Causes of tension – 1920s-30s
	A. Communism was seen as a direct threat to the privileges, status and power of the elites that formed the governments in the West



	B. The Western allies felt betrayed by Russia’s decision to pull out of WWI, with the signing of the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk (March 1918)



	C. The refusal of the Soviet government to repay debts to Western investors, especially after it nationalised many privately owned companies during the Civil War



	D. The British King George V was personally aggrieved that the Russians by assassinating the Tsar and his family had executed relatives of the British royal family

 

	E. The Western Allies had sent help to the Whites during the Russian Civil War (1918-21)



	F. The activities of Comintern alarmed Western nations, especially as their main objective was to promote communism at the expense of capitalism.



	G. Britain’s policy of appeasement towards Hitler angered the Russians, who suspected the West of doing deals with the Nazis which ultimately could lead to a German invasion of their country.


	H. Stalin signed a non-aggression pact with the Nazis (1939) which angered the West. It limited the threat of a German invasion and allowed the Soviets to occupy parts of Poland.



	I. The personalities and actions of world leaders led to tensions. Stalin was deeply suspicious of the West, Roosevelt was unwilling to get involved in European affairs despite the rise of the Nazis.




