download class resources and sample students’ work
· Visit museums (Imperial War Museum, which has an excellent Cold War section, the Science Museum – good on the Space Race)

· Meet homework deadlines – students who regularly fail to do so will be put on subject report
Note-taking
It will help you to keep the following documents in the front of your folders:

· a glossary of keywords that you come across during the course.

· a ‘who’s who’ of key figures

· a map of key events of the Cold War

· a timeline of key events


Sample questions:
Section A (Answer one of the below, 30 marks)
How far was the nuclear arms race a threat to world peace in the years 1949-62?

How important to the United States’ management of its Cold War diplomacy were relations between the USSR and China in the years 1962-76?
Section B (Answer one of the below, 40 marks)
How far do you agree with the view that the origins of the Cold War in 1945 and 1946 owed much to ideological differences and little to personalities and conflicting interests? Explain your answer using the evidence of the sources and your own knowledge of the issues related to this controversy.
How far do you agree with the view that the Cold War came to an end because of popular protests in Eastern Europe which the USSR was powerless to resist? Explain your answer using the evidence of the sources and your own knowledge of the issues related to this controversy.

Bibliography

The resources available on the Cold War are growing all the time, especially as the collapse of Communism and the opening up of previously unseen archive material has meant new information has come to light. Over the summer holidays you may well wish to begin by reading some of the following:

Gaddis J L — The Cold War (Penguin, 2007) – a good introduction to the subject that you can read on the beach!

Phillips S — The Cold War (Heinemann, 2001)

McCauley M — The Origins of the Cold War (Longman, 1983)

McCauley M — Russia, America and the Cold War, 1949–1991, Second Edition (Longman,

2008)

Williamson D — Europe and the Cold War, 1945–1991, Second Edition (Hodder Arnold, 2006)

More detailed reading lists for Unit 3 can be found on the Edexcel website
Dockrill M L — The Cold War, 1945-1963 (Prometheus Books, 1988)

Edwards O — The USA and the Cold War, 1945-63, Second Edition (Hodder Murray, 2002)

Farmer A — An Introduction to Modern European History, 1890–1990 (Hodder Murray, 2000)

Gaddis J L — We Now Know: Rethinking Cold War History (Oxford University Press, 1998)

Laver J, Rowe C and Williamson D — Years of Division: Europe Since 1945 (Hodder Murray,

1999)

Lightbody B — The Cold War (Routledge, 1999)

Sanders V — The USA and Vietnam 1945–1975, Second Edition (Hodder Murray, 2002)

Schulzinger R D — A Companion To American Foreign Relations (Blackwell, 2005)

Stueck W — Rethinking the Korean War: A New Diplomatic and Strategic History (Princeton

University Press, 2004)

Vadney T E — The World Since 1945: A Complete History of Global Change from 1945 to the

Present (Penguin, 1998)

Wilson D – From Roosevelt to Truman: Potsdam, Hiroshima and the Cold War (Cambridge

University Press, 2008)

Zubok V and Pleshakov C — Inside the Kremlin's Cold War: From Stalin to Khrushchev

(Harvard University Press, 1997)
Web links

As the course develops I will post more and more resources on the departments website, www.studyhistory.co.uk as well as examples of students’ work and further weblinks. To begin with explore the following sites:

http://www.learningcurve.gov.uk/coldwar/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/coldwar/
http://www.nationalcoldwarexhibition.org.uk/
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/ColdWar.htm
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