
Cold War, timeline
Sequence the events


	Date
	Event

	
January 1981
	
Ronald Reagan becomes US president


	
November 1982
	
Brezhnev dies, Andropov becomes new Soviet leader


	
March 1983
	
Strategic Defence Initiative (‘Star War’s) announced by USA


	
September 1983
	
South Korean airliner KAL 007 shot down by Soviet fighters


	
October 1983
	
US troops invade Grenada to depose left-wing government


	
Feb 1984
	
Andropov dies and Chernenko becomes Soviet leader


	
March 1985

	
Chernenko dies and Gorbachev becomes new Soviet leader

	
November 1985
	
Geneva Summit between Reagan and Gorbachev


	
October 1986

	
Reykjavik Summit between Gorbachev and Reagan

	
December 1987
	
Washington Summit. Intermediate Nuclear Forces agreement is signed.


	
May-June 1988

	
Moscow Summit between Reagan and Gorbachev




	
September 1989
	
First free elections in Poland – Solidarity wins and forms the government. Hungary opens borders with Austria


	
November 1989
	
Fall of Berlin Wall. Collapse of communist regimes in Czechoslovakia and Bulgaria


	
December 1989
	
Malta Summit between Gorbachev and Bush. Collapse of communist regime in Romania


	
Oct 1990
	
Reunification of Germany


	
August – December 1991
	
Baltic States and Ukraine vote for independence from USSR


	
December 1991

	
USSR formally dissolved





