Cold War – ‘juicy quotes’
Cut up and match a quote to an author

	
‘We are living not merely in a state, but in a system of states, and it’s inconceivable that the Soviet Republic should continue to exist for a long period side by side with imperialist states’ 


	
Lenin, 1919


	
‘If we see that Germany is winning the war we ought to help Russia, and if Russia is winning we ought to help Germany, and in that way let them kill as many as possible.’ 


	
Truman, 1941


	
‘I think it is a mistake to believe you can, at any time, sit down with the Russians and solve questions.’ 


	
Dean Acheson, Sec of State for Truman, 1945


	
‘A declaration I regard as algebra, but an agreement as practical arithmetic. I do not wish to decry algebra, but I prefer arithmetic’


	
Stalin, 1945


	
He spoke to him using ‘the language of a Missouri mule driver’ 


	
Molotov, 1945


	
‘From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic an Iron Curtain has descended cross the continent’


	
Churchill, 1946





	
‘Unless Russia is faced with an iron fist and strong language, another war is in the making’


	
Truman, 1946


	
‘It must be the policy of the West to support free peoples who are resisting subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressures’


	
Truman, 1947


	
‘The most unselfish act in history’


	
Churchill, 1947


	
‘Dollar imperialism’


	
Molotov, 1947


	
‘Korea came along and saved us’


	
Dean Acheson, Sec of State, 1950


	
‘If we let Korea down, the Soviets will keep right on going and swallow up one piece of Asia after another.’


	
Truman, early 1950s


	
‘All-powerful as he was, he was impotent in the face of the frightful system that had grown up around him like a huge honeycomb, and he was helpless either to destroy it or bring it under control.’


	
Svetlana Alliluyeva, Stalin’s daughter writing in 1967


	
‘There are only two ways – either Peaceful Co-existence or the most destructive war in History. There is no third way.’


	
Khrushchev, 1952


	
‘All we want is a peaceful Germany and it makes no difference to us whether or not it is socialist.’


	
Lavrenti Beria, 1953


	
‘We intend to have a wider choice than humiliation or all-out nuclear war’


	
John F Kennedy, 1961


	
‘We will bury you’


	
Khrushchev, 1959


	
‘What do you do with the world after you have won a victory in such a catastrophic nuclear war?’


	
Eisenhower, 1950s


	
‘We’ve been eyeball to eyeball and the other fellow just blinked’


	
Dean Rusk, Sec of State, 1962


	
‘The socialist camp must have one head, and that head can only be the USSR’


	
Mao, 1957





	
‘Whenever we are in need of tension, we may tighten this noose, and whenever we want to relax the tension, we may loosen the noose.’


	
Mao, 1958


	
Détente was ‘the way to create more favourable conditions for peaceful socialist and communist construction’


	
Brezhnev, 1970s


	
‘Do not be afraid’


	
John Paul II, 1979


	
‘How am I supposed to get any place with the Russians, if they keep dying on me?’


	
Ronald Reagan, early 1980s


	
‘We can’t go on living like this.’


	
Gorbachev to his wife in 1985


	
‘This is a man with whom I can do business’


	
Margaret Thatcher, 1984


	
We have ‘buried the Cold War at the bottom of the Mediterranean’


	
Shevardnadze, 1989





	
‘Mr Gorbachev, tear down this wall!’


	
Reagan , 1987


	
‘Freedom has many difficulties, and democracy is not perfect, but we have never had to put a wall to keep our people in’ 


	
Kennedy, 1963




