Arms race
	The Americans secretly develop atomic bomb technology in New Mexico as part of the Manhattan Project, culminating in the dropping of an atomic bomb on Hiroshima.


	The UN tries to control the development of atomic weaponry through the Baruch Plan. Ultimately the plan fails due to distrust between the different sides.



	The Russians successfully test their own nuclear weapon


	The US successfully detonate the first hydrogen bomb



	The USSR develops its first lithium bomb – a more easily deployable bomb than the US hydrogen bomb



	The US detonates its first lithium bomb



	The US had developed the first intercontinental bomber, the B52 Stratofortress



	The USSR develops its first intercontinental bomber, the TU20 Bear 



	Intercontinental bombers were vulnerable and so ICBMs were developed, the first being the Soviet, ‘SS-6 Sapwood’ in Kazhakhstan


	The Soviets launched the first ever man-made satellite, ‘Sputnik’



	Sputnik II in November 1957 carried the first live passenger, the dog Laika



	The USSR launches the first man into space Yuri Gagarin



	The US develops U2 spy plane technology



	US develops first submarine-launched ballistic missile, Polaris



	The US has 4,000 nuclear warheads compared to the USSR’s 220




